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The Goal & Design
Of This Book
It is the goal of this book to help delineate those Bible principles
which God has taught through the life of the prophet Elĳah, and which
the Lord has provided for life and for living.
I have sought to establish principles that have broad applicability and
which have guided God’s people over the changing generations of
history.
As with all biblical principles, they are designed to change the way
we think about and see life. When applied and implanted in our minds
and hearts, others can see what it means to be a Christian in the 21st
century.
Each chapter covers a different portion of scripture that details the
life of Elĳah and focuses on one specific “BigIdea” or grand theme.
Those “BigIdeas” are then highlighted at the top of every section,
along with two other repeated “call-outs” which we have labelled –
“Sidebars” and “More About.”
The “Side-bars” are designed to provide information and examples
from the legal world that can help illustrate the various Bible principles
and points.
The highlighted sections titled, "More About" are designed to provide
further information about a particular illustration or illusion
mentioned in that chapter for those who would like to develop the
illustration further and/or seek more original information.
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Introduction
Precepts Versus Principles
The Bible contains both precepts and principles. Bible precepts are explicit pronouncements or stated laws
designed to define godly behavior and which span all generations and cultures. A clear example of biblical precepts
is the Ten Commandments. The biblical precept, "Thou shalt not lie," or "Thou shalt not steal," are applicable
across all generations and in any cultural setting. It does not matter where an individual lived in Old Testament
days or where anyone lives today. Whether a person walked with Jesus or lives in the twenty-first century, lying
and stealing have always been and will always be a violation of God's sure and certain precepts.
Precepts or laws are the fuel of absolute statements and strongly held convictions in almost any field of endeavor.
For instance, in the field of science, gravity is a law, and the law of gravity dictates that a falling object increases its
speed or accelerates by 33 feet a second for every second that it continues to fall. In any culture, in any century of
history, falling objects obey that law or precept. Therefore, scientists can and do speak with absolute certainty and
conviction when it comes to the law of gravity.
However, when it comes to principles, there is much discussion and differences of opinion as to how that principle
ought to be applied in a culture and age
because principles differ from precepts in
three respects.
First, principles are much broader than
precepts and therefore find great
applicability. "Thou shalt not commit
adultery" clearly applies to and forbids a
very limited area of human sexual behavior,
adultery. In contrast, the principle, "Be ye
kind, one to another," is a statement that is
much broader and finds application in
many areas of life and living. Adultery,
lying, stealing are all ways to be unkind
and inconsiderate, but there are many other
ways to be kind/unkind.
The fact that Bible principles find greater applicability in many areas of life is what increases its usability.
Therefore, principles limit the demand for establishing a host of specific laws or rules of behavior for every
situation that people, and especially sinfully creative people, can devise or imagine. Had God given us only
precepts or laws, which would have had to address all the situations of life, from generation to generation, and
from culture to culture, the revelation of God's laws would be an immense volume. The physical size of the Bible,
containing all the laws relating to every situation, would be so great that it would become unmanageable. God's
Word would contain precepts that fits some cultures and did not fit others, fit one era, but not another.
As most, if not all, parents who have raised children plainly understand the need and value of establishing
principles that govern their children's behavior. The establishing of principles liberates the parents from regulating
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every possible situation in which their child finds him or herself. For instance, could you imagine attempting to
regulate the medley of likely and similar comments which our children might make while dining at the home of a
friend?
Before leaving home the instructions might sound like this:
"Children, when we sit down to eat, do not say . . . .
I don't like the peas, or
I do not like cauliflower, or
I don't like carrots, or
I like soft rolls, they are hard, or
I like cheese sauce, but not on broccoli."
Such an approach results in rules and regulations that will endlessly expand to cover constantly new and every
multiplying situations and circumstances. It is easier and better for parents to state and enforce a principle such as,
"It is not right to make any comments that cause another to feel bad when they are trying to be kind to us." Yes, it is
much more effective to raise our children by establishing broad principles which find extensive application to
many situation in life rather than delineating laws about every form of unacceptable behavior.
The principle, "Be ye kind, one to another," covers all and any situations that could arise that night as dinner
guests. If that principle were implanted in the heart, and were all comments of children evaluated in light of that
principle, the unkind comments that might well be spoken would be filtered out as they passed through this grand
principle of human kindness.
As parents, we know, as did God Himself, that it is necessary to build into the minds and hearts of our children
principles that have broad application. Have you heard someone say, "Show that to me in the Bible." Many times
an individual is asking to see a chapter and verse that states that what he or she is doing is specifically wrong. They
want to see a precept or a definitive law! There are many things that are wrong of which there is no chapter and
verse. Some things are wrong because they violate a principle, not because one can point to a precept. Without
principles the "law book" would only continue to increase in size as new pronouncements are included to cover
every possible human expression of sin, in this-or-that culture, in this-or-that era.
If basic principles were established and followed, by children, and by God's people, the endless list of precepts
would need not be delineated. In fact Jesus taught that very same truth when He said that all the law and the
prophets are summed up in the two commandments, loving God and loving your neighbor.
Second, the application of a Bible principles will be different from culture to culture. That is not the case with
Bible precepts. Even though a society may be marked by different and unique ways to steal, it is still stealing and it
is still wrong in any culture.
In contrast, the application of a biblical principle such as "Abstain from all appearance of evil,:" or "Be ye kind,
one to another" will be different in America than it is in the Near East because there are different expressions and
perceptions of what looks like evil in those two cultures. Likewise, there are various ways to express kindness and
unkindness in a Western culture as opposed to an Eastern culture. Kindness and consideration in an Eastern culture
may be very different than what it is in a Latin culture. In some cultures, giving flowers is proper when one visits
another's home. It is perceived as a proper act of kindness. In other cultures kindness may be more better
communicated in a different way, such as calling before you arrive.
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The third difference is that the application of Bible principles changes from generation to generation. In our
generation, there are deeds that may cause a brother to stumble, which were not even possible a hundred years
ago. Just as "the eating of meat" (cf. I Corinthians 8) was an issue in Paul's day; likewise, there are acts which we
can engage in today that may not have been an issue years ago or years from now. Even though the principle of
not causing our brother to stumble does not change from generation to generation, the application of that principle
continues to change. In contrast to precepts, principles are applied in continually changing ways from age to age.
Before closing, let me say that principles are just as authoritative as precepts. Principles carry the full authority
of God's Word as do precepts. God feels just as strong about being kind to one another, or loving God and our
neighbor as ourselves, as He does about stealing -- which by the way is one way to be unkind. Principles are no
less authoritative merely because they find a broader application. If we are indeed unkind or inconsiderate to an
individual in our culture and in our generation, that action is as wrong as violating any definitive law stated or
written by God Himself.

We are to live out our Christian lives by the
application of biblical precepts, truth, and
principles which change the way we see and think
about life.

For instance, it is unkind or inconsiderate -- in American culture -- in our generation -- to carelessly show up
late for a wedding. Regardless of its acceptability in another culture, we have violated that principle and have
committed a sin in the eyes of God.
Practical preaching and teaching are built on this premise that . . .
We came into the Christian life, after being inundated with the world's vantage and thinking. After we are
brought into the kingdom of His dear Son, after we move from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light,
we begin seeing and thinking differently.

Biblical Principles Control
The Way We See & Think.
They Provide The Mental And Behavioral
Filter For Our Vantages & Decisions.

That is why Romans 12:1-2 states that the renewing of our minds transforms us.
There are many verses that support and illustrate the principle that when you change the way a person sees
and/or thinks, you provide the kindling for a change in behavior.
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Romans 12:1-2 - transformed by the renewing of your minds.
Hebrews 4:14 -- seeing then that we have a Great High Priest
II Peter 3:11 -- Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved
Hebrews 11:27 -- seeing Him who is invisible
Luke 10:36 -- Which now of these three, thinkest thou
Matthew 3:9 -- And think not to say within yourselves
Luke 13:4 -- think ye that they were sinners above all men
John 4:29 -- Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did
Hebrews 12:3 -- For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners . . . lest ye be wearied and
faint in your minds.
II Peter 3:1 --stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance
Romans 8:28 -- And we know that all things work together for good
Matthew 3:9 -- And think not to say within yourselves
II Peter 1:9 -- But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off

Oil or Cream?
In the world of advertising, the goal is to have us
see and think differently. New information, facts,
visuals, examples, pictures, experts, statistics,
explanations, and the like are all seeking to affect
and/or change our minds as to how we see and
think.
For instance -- consider this advertisement . . . 1
The product is Reddi-Wip.
In their commercial, a bright, smiling young lady is seated at the counter of a classic
diner. A waitress quickly moves down the counter, towards her, and then says . . .
Waitress: What can I get ya? -[Now it is set up in ‘twos”]
Customer: I’d like one of those desserts and some coffee.
Waitress: Sure . . Decaf or Regular
Customer: Regular
Waitress: Cake or Pie?
Customer: Pie
Waitress: Apple or Cherry?
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Customer: Cherry
Waitress: Oil or Cream?
Now there is a puzzled look on the young ladies face . . .
The expression implies, What do you mean “oil or cream?”
The waitress responds to the puzzled face by reaching from behind and below the counter.
She retrieves two products and holds up a colorful Reddi-Wip spray container in her right
hand, and – a plain blue flat container of some brand of “cool-whip” in her left hand
and again says . . .
Waitress: “Oil (hand gestures with cool whip product) or
Cream (hand gestures with Reddi-Wip Can)?”
Customer: Cream . . . Please
The commercial then says . . .
“When other toppings are made with hydrogenated oil, the real dairy cream is in ready
whip - a sure an easy choice.
Nothing is more real than Reddi-Wip.”
The waitress puts on a nice daub of Reddi-Wip onto the Cherry
Pie, turns around to put the can away. .
As the customer dips her finger into the Reddi-Wip topping, and then licking it off of her
finger . . . .
Waitress: (the waitress - turning back around) -- “fork or spoon?”
(too late, she has already tasted it with her finger and is licking whipped cream off of her
fingers)

