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Dear Friend,

Recently, I’ve been thinking about why I was never able to memorize the periodic table

of the elements. Our science teacher would unroll a canvas screen that contained them

all—top left was hydrogen, and top right was helium. That is about as far as I got! But

why was that? After all, I have at least an average memory.

The first answer is because I didn’t have to. The educational system at that time made

it possible for me to choose a track that bade science goodbye in favor of “the arts.” I

seem to recall one of my teachers writing on my report card a statement that went
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something like, “Alistair has decided that science is not for him, and he is very firm in

his decision!” And that provides the second answer: I didn’t care to. School chums who

were able to rattle off the symbols were intrigued and excited in a manner that was

foreign to me. But when it came to history or poetry or literature, that was a different

story.

The same was true of song lyrics, both sacred and secular. As a child, my life was filled

with books and songs, and I quickly discovered that the words of songs came easily to

me. The distraction of television did not arrive until I was twelve. I mention this

because I am frequently asked how and why it is that I quote so many hymns and

songs in my sermons. It is not as though I go searching for them; they come looking for

me!

Since the program is comprised of listener favorites this month, I thought I’d share

some of my favorite songs.

From early childhood, the hymn “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story of Old”:

I think when I read that sweet story of old, 

When Jesus was here among men,  

How He called little children as lambs to His fold,  

I should like to have been with them then.

I wish that His hands had been placed on my head,  

That His arm had been thrown around me; 

And that I might have seen His kind look when He said,  

“Let the little ones come unto Me.”

The hymn’s author, Jemima Luke, wife of a minister, then writes of how Jesus has gone

to prepare a place for all who are “washed and forgiven.” In a subsequent verse, she

sets forward the mission of the church:
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But thousands and thousands who wander and fall  

Never heard of that heavenly home;  

I should like them to know there is room for them all  

And that Jesus has bid them to come.

I long for the joy of that glorious time, 

The sweetest and brightest and best,  

When the dear little children of every clime 

Shall crowd to His arms and be blest.

From teenage years, the hymn “O Jesus, I Have Promised”:

O Jesus, I have promised  

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle 

If Thou art by my side,  

Nor wander from the pathway 

If Thou wilt be my Guide.

O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

To all who follow Thee 

That where Thou art in glory,  

There shall Thy servant be; 

And Jesus, I have promised  

To serve Thee to the end;  

O give me grace to follow,  

My Master and my Friend.
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The writer, John E. Bode, an Anglican clergyman, based this hymn on John 12:26. It

was my baptismal hymn.

From adult life, the hymn “When This Passing World Is Done”:

When this passing world is done,  

When has sunk yon radiant sun, 

When I stand with Christ on high 

Looking o’er life’s history,  

Then, Lord, shall I fully know,  

Not till then, how much I owe.

The writer, pastor Robert Murray M’Cheyne from Edinburgh, died far too young at the

age of twenty-nine.

The lyricists of popular music I admire most are Paul Simon and James Taylor. This

month, as Susan and I celebrate our wedding anniversary, I have been enjoying

Taylor’s song “You and I Again.” It’s a love song he wrote for his wife, in which he

reflects on the swift passing of time and explains how he wishes they could rerun the

tape. This is exactly how I feel about the “American girl” who has been “under my skin”

(think Frank Sinatra) for fifty-three years and by my side for forty-six. She is “My

Dearest Friend” (think Abigail Adams).

You and I again, these days go by 

And I wish that I could slow the whole thing down 

And have it back again, just one more time.

Perhaps these reflections will cause us to love Jesus more, to love those He has given

to us along the road, and to remember with fondness those who have been gathered

to His nearer presence.
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With sincere thanks for all your encouragement and support, and with my love in the

Lord Jesus.

Topics: Letters From Alistair Begg

Alistair Begg is Senior Pastor at Parkside Church in Cleveland, Ohio, and the Bible teacher on
Truth For Life, which is heard on the radio and online around the world.

Copyright © 2021, Truth For Life. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from The ESV® Bible (The Holy

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

https://blog.truthforlife.org/cs/c/?cta_guid=7569e542-8b2c-4b29-adab-9fbf865e2dca&signature=AAH58kEmjiJbF8npWeTWhQL_M2Ei0d9piA&pageId=51116724864&placement_guid=e173f000-21b2-420f-ba38-752f48f5d6bb&click=82e9ef14-d8b6-4a2c-b156-4b0aa9aa5cb1&hsutk=c7a00000122019ba1129017b205aef0b&canon=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.truthforlife.org%2Falistair-begg-on-his-favorite-songs&portal_id=331596&redirect_url=APefjpE__zmz_qPSvCcGE3crJXSU723xOLWFCBEJprhSbbbQL1kcuwgcwoQPRKjtSsU70rurlb-6UMAXq6-hemLhOepWkNzdrCDnrdCgrTILav79hYWRB5st4NNVueSN9LY9RQlr6jtc4PD6POujazd9QnWZBPfF6Had-jTAf2WbKKbxOw0Zx7I
https://blog.truthforlife.org/topic/letters-from-alistair-begg


e Home

CONNECT WITH US

PO Box 398000 
Cleveland , OH 44139

By Phone # (888) 588-7884

Contact Us Form 
TFL Finder J

WELCOME

OUR RESOURCES

DONATE

First Name* Last Name*

INSIGHTS DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX

Email Address*

Daily Devotional, Morning and Evening

Weekly Program Recap from TFL

Monthly Truthlines letter from Alistair Begg

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Truth For Life is the teaching ministry of Alistair Begg and is committed to teaching the Bible with clarity
and relevance so that unbelievers will be converted, believers will be established, and local churches will
be strengthened.

             *  H 9 S U / 

https://www.truthforlife.org/
https://www.truthforlife.org/about/contact-us/support-form/
https://www.truthforlife.org/station-finder/
http://www.twitter.com/truthforlife
http://www.facebook.com/truthforlife
https://www.youtube.com/user/truthforlife1/
https://blog.truthforlife.org/lists/
http://instagram.com/alistair_begg_truthforlife
https://channelstore.roku.com/details/242991/alistair-begg-truth-for-life
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/truth-for-life-for-apple-tv/id1454287766?ls=1&mt=8
http://tunein.com/radio/Truth-for-Life-p31808/
https://blog.truthforlife.org/truth-for-life-on-audionow
https://open.spotify.com/show/6njI7iEHXbQtJlYCa6rGEt?si=57dxQ0aNSm-vzIKgVsPbFQ
https://blog.truthforlife.org/subscribe/#feeds


Truth For Life is a qualified 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

© 1994 - 2021 Truth For Life. All Rights Reserved. Policies  Site Map|

https://www.truthforlife.org/about/policies/
https://www.truthforlife.org/sitemap/
https://www.truthforlife.org/