This advertisement is a GREAT example of effecting a change by changing the way one
sees and/or thinks! Do you see what they are hoping to accomplish? It is an outstanding
strategy, all designed to change the thinking and perceptions of the customer and
ultimately us, the viewers.
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A Masterful Example Of How A Change
In Seeing Or Thinking
Can Accomplish A Change In Behavior!
The strategy is to have the watcher see and think differently
about the product. Reddi-Wip wants customers to look at a
“cool-whip” type product as a fast whipped oil product, and to
see Reddi-Wip as an actual milk/cream product.
The aim is to have the consumer’s vantage changed. Next time
the buyer picks up a container of “cool-whip” they may well now see it as whipped oil,
and not real dairy cream. The aim is to have the customer think, “You are just eating fast
whipped hydrogenated oil when you eat that. I never knew that before!”
The customer may not have known what the ingredients of such "cool-whip" products
were, but now --- a new "truth" has been added to the mental mesh through which we
process life.
Before, the buyer may not have known exactly what “cool-whip” was, but now when that
information is added to their thinking and seeing, when that “truth” about the difference
between these products is realized, they may well see and think differently.
May I suggest that this is the aim of Scriptural truths and principles?
It is to have God’s people see and think differently!
It is biblical truths and principles that are designed to operate, and build a mental mesh,
through which our thoughts, decisions, choices, vantages, viewpoints, conclusions, and
evaluations must process and pass. That as we make
decisions and choices, hundreds of choices and decisions
every day, we now come to godly decisions.
It is biblical truths and principles which we want our
children to hear speaking to them as they make decisions
and walk through life, right now alongside of us, and
someday without us, no longer actually speaking to them in
person.
It is biblical truths and principles which ought to push and
prod us, our children, fellow believers, and the church, to
make wise and discerning choices in light of those
principles and truths. There are . . . .
• many directly stated truths and principles found
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throughout the “grammatical” pages of Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Psalms,
and the N.T. Epistles)
as well as . . .
• many illustrated principles and truths found in the narrative pages of the Bible
(most of the O.T. and the Gospels, the book of Acts, and Revelation).

Some Rules Of The Road
Just so that the readers understand some of the purposeful decisions which have been made regarding this
manuscript.
#1) More often than not, the word “he” will be used to refer to both men and women / male and female. I think
"he/she" is too clumsy and I am not comfortable with trying to rewrite the sentence so that the word “they” can
be used. I will be using"he" for the sake of simplicity, while recognizing that I am speaking to both “he-s and
she-s.”
#2) The grammatical rules concerning the use of “commas” has changed over my life-time. “Put a comma in
whenever you take a breath” and/or “the use of the “Oxford Comma” or “Harvard Comma.”
Punctuation and grammar rules have changed – whether it be the permitted use of split infinitives, beginning a
sentence with a conjunction (But, And), ending with a preposition, the use of “who” versus “whom,” the use of
the singular “they – and even the ellipsicolon.”
My approach to the use of commas is, – There is room for the discretionary use of commas. If using a comma
helps clarity the so-called grammatical commas rules should be ignored.
#3) Likewise, the use of a preposition at the end of a sentence is grammatically incorrect. I understand that, but
will again ignore it if the sentence reads better and the sense of the sentence is improved.
#4) My layout is aimed at providing a visual experience. If you would like to see this approach in full use, check out the
“Little Book” series published by Jeffrey Gitomer. Years ago, I came across his books, and have since sought to adopt his
approach.
#5) The focus of this book is on the practical. It is not a grammatical or theological commentary, which
attempts to work through the Hebrew words or theological truths being found and taught within a passage.
Any attention given to words and systematic theological truths is designed to highlight the principles taught.
#6) “Christological Preaching” has become the fad of the day, which attempts to find Jesus Christ throughout
the Old Testament. While the coming of Christ, the Messiah, is assumed in all the Scriptures, Christ is not
found in all the Old Testament Scriptures. Elĳah is not a type of Christ. Elĳah is as us, says James 5:17.
Elĳah is us and has much to teach us about life and living as believers in our present age.
Old Testament saints who both experienced the events of Elĳah’s day and the millions who read the Old
Testament accounts of his ministry, read about the life and ministry of Elĳah without any New Testament
understanding. It was meaningful and practical in their day, without importing some kind of “Christology.”
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Practical Principles
From the Old Testament
The Prophet Elijah
Volume #1
I Kings 17- 19
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Elĳah
One man arrests the downward movement, and with no
weapon but his word, and no support but his own
dauntless courage, which was the child of his faith, works
a revolution in Israel. 'Among them that are born of
women there hath not arisen a greater than' Elĳah the
Tishbite. Bugged, stern, solitary, he has no commission to
reveal new truth. He is not a 'prophet,' like later ones.
Little is preserved of his sayings. His task was to reform
and restore, not to advance; and his endowments of 'spirit
and power' corresponded to his work.

evelation.

– Alexander Maclaren r

WHAT a mighty master of the art of prayer was Elĳah the
Tishbite! He was one of those who had the power to shut
up Heaven so that it did not rain. He did not merely
prophesy, “As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain but according to my
word,” but he prayed that it might be so–so that he was
not only the messenger of the drought, but in some sense,
the cause of it. It was his act that stopped the bottles of
Heaven! It was his prevailing prayer which brought down
that heavy chastisement upon the sinful people.
– Charles Spurgeon

The history of Elĳah begins somewhat abruptly. Usually,
when a prophet enters, we have some account of his
parentage, are told whose son he was and of what tribe;
but Elĳah drops (so to speak) out of the clouds, as if,
like Melchisedek, he were without father, without
mother, and without descent, which made some of the
Jews fancy that he was an angel sent from heaven; but
the apostle has assured us that he was a man subject to
like passions as we are (James 5:17), which perhaps
intimates, not only that he was liable to the common infirmities of human nature,
but that, by his natural temper, he was a man of strong passions, more hot and
eager than most men, and therefore the more fit to deal with the daring sinners of
the age he lived in: so wonderfully does God suit men to the work he designs them
for. Rough spirits are called to rough services. The reformation needed such a
man as Luther to break the ice.
– Matthew Henry
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God’s Basic Method of Meeting Needs
Is The Natural, Not The Supernatural
“And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to
feed thee there. . . . And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to
Zarephath which belongeth to Sidon, and dwell there; behold, I have commanded a widow
there to sustain thee.”
(I Kings 17:4, 8-9)
Over the centuries, droughts have plagued various places around the world. In a feature article
on the renowned Mexican drought, which hit the northern cattle farms from 1994 to 1995, the
reporter said that the cattle herds had dropped from 6.3 million to 3.2 million. Cattle deaths in
1995 had lessened only because many cattle were exported before they died, and many cows
had already died the year before. Still, 300,000 cattle perished that year. The lack of grass,
high grain costs, cattle having stopped calving, mature trees drying up from the roots and
falling over, and wide rivers reduced to a trickle were all some of the devastating results of
this extended drought.
"Vultures are the only animals putting on weight here in northern Mexico where a fouryear drought is turning millions of acres of prime farmland to dust.
Circling in rainless skies, their eerie vigils over slowly starving cattle are a daily reality
for farmers across five northern Mexican states. Cows drop dead so often that feeding
frenzies on carcasses are a commonplace sight."
While pointing to a battalion of birds perched on a telegraph pole at the border of his ranch,
Rodolfo Torres said, "The vultures are fattening up like Christmas turkeys." Torres, a
Mexican rancher, personally saw his herd shrink from 950 cows to 150 emaciated creatures.
Surely, the words used to describe the Mexican drought could well have been used to picture
what it would have been like in Old Testament days. The vultures of Elĳah's day were likewise
fattening up like Hanukkah lambs, and the flocks of Israeli farmers were being as radically
devastated as the dry sands, and hot winds relentlessly consumed every drop of moisture they
touched! The Lord turned Israel into an Old Testament dust bowl!
Elĳah announced to Ahab the judgment of God, a drought that would end up lasting for
approximately three years. One can only imagine what it must have been like during the days of
Elĳah. His days lacked all the modern technologies that are presently able to lessen the full
impact of a serious and extended drought. However, even after we muster all of the modern-day
resources, droughts still take a catastrophic toll! What must have been the toll in Elĳah’s day!
As this God-ordained Old Testament drought progressed, it had to have impacted every part of
the fabric of national life. Elĳah's association with this national catastrophe had to have grown
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more and more pronounced with every new national crisis. Undoubtedly, the fattening vultures
were part of the daily landscapes across the northern kingdom, and surely Elĳah, the messenger
of this divine judgment, was identified daily with this crushing drought.
The fattening raves were part and parcel of the landscape of Israel’s
drought. Ironically, it would be one of these vultures/ravens which was
partaking of the daily feast of dead animals that were spread across
and dotting the sand-covered banquet table of Israel, who would be
used to feed this prophet of God. As said – “The sun that melts the
wax, hardens the clay.” God’s judgement of Israel not only killed the
cattle, but supplied fresh daily food for Elĳah. It is not unusual for the Lord to use what judges
the ungodly, to deliver His people. The crucifixion of the Lord Himself illustrates that truth.
Other examples in scripture are Haman hanging on the noose which he prepared for Mordecai.
Another famine, over “all the lands” (Genesis 41) was what was God used to exalt Joseph over
all of the land Egypt, and brought his brothers before him. It was the plagues called down by
Moses against the Pharaoh which was used to bring God’s people out of bondage. David’s sin
with Bathsheba resulted in the death of Uriah, the death of that son seven days after birth, the
marriage of David to Bathsheba, and in the birth of Solomon, Bathsheba’s second son.
The Lord Is Known
To Use
What Judges One
To Deliver Another.

After Elĳah's announcement, God instructed him to relocate himself to the brook, Cherith. God
directed Elĳah to that location for at least two reasons. First of all,
God knew that when the announced drought set in, the life of Elĳah
The Natural & The
would be in danger. The Lord told Elĳah to "hide" himself because
Supernatural
Elĳah was the messenger of God's sure and certain message of
Works Of God
judgement. The life of God's messenger might become personally
More
Often Than
threatened as men reached desperate conditions. We can see the
Not Appear
extreme conditions and the building anger against Elĳah in I Kings
Together.
18. Obadiah, a godly servant of Ahab, feared for his own life merely
because he had met and talked to Elĳah (18:9-16). To keep Elĳah
safe and his location a secret, God hid him by the brook and also sent a raven to provide flesh.
God directed Elĳah to the brook for a second reason. God sought to provide water for Elĳah, as
he also faced the drought along with the nation of Israel. Even though Elĳah was not liable for
the sinfulness of the nation and although he was seeking to obey God in turning the nation
around, he would still find himself going through the same drought as the nation. God chose not
to move His prophet to another geographical location for three years as the devastating drought
played itself out in Israel's national life.
Under American law there are clear obligations and responsibilities between a husband and
wife, and parents and children. It is called “shared liability.” For instance 1) the husband is
obligated to pay the debts that his wife incurs in operating the household; or 2) if a husband is
married to a spendthrift wife, his only protection may be to write the creditors and/or advertise
in a local newspaper stating that he will no longer be responsible.
Under many other conditions, parents are also liable for the actions of their children. These
include:
If the parent fails to reasonably restrain a child from a wrongful act
If the parents directs, participates, or consents
P - 14
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If the child is acting on the parent's behalf
If the parent entrusts a dangerous instrument to a child.
There are many times that here is a shared liability among and
When There Is A
between those who are part of the “family of God.” God's judgment
Connection With
of others sometimes necessitates that we also experience some of the
Wrongdoers,
There
pain and troubles that other people are facing. Even though we did
May Well Be A
not direct, participate in, or consent to, the sinfulness of another, we
Shared
Liability
may still find ourselves experiencing God's judgment or chastening.
With The Parties
It will be merely our association with those whom God is judging
Of Any
that will also bring pain into our own lives. There are times when we
Wrongdoing.
cannot disconnect ourselves from what God is doing as He shakes the
lives of those we love and/or of those with whom we share our lives.
We cannot publish a disclaimer stating that we are not party to the waywardness or the hardheartedness of those who are so clearly associated with us.
Therefore, we have a vested interest in the godliness of our nation, our spouse, our family, and
our church. For when God begins judging them, we may find ourselves facing the same
"drought!" While God does provide for the godly through times of "drought" and pain, God
does not necessarily remove us from the experience of "drought" and trial. Elĳah was a prophet
to Israel. God did not lead Elĳah away from the experience of drought, but brought Elĳah
through and provided in the drought.
When Elĳah hid himself by the brook called Cherith, and God sent a raven to feed him, we can
see God employing both natural and supernatural methods to satisfy Elĳah's needs. God used
the natural waters of the brook and the supernatural actions of a raven. The flowing waters of a
still active brook was God's natural method of meeting one element of Elĳah's need. Water was
still available and, therefore, a supernatural provision was unnecessary. Without question, if
God had chosen to, He could have provided water through an everHiding From Danger Is filling vessel, but such was unnecessary at the time. Although the
Not An Act Of
drought had begun, there still were running brooks and active
Faithlessness.
wells. Elĳah's location could initially be concealed as he remained
It May Be An Example hidden alongside the flowing waters of the brook. The Lord's
Of Wisdom.
fundamental aim was to provide Elĳah with a satisfactory place to
hide. Since a brook was naturally available and thoroughly
(Proverbs 22:3; 27:12) effective in meeting the demand of the situation, God used the
natural.
In contrast, the raven was God's supernatural means of satisfying Elĳah's needs. There were no
other natural and effective methods that would get the needed bread and flesh to Elĳah on a
daily basis -- while hiding. It was initially critical that Elĳah's location was concealed, and
God's supernatural method of sending a raven would sufficiently conceal his hideout. A raven,
which would not be tracked in flight, which would fly about unnoticed, and which would not be
seen as odd as it carried flesh to Elĳah, was an ideal supernatural way for delivering dinner to
Elĳah.
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The word "raven" can be applied to about ten large birds which are all members of the crow
family. A closely related species of raven, called the brown-necked raven, inhabits North Africa
as well as the Middle East. The raven has a wedge-shaped tail, a satiny black-bluish feather, a
long powerful slightly hooked bill, and strong feet. The raven is considered by comparison to
other birds in general, so intelligent that it can be taught to mimic human speech. The raven is
social, and highly adaptable to various living conditions. The raven is omnivorous, meaning
that it feeds on a number of different foods including seeds, fruit, small birds, and mammals.
Notice that it was the delivery system that was supernatural, not
the fact that a raven sought out and carried animal flesh. It was
The Natural & The
the supernatural guidance of the raven and its delivery to Elĳah
Supernatural
that was supernatural. It was the specific transport of bread and
Provisions Of God
flesh to Elĳah's whereabouts, and maybe even the willingness of a Often Blur The Lines
raven to relinquish its food to Elĳah, that was supernatural. How
Of God’s Actions.
fascinating that the Lord uses the natural instincts of a raven to
gather dead flesh, includes the abundances of fresh dead flesh, has
the raven select “humanly-healthy-dead-flesh”and combines it with the supernatural GPS
movement of a raven to where Elĳah is hiding, and the supernatural willingness of the raven to
give it away to him.
The gathering of meat and bread was an instinctive and natural activity of a raven. Yet another
supernatural element may mark the raven's delivering of meat to Elĳah. The raven would have
to gather good meat in quantities and qualities fit for Elĳah's consumption! Human beings
cannot necessarily consume meats that scavengers can process. This raven was either a
supernatural connoisseur of dead meats and/or fresh meats, which would have been abundantly
available on a daily basis due to the devastation caused by the pending drought.
Inevitably, due to the increasing intensity of the drought, the brook
finally dried up. God did not need to initiate a second supernatural
channel to meet Elĳah's current need for water, for there still was
water available in Israel -- in the city called Zarephath. The Lord
could have prevented that particular brook to continue its flow – as
He did with some of the plagues which happened in Egypt, but not
Goshen. Or the Lord could have selected another brook which was
little known and which He knew would have not dried up.
This Brook Dried Up
Because What God Is
Doing Around Us
Often Impacts Us As
Well.

Notice that after the brook dried up, God again used the natural rather than the supernatural in
providing Elĳah's new need for water. Although the drought was continuing to bear down on
Israel, well water was still available -- in at least one city's well – the city of the widow of
Zarephath. Apparently, the well was deep enough that it had not run dry through the past days of
the advancing drought. Therefore, God sent Elĳah to drink out of the natural well water, which
replaced the natural running waters of Cherith.
The natural, though severely limited, provisions of a widow in Zarephath replaced the
supernatural delivery system of a raven. However, God would again use supernatural methods
to sustain Elĳah. Although water was still naturally available, the drought had taken its toll on
agriculture. Therefore, the Lord sent Elĳah to a widow. She would been given a supernatural
and constant supply of all the meal and oil necessary to prepare the daily food for sustaining
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both her family and Elĳah. The mixture of the natural and the supernatural repeatedly weave
together and change throughout the account. Nevertheless, they are distinct.
What is important to realize is that at any time, God could have just bypassed the natural and
provided supernaturally. At any time, God could have provided naturally and not used His
supernatural powers. Even though God uses both, God is not prone to display and use His
supernatural and majestic powers without some necessity or intended purpose. God is not a
showman but has ordained powers, talents, abilities, resources, and people to be used by men to
address their own needs and the needs of others.
Typically, the Lord does what we cannot do. He is not disposed to perform the miraculous when
the natural and normal actions of men will accomplish the goal. The proof of that is found in the
Lord’s words to Satan’s temptation in the wilderness – Matthew 4:5-7 . . . .
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple,
And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He
shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
The Lord’s response was that calling upon and/or expecting the angels to protect, when the
simple means of safety and protection was to not jump from the pinnacle.
There is a misleading conception concerning the means that God uses to meet the needs of His
people. When God's people face emotionally, psychologically, spiritually, or physically
demanding situations, they sometimes mistakenly think that God's typical manner of meeting
those needs is supernatural rather than natural. They
communicate such thinking patterns by their responses and
expectations. Too often, when facing great need, we may be led to Don’t Force God To Do
believe that God Himself will step in and supernaturally meet the A Miracle When Doing
What Is Right &
demands that are pressing us. We may respond to that pressure by
Reasonable Is His
reciting a Bible verse such as, "But my God shall supply all your
Typical Avenue.
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
When we do that, we are communicating that we believe that God will supernaturally meet the
need. We may be saying and thinking that our human efforts are not needed. By our failure to
step in and personally seek to meet part or all of the need, we communicate by implication that
God will personally, directly, and therefore supernaturally supply that need without our human
involvement. The belief that God works primarily through people is being lost in Christian
thinking!
Captain Scott O'Grady was shot down on June 2, 1995 over Bosnia and after six days and
nights of survival, he was rescued. In his book, “Return With Honor,” Captain O'Grady shared
his thoughts and prayers . . . .
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I'd lost count of the prayers I'd recited since my
plane was hit, since that awful jolt that seemed so
long ago.
I'd prayed that I'd survive the missile's impact and
the flames that had enveloped me; that the bubble
canopy would release, allowing a safe ejection; that
my seat would function and send up a working chute
I'd been delivered all I'd asked for, and now I was
asking for more. Dear God, let me land in a safe
place, without harm.
Captain O'Grady did all that he could to eject properly,
land in the safest place, and elude the enemy who saw
him descend.
What he couldn't do was so hide
himself that he couldn't be found, but he wasn't found.
O'Grady stated . . . .
Two men walked to the very edge of my hiding spot,
five feet from my burrowed head, and kept going
straight down the path, without a hitch in stride or
conversation.
I don't know why they missed me--can't explain it,
except that God veiled me from them.
Thank God there were no dogs there," he told his
military debriefers.
Could it be that a worldly selfish atmosphere is causing
God's people to justify their lack of personal
responsibility and the unrealistic expectations that God
will mystically provide?
Perhaps the thinking is this:
Obviously, God has more resources at His command
than we do. Not to mention, He knows exactly what
to provide, whereas we might make a mistake in our
efforts. Furthermore, when God gives, His resources
are in no way diminished. Surely, God, Who has all
the riches of glory at hand ought to be the one to give
to those in need.
Therefore, rather than acknowledging the fact that God's
natural method of meeting real and honest needs is

Side-bar
Acts Of God
In a 1997 article titled "Tornado Theology
Ties Up Arkansas Disaster Relief," the
Associated Press reported on a debate about
whether a tornado, which hit the Little
Rock area March 1, should be classified as
an act of God.
Apparently, Gov. Mike Huckabee, a Baptist
minister, took the position that God would
never inflict such evil and in contrast the
other state lawmakers insist that God must
be responsible.
The governor wanted the destructive and
deadly tornado to be called a a “natural
disaster.” After much debate about God's
role in the tornado, the Arkansas House
satisfied both sides by using both phrases
side by side.
The law refers to certain occurrences as
"Acts of God" which is any accident or
event that occurred due to "nature" or
"natural causes."
Events which are totally subject to God's
sovereign activity and not caused by human
activity is generally falls into that category.
Whether one believes in God or not, when it
comes to liability, God can and will be
credited with such acts.
Fire originating by lighting, devastation or
loss caused by cyclones, earthquakes,
droughts, flooding, hurricanes, or violent
winds, freezing, death, and the like are
exempted from personal liability if they
could not have been foreseen and prevented.
In the truest sense, all miracles are "acts of
God" that are sovereignly due to the activity
of God.
God supersedes the operation of His natural
laws.
Any and all events that follow natural laws
are in fact the result of "natural causes."
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through people, some of His saints would rather have God supernaturally meet the need -- out
of His ample, ever sufficient, never diminishing, heavenly storehouse. A self-serving world
spirit that avoids being the avenue of meeting the needs of others may infect God's people!
This is not to say that God does not provide in totally supernatural ways. However, although
God can, and indeed does, personally and supernaturally meet the varied needs of people, God's
typical and prevailing means of meeting needs is through other people. The supernatural or
miraculous avenues are reserved for needs and demands that cannot be met through natural
avenues. It is true throughout the pages of Scripture that God expects us to do all we can do,
and then He supernaturally does what we cannot do. A common New Testament example is the
raising of Lazarus. God raised Lazarus from the dead, but Jesus did not remove the tombstone
or take off the grave clothes. Men could remove
the stone and unravel the grave clothes.
More often than not,
using His supernatural powers was
God does what we cannot do! Therefore,
unnecessary.
When the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, Jesus Himself knew that His Father's means of
providing and protecting were primarily through the natural and not the supernatural (Matthew
4:5-7). It is considered sin to put God to the test, to require that He work supernaturally when
provision and protection are available by following natural avenues of wisdom. If Jesus inferred
that God would not employ the supernatural with Him, His own Son, then surely God does not
employ the unnecessarily miraculous with us.
God does not employ the supernatural or miraculous to meet the
demands of a situation unless the natural means are either . . .
1) not available
and/or

Don’t Jump And Look
For Angelic Help,
When You Were Not
Told To Jump And
Should Not Have
Jumped.

2) not as effective, as is deemed necessary to address the situation
in God's own wisdom.
• Parents are God's primary means of meeting the needs of their children.
• Husbands and wives are God's primary means of meeting the needs of their spouse.
• Children are God's primary means of meeting the needs of mom and dad in the later
years of their life.
• Family members have the responsibility of meeting the needs of each other and the
home.
• Brothers and sisters in Christ have the responsibility of meeting the needs of God's
people in the church.
The front line of responsibility in meeting the needs of family members is other family
members. God meets family needs through the family unit. Those who face needs ought to be
able to rely on their natural family first before they seek help from the second line of help, the
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church, and before they seek help through the
supernatural. Moreover, the Bible states that God's
people are worse than infidels when they do not provide
for the needs of their family.
Dave Dravecky of baseball fame went through some of
the most difficult days of his life as he fought cancer.
His testimony is that Janice, his wife, and his children,
were vital in meeting the emotional needs that
accompanied this deep trial. About Janice, his high
school sweetheart and then wife of thirteen years, he
states . . . .
"(Janice) has truly been the wind beneath my wings. . .
. She has not only had to go through this, but she
has had to be a mom, and she handled it all. I'm so
grateful God has blessed me with such a wonderful
wife."
God did bless and provide for his needs, and the needs
of the family, years before Dave Dravecky even knew
what she would have to be there for, but that provision
was not miraculous, but providential!
We need to see that the reason that God has given us all
that He has is so that we can be used to meet the needs
of others.
There are those who want to transfer their responsibility
to God when, in fact the Lord has given the obligation
to them.
The size of our families is related to our decisions
and actions. We should not say that we are having as
many children as God would have us to have. The
number of children God wants us to have is not
simply supernaturally determined!
How much education, training, initiative in pursuing
jobs are all factors in what job opportunities are
available. Although God can and does provide
unique employment opportunities, the job
possibilities which become available to us are not
simply determined supernaturally!
The personal spiritual growth of our children is
connected to us as parents. God, by His grace, can

More About
More About Dave Dravecky
• Dravecky is a professed Christian.
• He broke in with the San Diego Padres
in 1982 and played there until midway
through the 1987 season and was then
traded to the San Francisco Giants.
• Dravecky’s bout with cancer first
became public when he underwent
surgery Oct. 7, 1988, to remove a
malignant tumor from his left arm.
• He was told that it was likely that he
would never pitch again.
• Dravecky courageously made a
comeback Aug. 10, 1989, pitching
eight innings in a 4-3 victory against
the Cincinnati Reds.
• However, in his next start, Dravecky
was throwing a pitch in the sixth
inning at Montreal when the bone in
his upper left arm snapped.
• Dravecky pitched his last game Aug.
15, 1989
• Dave Dravecky’s 1990
autobiography was titled "Comeback."
• When "Comeback" was released,
Dravecky had just announced his
retirement from baseball after eight
seasons as a major league pitcher.
• Dravecky was a National League AllStar and pitched in two NL Championship Series and one World Series.
• He finished his career with a
respectable 64-57 record. He lost his
left arm to cancer June 18, 1992.
• His second book (1992)) was titled,
"When You Can’t Come Back."
• Dravecky says his faith was and is
vital,
“I’ve come to understand that God is
really shaping and molding my
character. I’ve come to realize that real
growth of character takes place in the
valleys of life. Ultimately, I have hope
that no matter what happens to me,
some day I’m going to be in heaven
and that’s where I will have peace.” 2
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and does work in the lives of our children, but the character, convictions, work ethics, and
the like are not simply determined supernaturally!
A modern-day sluggard, who was visiting the lovely and modest home of one of our church
members said, "You have been quite lucky to have this beautiful home." The church member
did not believe in "luck." They also realized that their guest misunderstood the place of work in
having what they desired and envied. The husband responded by saying . . .
"I find out that the harder I work, the luckier I get."
While there are times when God's provision is supernatural, the overwhelming majority of
examples of God's provision are not marked by supernatural activity, no less luck, but rather by
common, ordinary, plain, vanilla, nothing unusual, run-of-the-mill hard work!
By expecting God to do what they ought to be doing, some of
God's people are actually tempting the Lord. They are demanding
that God does the supernatural because they have refused to, or
have ignorantly neglected to see, the rightful role God that has
given them. Some parents have tempted the Lord God to grace
and/or mature their children since they have not done what they are
able to do themselves. Others expected God to keep their marriage
together supernaturally as they neglect and/or violate their role in
marriage. Have you come across those who expect God to provide
shelter and food as they neglect their responsibility of hard work?
God says that the natural law which we call hunger" needs to
operate. This natural law will help them seek out work, which is
God's method for meeting their needs.

There Are Some
Natural Laws Which
Are Divinely Designed
To Operate In A Way
That Expects Us To
Engage In Reasonable
Behavior Or Take
Appropriate Actions.
If You Don’t Work,
You Don’t Eat

Small-claims courts, sometimes called "magistrates' courts," are designed to resolve minor
difficulties of life. In such courts not only are procedures simplified, but hearings are informal,
and costs are minimal. In such courts you do not need an attorney. If you end up in a smallclaims court, the rule of thumb is that you will receive a more favorable ruling by the judge if
you have made an honest effort to settle the difficulty before your appearance in that court. The
judge's powers are there to resolve what has, to this point, been unresolvable by honest and
sincere effort. Even in God's magistrate's court, one must not think that God will use all of His
majestic powers to address any and all of our trials of life. God's powers are potentially
available, and you can go to His "Supreme Court," which sits over the affairs of men, but God
does expect you to do all within your God-given powers, abilities, and talents to resolve the trial
before He decrees the use of His majestic powers!
At times, people misuse Bible passages to justify spiritual lethargy or personal apathy, or to
explain away personal responsibility. For instance, one of the great Old Testament Psalms
states, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it; except the Lord keep
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." (Psalm 127).
It is not that we do not need not labor or watch, but that all of our labor and watching are in vain
if God does not bless the work of our hands. God wants to use the work of our hands to bring to
pass His will in this world and in the lives of others. Jesus also clearly stated during His
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ministry (Matthew 6:28-32) that the Father takes care of the lily of the field and that surely He
will take care of us. However, God's means of providing for the lily of the field are primarily
natural, not supernatural. Knowing and declaring that He cares, and/or praising God's great
wonder-working power must not be used to pass off our personal responsibility. God will not
allow His promises to be used that way!
The principle is this:

God's typical and most basic method of meeting needs
is the natural, not the supernatural.
God first uses the natural means that are available to meet needs. We ought not to be looking for
special "acts of God" to be His standard operating procedure -- the normal method of God's
provision. To the degree that we fail to understand that principle, we will fail to put ourselves
into the equation of meeting human needs. When we fail to understand that God typically uses
natural means for meeting needs, we may end up saying to those in need, "Be warmed and
filled." It is our God-given responsibility to meet many of the needs of people that God has
placed into our lives. Jesus stated that when we give a cup of cold water in His name, we have
done that kind act to Jesus. However, it should be noted that Jesus did expect us to refresh
people, even though He could provide the cup of cold water, as even the cup, supernaturally,
without any human intervention.
God first uses the natural means that are available to meet needs.
We ought not to be looking for special "acts of God" to be His
standard operating procedure -- the normal method of God's
provision. To the degree that we fail to understand that principle,
we will fail to put ourselves into the equation of meeting human
needs. When we fail to understand that God typically uses natural
means for meeting needs, we may end up saying to those in need,
"Be warmed and filled." It is our God-given responsibility to meet
many of the needs of people that God has placed into our lives.
Jesus stated that when we give a cup of cold water in His name, we
have done that kind act to Jesus. However, it should be noted that
Jesus did expect us to refresh people, even though He could
provide the cup of cold water, as even the cup, supernaturally,
without any human intervention.

God’s Plan For
Meeting The Needs Of
Your Wife, Husband,
Family, or Parents
Is You!
“But if any provide not for
his own, and specially for
those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and
is worse than an infidel.”
– I Timothy 5:8 –

Typical human needs can be met by belonging to this-or-that organization, or by enrolling in
this-or-that plan. For example, by adding to one’s insurance premium or by paying a fee to an
automobile club, you have a right to call for road emergencies. Emergency road services
promise that such help is only a telephone call away, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year.
Does the Lord really expect us to ignore the normal and natural so that He can employ His
angelic host to perform supernatural services.
Notice that such organization or programs are only designed to cover any-and-all emergencies
that you need to get you back on the road moving again. Towing is provided, but only if the
vehicle cannot be started within a reasonable period of time. They will jump-start your car if
your battery is dead. Such services only dispense enough gas to get you to the nearest service
station. Your flat tire will be replaced as long as the spare is not also flat. The policy's provisions
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do not include routine and normal maintenance. They will not come to clean the windows, check
the tire pressure, or perform an oil change. Their services are to meet the actual emergency, not to
do more than is needed to get you back on the road. May I suggest that God’s “emergency
service program” is generally designed to get you back on the road -- not to do everything you
can do, you should have done, or you can still do after the emergency is over.
God’s program provides for emergency services because He has already provided a general
maintenance manual that addresses the normal and routine situations of life and living. His
manual reveals how to raise children, how to control one's temper, how to work, and maintain a
job, prayer, finances, taking off and putting on, the available armor, etc. The reason He has
provided such a manual is because He is not providing “supernatural-emergency-services” to do
what we can and should do ourselves.
I do not what to be misunderstood about the availability of God's supernatural powers. Without
dispute, the same general maintenance manual, which reveals the normal procedures for
Christian living, also includes instructs us about His supernatural powers and provisions. He has
indeed included His “supernatural-emergency” number. Unlike many road service programs
offered in this world, His provided number is never busy, and He does not leave us waiting on
the road for hours.
There is always a principle in operation which covers those
who make decisions, and get on roads that are just not wise in
the natural. It is called the principle of “GRACE.” So even
when we have made some terrible decisions in life, and failed
to use our common sense, and God’s revealed Scriptural
wisdom, or not consulted the minds of good and godly men
and women, He still uses His providential-supernatural
powers to dig us out of our own sinful and foolish actions –
by His and because of His GRACE.

He giveth more grace
when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength,
when the labors increase;

However, believers who are honestly facing real need must
dial the number. He has told us how to access His powers,
when they are available, and when He desires to
enthusiastically use them on our behalf! -- "When we have
exhausted our storehouse of endurance.

When we have exhausted
our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed,
ere the day is half done,

Without question, God has provided an emergency road
service plan for His people.
The Lord has designed his emergency road service plan to
get us out of a ditch when we cannot possibly extricate
ourselves by our limited powers -- like when the Lord
caused a plague on the house of Pharaoh because of
Abram’s foolish lie -- (Genesis 12).
The Lord’s program will give us enough emotional and
spiritual gas to get to the next station where we can fill up.
It will get us a meal and rest, like Elĳah or in the parable
of the good samaritan.

He Giveth More Grace

To added affliction,
He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials,
His multiplied peace.

When we reach the end
of our hoarded resources,
Our Father’s full giving
is only begun.
His love has no limit,
his grace has no measure,
His power no boundary
known unto men;
For out of his infinite
riches in Jesus
He giveth and giveth
and giveth again
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He will jump-start our hearts so that we can get back on the road when we lack the energy
to go at it again. There were times that David ran out of energy, and the Psalms record
how he encouraged his heart in the Lord, or Jonathan’s words re-charged his spirit.
He will give us a “spare” friend or family member to move us along, like he did with with
Esther in giving her he uncle when orphaned.
When we have taken the wrong road, He will give us a supernatural map, like He did for
David as Abiathar called on the ephod to determine which way to turn or go.
When real emergencies strike and we lack the resources to deal with it, then He is only a call
away, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year! If we lack that perspective, we will be
expecting God to miraculously step in and show up on life's road when we should have been
and ought to be following the revealed will of God.
The mentality that Gideon voiced marks the Christian world. Gideon stated, "If the Lord be
with us, why then is all this befallen us? And where are all His miracles which our father told
us of. . . . the Lord hath forsaken us." God's people may be looking for that unexpected
check, and an unknown inheritance from a long lost uncle, or the arrival of the billboardsized Publisher's Sweepstakes check, rather than God's provision of a second job. Has God
forsaken His people when He provides work?
To the degree that we fail to understand the principle of how
God naturally provides, to that degree, we will also fail to
pursue the natural means of having our needs met. God
promises to meet our need for food and clothes. God naturally
provides for those needs through working for a living. We
cannot refuse to work and then think that God will somehow
provide. We do not sit at an empty dinner table and pray,
"Give us this day our daily bread" and expect God to drop
down provisions from heaven. His method of giving us our
daily bread is through giving us health, opportunity, and
energy so that we can work.

We Typically See What
We Are Looking For.
When We Are Looking
For The Supernatural,
Midst The Natural, We
May Well Miss The
Natural.

An interesting example of how God provides through the natural avenues of life and living
can be found in the Old Testament practice of gleaning. God established gleaning as an
appropriate and moral method for meeting the need for daily provision. There was no
justification for a woman to stoop to the immorality of prostitution to be able to eat. The Lord
built into His law and into Jewish culture the legitimate right of gleaning in the fields of
others and gathering all he or she could. Interestingly, those who were compassionate on the
gleaners would even leave more than would have naturally fallen by the wayside during
harvest (Ruth 2:15-16). Perhaps we could call that "extra -natural" provision. It is only when
we are not able to satisfy our needs through legitimate avenues that God will step in and
supernaturally provide for His people.
Grasping this principle ought to excite our thankfulness, so that appreciation of the ordinary
flows out. If we do not see that it is also God who is providing in the "natural" events of life,
we will fail to thank God for how He has met our needs. Do you remember the words of
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Gideon when the angel appeared to him in that winepress, during the days of foreign
oppression? Gideon asked about the miracles that he had heard about from his fathers.
Gideon wanted to see the supernatural even though God was providing daily. God's people
have such a natural tendency to seek the supernatural and not see or find God in the still
small voice. We are impressed with the barrel of meal that was not used up, but not with the
brook that flowed life-giving waters daily.
Grasping this principle is able to also guide us in ministry. What has God done in your life, in
such a natural way, that He wants you to use in ministry? If it is true that God gifts for
ministry, and it is, then God has given you gifts through inherited traits and abilities. God has
naturally provided other talents through your environment. Perhaps you have taken a
language in high school or college that you had to take to meet a requirement, but God had
you take that course for far different reasons, for future ministry. There have been other
seemingly natural experiences that you were privileged
Grace Greater Than Our Sin
to participate in that God brought into your life for a
by Julia Johnston
specific purpose. More often, far more often than we
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
acknowledge, God's program and plan follow natural
lines than supernatural!
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
If we only thank Him for the supernatural answers to
our life's needs, our attitude of gratitude will be very
limited. God is still the one who is responsible for
meeting our needs even if He satisfies through the
natural and human avenues of provision. As James
states, "Every good and perfect gift cometh down from
the Father" (James 1:17). All that God gives does not
have to drop down from heaven for us to understand
and realize that God is the source of all.
"Thank You" Lord . . . .
for giving me the skills,
the health, the resources,
the talents,
the wife,
the children,
my country,
my church and
all that make my life what it is.
"Thank You" Lord for all these that make my trials
what they are, far easier to bear under and go through.
Far too often, we are prone to look for the miraculous
before we are moved to say "Thank You" to God, the
Source of all the normal, natural, common, ordinary,
run-of-the-mill, plain, vanilla details and events of life!

Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was
spilled.
Refrain:
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse
within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!
Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross.
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide;
What can we do to wash it away?
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,
Brighter than snow you may be today.
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe!
You that are longing to see His face,
Will you this moment His grace receive?
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More About
More About Miracles
It is not uncommon for the world to identify natural processes as miraculous. Speakers and writers have
characterize the sprouting of seeds to the birth of a child as "a miracle." There are many phrases and slogans
that employ the word "miracle."
Miracle mile / Miracle diet / Miracle pills / Medical miracles / Miracle
baby / Miracle of miracles / Miracle on ice / Miracle cure / Miracle
surgery / It was a second-half miracle / It was a major miracle / It was a
modern-day miracle / He was expecting miracle / She will need a miracle/ Miracle on the mound / The
team ran out of miracles / Miracle Grow
/ The Miracle at "Trapper Creek" (A book title) / "The Miracle
Worker" (A play about the life of Helen Keller) / The Miracle drug (Penicillin was the miracle drug in 1943)
"Miracle Grow" elixir is a garden product that implies that the promotion of plant growth is beyond the
natural. Apply "Miracle Grow" for high performance flowers and "show stoppers."
Various media sources report on 100-pound St. Vincent’s yam, pumpkins approaching 1000 pounds, or 5
pound tomatoes which are partially attributed to "Miracle Grow."
The truth is that Miracle Grow only encourages the absolutely natural processes of seed and plant growth.
High performance flowers or vegetables bloom and sprout not only because nitrogen and potassium is
abundantly available, but also due to rot-o-tilling, working in compost, pulling weeds, spraying, tweaking off
other sprouts that sap nutrients, watering, etc.
At the end of the summer months, The Philadelphia Inquirer reported the results of the “Big Tomato Weighin" which took place on the sidewalk outside of the Roxborough Manayunk Savings Bank on Ridge Avenue.
Frances Drozdowski, of Dupont Street in Manayunk (an area of Philadelphia) clearly stated what it really
takes to grow award winning tomatoes.
“It takes work! “she said, “to get a good tomato, you have to work at it
(emphasis mine). You can’t put your plant right in the ground and expect it to grow. You need Miracle Grow.
You need to stake your plants. You need to dig a trench around your plants and watch out for bugs. They’ll
eat your plant right down to the ground.”

Elĳah = “My God is Jehovah”
Tishbite of Gilead: “Tishbe”
1Ki 17:1 – And Elĳah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead,
said unto Ahab,
1Ki 21:17 – And the word of the LORD came to Elĳah the Tishbite, saying,
1Ki 21:28 – And the word of the LORD came to Elĳah the Tishbite, saying,
2Ki 1:3 – But the angel of the LORD said to Elĳah the Tishbite, Arise, go
up to meet the messengers
2Ki 1:8 –And he said, It is Elĳah the Tishbite
2Ki 9:36 – This is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant
Elĳah the Tishbite, saying,

P - 26

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

The Hall of Fame: Hebrews 11
11:32 – And what more shall I say? Time will not allow me
to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel,
and the prophets,
11:33 --who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who
shut the mouths of lions,
11:34 – quenched the raging fire, and escaped the edge of
the sword; who gained strength from weakness, became
mighty in battle, and put foreign armies to flight.
11:35 – Women received back their dead, raised to life
again. Others were tortured and refused their release, so
that they might gain a better resurrection.
11: 36 – Still others endured mocking and flogging, and
even chains and imprisonment.
11:37 – They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they
were put to death by the sword. They went around in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, oppressed, and
mistreated.
11:38 – The world was not worthy of them. They wandered
in deserts and mountains, and hid in caves and holes in the
ground.
11:39 – These were all commended for their faith, yet they
did not receive what was promised.
11:40 – God had planned something better for us, so that
together with us they would be made perfect.

More About
More About Julia Johnston
Julia Harriette Johnston (1849-1919)
was the daughter of a Presbyterian
minister who served First Presbyterian
Church, Peoria, Ill. She lived in Peoria
from age 6.
Johnston was faithful to the ministries
of the church, serving as a Sunday
school superintendent and teacher for
41 years. She was also president for
two decades of the Presbyterian
Missionary Society, an organization
founded by her mother.
She authored several books including
Indian and Spanish Neighbors (1905)
and Fifty Missionary Heroes (1913). In
addition to many Sunday school
lessons, she also wrote about 500
hymn texts; today her reputation rests
primarily upon the hymn “Grace
Greater than Our Sin.” 59

More About
More About Ravens
The use of the word "raven" can be applied to about ten large birds which are all
members of the crow family. A closely related species of raven, called the brownnecked raven, inhabits North Africa as well
as the Middle East. The raven has a wedgeshaped tail, a satiny black-bluish feather, a
long powerful slightly hooked bill, and
strong feet. The raven is considered by
comparison to other birds in general, so
intelligent that it can be taught to mimic
human speech. The raven is social, and
highly adaptable to various living
conditions. The raven is omnivorous, meaning that it feeds on a
number of different foods including seeds, fruit, small birds, and
mammals. 61
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The Divided Kingdom
There were only three kings over all of “Israel” – Saul, David, &
Solomon. Upon Solomon’s death the kingdom split into the
Northern Kingdom called “Israel” and the Southern Kingdom, now
called “Judah.”
The Northern Kingdom was ruled by Jeroboam.
The Souther Kingdom was ruled by Rehoboam
The Northern Kingdom was composed of ten tribes.
The Southern Kingdom was composed of the tribe of Judah and
Benjamin.
The Capital of the Northern Kingdom was Samaria
The Capital o f the Southern Kingdom was Jerusalem.
Only the Southern Kingdom and its kings were the legitimate heirs,
through David, of the David Kingdom.
Elĳah was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom, called “Israel.”

More About
More About Motorcycle Accidents
You See What You Look For
The Driver’s Failure to See the Motorcycle Causes the Accident
by Violating the Motorcyclist’s Right-Of-Way
The HURT report found that the driver of the other vehicle caused the accident by violating the
motorcyclist’s right-of-way in the majority of motorcycle accidents.
The HURT report also found that “The most common motorcycle accident involves another vehicle causing
the collision by violating the right-of-way of the motorcycle at an intersection, usually by turning left in
front of the oncoming motorcycle because the car driver did not see the motorcycle.”
The failure of motorists to detect and recognize motorcycles in traffic is the predominating cause of
motorcycle accidents. Drivers failed to see the motorcycle either before the collision or did not see the
motorcycle until it was too late to avoid the accident
A more recent 2009 study known as MAIDS or the Motorcycle Accident In-Depth Study found that the
primary accident cause in 70 percent of motorcycle accidents (not just left turn accidents), involving another
vehicle, was that the driver failed to “perceive” the motorcyclist.
It was reported in the Sun Sentinel that the FDOT found people with motorcycle endorsements on their
driver’s licenses report seeing motorcycles all the time, while those without endorsements, living in the
same area, report that they only occasionally see motorcycles. Chanyoung Lee, a senior researcher at the
University of South Florida’s Center for Urban Transportation Research Was quoted as saying, “If you’re
aware of it, you see it”.
This is why we distribute signs, bumper stickers and magnetic car signs to raise awareness of motorcycles
on the road with the slogan BE AWARE MOTORCYCLES ARE EVERYWHERE®. 60
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Always Be Prepared For God To Change
The Means For Meeting Your Needs
“And it came to pass after awhile, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the
land. And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which
belongeth to Sidon, and dwell there.”
(I Kings17:7-9)
The Boeing 747 is known for carrying the
American space shuttles “piggy-back” on their first
experimental flights. They build this plane with
multiple backup systems.
The 747 carries 40,000 imperial gallons of fuel
in its main tanks, and an extra fuel tank was
added inside the tail, which can hold an
additional 2750 Imperial gallons.
They designed the wing and the fuselage to be
“fail- safe” meaning that it can tolerate the
failure of any single structural component and
get its hundreds of passengers safely back to
earth.

More About
More About The Boeing 747
• The first "jumbo jet" first when into
service in 1970 with Pan American
• Weighed twice as much as the previous
airliner - for a weight of 356 tons
• Four engines with a thrust of 43,700
pounds each
• Range of 6,460 miles
• Cruising speed of 610 miles
• Cabin: 19.7 feet wide, 190 feet long
• Passengers: 490 plus crew

Additional exit doors are provided for a possible
emergency, even though only the two front
doors are used when the plane is in normal
service.
They designed and built the landing gear and
shock absorbing struts to handle far more than
the impact of the aircraft which drops more than
300 tons onto the runway at almost 200 mph.
The 747’s undercarriage is attached to eighteen tires, five units of four wheels, along with
the nose gear that is attached to two tires. All five units can handle the immense weight
of the aircraft in landing with other tires blown.
The hydraulic systems have a “fail-safe” backup system that can be powered from air
tapped off of the engine.
Four generators support the electrical supply as well as an auxiliary power unit (APU) in
case of failure.
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All these “fail-safe” systems are for emergencies if man’s best plans fail.
Backup plans have no place in God's thinking or in the operation of
His world. It is only in man's world where the idea of "backup
plans" come into play. It is man's unavoidable and necessary way of
operating wisely in this world. Wise men think ahead about what
alternate plans can be and might be required if their first plan does
not work. Wise men understand that planning for failure is
necessary when one does not have total sovereignty. The more men
clearly grasp that they are not sovereign, the more they judiciously
make alternate plans for the possibility of failure.
Men build into the work of their hands, backup systems, that become available when the potential
of failure become actual, when an actual failure confronts them at a critical moment of time.
Therefore, men build every commercial airplane, from corporate to jumbo jets, with multiple
backup systems because of the potential and significant loss of human life. Beyond the loss of life,
is the financial loss of millions of dollars of equipment.
Elĳah was positioned at the brook Cherith, facing and experiencing the reality of an ever expanding
drought and famine. God then elected to no longer meet Elĳah’s basic needs through this small
dwindling brook and through a preprogrammed raven
who was on a nonstop daily scheduled flight pattern,
which terminated at Elĳah’s habitat. God purposely
changed His means, but not because He was unable to
overcome the actuality of the intensifying drought, nor
because He could no longer control the actions of this
thus far programmed raven. God never changes His
methods because of unmanageable glitches or an erosion
of His sovereign supernatural powers. God’s changing
method for addressing Elĳah’s needs was not the
implementation of His first alternate backup plan.
God has no such backup systems in His world or in His kingdom's work. His original and only
set of plans are absolutely -- and truly the only plans which are -- "fail-safe." The Lord has never
added something to compensate for the realized possibility of running out of fuel. There are no
structurally weak components. All of His divine blueprints reflect a sure and certain execution of
a plan. He need only provide one set of doors for walking into His will. There are no multiple
emergency exits for delivering His people out of the hateful and feeble imaginations of such men
as the Pharaoh of Egypt, Haman, or Herod. He never overbuilds to handle possible tremendous
pressures or for unplanned damage. APU's are nonexistent, and He alone can override any created
being operating in this world.
God Can Hide His
God's changing ways, speak nothing about His powers or sovereignty
People In Plain
but only speak of . . . .
View And No
OneFind Them, but
• the complexity of His program
He Uses The
• the diversity of His methods, and
Natural – Cherith
• His desire to constantly drive us back to Him as the source.
in Gilead!
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During the first famine that faced Abram, Abram went
down to Egypt. Nowhere in the biblical account was
Abraham rebuked for going to Egypt to survive through
the time of famine. In fact, Abraham and Lot both left
Egypt with great riches.
However, Isaac was told not to go down into Egypt
during the days that he was facing a famine (Genesis
26:1-2). Add to that the fact that Jacob and his sons
moved to Egypt during another famine. Did God -- and
does God -- want His people to lean on the world's
provisions in time of great physical need? Is that how the
Lord provides?
God has the sovereign freedom to change His ways
when dealing with men and nations. Divine plans are
established in the secret counsels of the Godhead. God
is in no way obligated to act in the present according to
His operations of the past. God destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah, but have all cities that were as wicked of
those two cities been destroyed? Ananias and Sapphira
were struck down for lying to the Holy Spirit, but have
all such liars been struck down? What God
accomplishes in the life of one saint is not an
established pattern for how He works in the lives of all
believers. As the scriptures state, who has been God's
counselor? His ways are deep, rich, unsearchable, and
past knowing (Romans 11:33).

More About
More About Captain O'Grady
• A United States Air force F-16 pilot
Shot down on June 2, 1995 over
Bosnia
• O'Grady was flying in tandem over
Bosnia Locked up by target-tracking
radar.
• A SA-6, a super-sonic rocket packed in
threes, was locked on him.
• His F-16's radar warning spikes,
detecting the firing of a SA-6
• Eight seconds later: Programmed voice
- "Counter, Counter."
• Nine seconds later: One of three
missiles explodes between the planes
• Ten second later: A SA-6 hits plane's
belly shears the $20 million dollar
plane in two
• Plane decelerated to approximately 350
mph.
• Scott O’Grady deploys ejection seat
• Survives and spends six days and nights
in enemy territory before he is
rescued

The Lord may change the methods of His provision, but
His deep commitment to working all things together for
good never changes. Nevertheless, it is when God changes
His methods that our certainty in His commitment is too
often shaken. Our difficulty is that we are not so sure that
God has totally and adequately provided for our
protection. We may begin thinking about a "manual
override," which puts us back in control of the events of
our life.
Captain Scott O'Grady ejected from his jet, and found
himself five miles up, facing four minutes of free fall
until he reached an altitude of 14,000 feet. At that
altitude his parachute was designed to release and the
ejection seat would automatically separate. However,
Captain O'Grady was not sure everything would work as
it was designed. He was concerned about the impact of
the enemy's missile on the jet's eject system. He wanted
additional time to adapt if the parachute system failed to
deploy. Having the parachute over his head open well
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before he reached that automatic trip-altitude
was his wish. He did not trust that the
emergency ejection system which they
designed and built into the F-15 would still
work after such an explosion that split his jet
in half. If all the automatic safety systems did
not work and deploy his chute, he wanted the
time to try to come up with a way to deploy
the parachute and/or ensure a reasonable
landing.
Captain O'Grady said . . .
"I wanted to end this harrowing episode - I wanted a chute over my head now, thin
air notwithstanding. . . . Within seconds of
ejection I decided to do something and
find out where I stood."

More About
More About Relying On The Designer
• When a jet pilot jettisons the plane, his seat, along
with a drogue chute, the main parachute, and a
survival kit are ejected together.
• Some seats are fitted with a rocket motor under the
seat to increase the height attained so that even
an ejection at ground level would lift the pilot
up approximately 300 feet level and permit the
main parachute to open and safely land.
• A drogue (small) chute is first deployed to stabilize
the seat, to slow down the fall of the seat so that
when the main chute is deployed it does not
burst, and to also pull out the main parachute out
of its pack at the appropriate time.
• A barostat control measures the atmospheric
pressure to determine the height of the pilot and
delays the opening of the main chute until the
oxygen levels will sustain the pilot.

Therefore, at an altitude of 24,000 feet he
decided to take matters into his own hands.

• The ejection seat used by the modern U.S. Air
Force on the F-15's is referred to by the acronym
ACES-II (Advanced Concept Ejection Seat).

He stated, . . .

• Old ejection seats during the Vietnam era might
thrust you out at 21-Gs at 60 m.p.h.. One could
break a leg or even lose a limb with such forces
operating on the pilot.

"So I took hold of the manual override
chute handle, on the right side of my seat,
and drew it back. Straightway I heard a
pop as the little drogue chute whipped
out, to help extract the main chute and
stabilize my seat. Less than two seconds
later I felt a jerk, and then I heard the
most wonderful sound, a great billowing,
like someone shaking out a gigantic bed
sheet. . . . I couldn't look behind me to see
if the chute was full, but I knew I had
something. I could tell I was falling more
slowly; I could hear the nylon canopy
rustling in the wind."
Is not his response in a time of emergency so
absolutely human? When we find ourselves in
our emergencies, facing crisis, dropping so
very fast from our places of past security, we
want to do something!
Although God had designed a totally fail-safe
plan for our lives, supported by the best
divine engineering department of the heavens,

• Modern ejection seats in the F-15 are built from
cast rigid aluminum. They are "smart seats"
designed with probes and sensors to calculate
altitude, airspeed, and position.
• They contain an internal gyroscope to limit
tumbling which is controlled by tiny rocket
thrusts.
• Ejection thrust reaches 10-12 Gs.
• One kind of ejection is where you can slow down
your plane's speed and prepare for it. The second
kind is under full emergency conditions.
• If you delay your ejection too long under
emergency conditions, the rapidly rising Gs
might make you unable to reach for and pull the
detonation mechanism.
• F-16's are designed with a mechanism to jettison
the canopy before the ejection seat's explosive
charge will fire.
• "My whole life would depend on my canopy's
vanishing act.
Either it separated or I was
through, Dear God, please let me out of this
plane!" -- Captain O'Grady 3
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we are not always so sure that all will work as He
planned. When traumatic explosions hit our lives, we
would like to try some of our methods just in case
His fail. Those traumatic explosions of life are known
for ejecting us out of our past securities. When God
chooses to change, to radically change His methods
of providing for our needs, we are so quickly and
easily apprehensive that we want to draw back the
manual override chute handle on the left side, not the
"right" side, of our seat. God's changes can be so
traumatic that we want to seize control to make sure
that we do not crash. We also want to find out where
we stand so we can take what we believe is
"appropriate action." We are apprehensive about what
God has done, and/or is doing, and are not certain
that His chute will hold us up as promised.
God is in no way bound to continue His past means
of his provisions. Elĳah was moved from the river
Cherith, which was on a specially programmed
raven's express flight path, to a city which was
experiencing the blight of famine.
Any past providential provision can be replaced by
another natural avenue of supply OR superseded
through a supernatural avenue of supply. Often when
God changes His methods for meeting our needs, He
does it to drive us back to Himself, to push us to
trust the Provider more, and to trust the means of
provision less. The means of provision are no more
or no less trustworthy than the Provider that stands
behind the provision.

Side-bar
Warranties
When you enter into a contractual
relationship with another individual for
purposes of purchasing a product,
certain warranties many accompany
such a product.
There are two basic types of warranties
– express and implied. Implied
warranties are those that, even though
not included within the written terms of
a contract, are assumed by law to exist,
absent any clear indication to the
contrary.
An implied warranty warrants or assures
that the goods are “fit for the ordinary
purposes for which such goods are sold”
(i.e. a toaster will toast bread).
By contrast, express warranties are
explicit affirmations of fact or clear
promises which are contained in a
contract concerning the quality,
operation, durability, etc. of the product
sold.
An express warrant may arise from an
advertising slogan such as “the beverage
that refreshes” or from the actual
product name such as “Never-Fail
Smoke Detectors,” or the famous “EverReady Battery.”

Captain O'Grady's emergency ejection seat and suit are no more trustworthy than the
engineers who designed it and the technicians who built and installed it. If the designers did
not or could not foresee all the eventualities and account for all possible disasters, the safety
system will fail at a point in time. If the technicians did not carry out the construction and
installation, the safety system will fail at a point in time. It is the providers, not the
provision, that must be trusted!
We are never to learn to lean on the instruments of provision, but on the Provider who has . .
.
• designed,
• engineered,
• constructed, and
• installed
. . . all the safety systems for the protection and provision of His people! We are never to fall
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in love with the provision, but only with Him. Captain O'Grady should not hug the ejection seat
which delivered him out of the doomed plane, nor should he embrace the silk chute which
delivered him safely to the ground, but he should thank those who designed and installed the
entire system. They provided a system that could insure his safety under the most stress filled
conditions!
It should be comforting to read the words, "the brook dried up," for had the account stated, "the
raven died," the inference might be that supernatural provision of God was somehow thwarted. It
is no surprise that the brook dried up. The nation was under the judgment of God which included
a three-year drought. The brook drying up was only the expiration of God's natural means of
meeting Elĳah's needs. This was bound to happen since God cursed the land by stopping the
rains which feed the streams and wells of the land. Notice that God emphasizes the natural
explanation for the river's demise when He says, "because there had been no rain in the land."
(17:7). Interestingly, God employed a bird that would be one of the last creatures to die during a
famine, a vulture who relied on the dead flesh of dying man or beast.
Naturally, the brook dried up, but God's specially
commissioned, supernaturally motivated bird had not
suddenly or unexpectedly died. Nothing outside of
God's decreed plan and program could have ended the
supernatural provision of bread and meat by His
preprogrammed raven. God did not have to go from
bird to bird, as one after another died and/or was killed
during the famine. The Lord did not find Himself
subject to the ebb and flow of vulture death, having to
reappoint and program new ravens for the task.
Obviously, the scheduled flights of the raven also
ended because the need ceased. The Lord commanded Elĳah to move to a new avenue of daily
supply. Had God's raven been killed, or had it died, and then had God to appoint another special
delivery raven, the implied message would indicate that God's supernatural provision was
frustrated. If God's supernatural method of meeting Elĳah's need were actually frustrated, then
one greater than God Himself could only have frustrated it. God's sovereignty would then be
subject to serious question.
However, God's supernatural methods never fail and are not subject to the typical operations of
natural law! All and any of the natural avenues that God employs can disappear or fail because
they are based on the physical laws which God has built into His world. In Elĳah's situation, the
physical laws of God's world were operating as naturally designed -- drought dries up the existing
water supplies. The extinguishing of almost all natural water supplies throughout Israel does not
reflect on God's power to meet needs. Natural avenues of provision will fail and ultimately come
to an end since they are finite and limited channels of provision. Inevitably everything runs out or
is degraded by the operation of yet other physical laws also built into God's world. Youths shall
faint and be weary, and young men shall utterly fail (Isaiah 40:30) because that is natural, but
God's supernatural powers supersede all such laws.
I would like to suggest that God's chosen raven could have never died of natural causes, been shot
out of the air by a hungry, famine driven hunter, or consumed by a natural predator. God
supernaturally chose the raven to perform its task of delivering food to Elĳah. The oldest raven,
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when selected by God to carry out His will, would outlive the natural life span of any and all
ravens until it finished the bidding of its sovereign Creator. No arrow in the sky could have
found its way to this raven in flight as long as God decreed its use in the Master's service. God is
not continually adjusting Himself to the changing demands and conditions of life and death.
God states . . . .
"I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end
from the beginning. . . . My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. Calling a
ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country."
God has called many a strange bird to carry out His will in the affairs of men!
As long as we keep up with God, our needs will continue to be met, even though they may be
every-changing. The account states, "And the word of the Lord came unto him saying, Arise,
get thee to Zarephath" (I Kings 17:8-9). What would have happened if Elĳah had not kept up
with God, if he had not left the brook and
gone to the city of Zarephath? The answer is
God’s Supernatural Use Of Animals
simple. Elĳah's needs would not have been
met. No only must we be willing to accept
Noah’s Ark: The animals arrived on time,
the fact that God may choose to meet our
male & female, and 2 X 2.
needs in a radically different way than He has
in the past, and/or in different ways than He
Balaam: The ass he was riding upon spoke to
elects to meet the needs of others, we must
him.
acknowledge that it is only we obey God's
leading that we arrive at new places of
Jonah: The “Whale” – Great Fish was
positioned for Jonah’s overboard splash, and
supply. The meeting of our needs is directly
released him at a determined time and at the
related to how well we follow his leading to
designated place.
the new and different avenues of provision. If
we do not keep up with God, we may end up
Daniel: Daniel was cast in a den of lions. I
foolishly staying at the brook of past
don’t know if Daniel used the lions as a pillow,
provision as its supply continues to dwindle.
as is humorously portrayed at times, but the
We may die standing there, believing that
lions had no appetite for him and apparently
never laid a paw on him.
God has promised to meet our needs there
and only there.
God has the right to change His means of provision and when He changes the means we must
also be in tune to where He is leading us. God leads us to green pastures when we follow Him.
He satisfies us when we are in the place that He wants and directs us. A desert will stay a desert
even if we are mentally or emotionally convinced that it ought to be an oasis. An oasis will be a
desert if it is not where God wants us (Genesis 13:10-13). However, a desert is an oasis if that is
where God has directed us.
When we are where God has directed us, we are safe even if it
looks as if we will be overwhelmed (Exodus 14:2,9). He will even prepare us a place in the
presence of our enemies. It may appear that wolves surround us, but they cannot touch us if God
placed us there. Needs are met when we keep up with God's plan and program!
I Kings 17:8 states, “And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying.”
Such a phrase was God’s expressed warranty that He would provide for Elĳah if he just
P - 35

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

obeyed the stated directions. It was not the word of
men, but the word of the Lord that came to Elĳah.
God’s word carries along with it the unmistakable
and right presumption that the authority of the whole
heavenly world stands behind it. Men’s words carry
no such implied warranty. Men who lean on the
assurance of other men will be sorely disappointed
in life.
It was June 26, 1990 that President George Bush
reneged on his main election promise of 1988 that
he would not raise taxes. In 1988 President Bush
forcefully stated, "Read my lips: no new taxes."
Whether or not this U-turn may have lost President
Bush the election to the then Arkansas governor,
Bill Clinton, it does point up the insecurities which
are resident in the promises of men, especially in
the erratic world of politics!
In contrast, when God says, "Read My lips," we may
have the fullest confidence in the sure and exhaustive
fulfillment of every word! There will be no U-turns
due to political considerations or counter veining
powers.
When God gives commands or instructions, He does
not always accompany those commands with a
stated promise assuring the positive outcome of
obeying such a command. However, the Bible does
include such phrases as, "And the word of the Lord
came." Such phrases carry along with them an
"expressed warranty." God does not need to say, "I
will engage the powers of heaven and earth on your
behalf if you move according to my direction." But
implicit in the Lord's instruction is an assurance that
if the instructions are followed, God Himself will
stand behind any and every implication of
obedience. To say, "the word of the Lord came," is
to implicitly promise that His directions will never
fail and He is ever ready to call up the powers of
heaven to insure all that he promises.
The instructions were given to keep Elĳah alive, and if
Elĳah followed those instructions, they were tailormade to insure appropriate and adequate provision. If
He told Elĳah to move to Zarephath, in order to have
his need of food and water met, then Elĳah's needs

Side-bar
Follow The Instructions
Most products are sold with instructions
that tell a buyer how to use the product.
If the consumer has not followed the
instructions and is thereby injured, the
manufacturer's liability is limited or nonexistent.
If the car manual says to check the oil cold,
the dipstick has been calibrated for cold,
unexpanded oil or if it says to check it
warm, then follow the directions.
Sometimes, there are instruction on the use
of a product that baffle the average
consumer. “Why would anyone have to
put that warning on the product.” Most
would conclude that some were rather
“dumb reminders!”
A Wheelbarrow: “Not Intended For
Highway Use”
A Baby Stroller: Remove Child Before
Folding.
A Chipolte Delivery Vehicle: Notice:
Drivers Do Not Carry Extra Burritos

However, the instructions are necessary
because there are those who may not think
of some very common dangers.
For instance, a four-year old decided to
open up the over door of the family's 30
inch stove and use it as a step. She used
the door to lift her high enough to look
into the pot that was cooking on the top of
the range. The stove tipped forward and
seriously injured the child.
God's people are sometime injured and
find themselves in great need because they
simply didn't follow the instructions! 62
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would be met only if he moved according to God's
stated map. Elĳah only needed to obey, for God did
not bring Elĳah this far to let him down.
God has promised to meet all of our needs
(Philippians 4:19), and we can be sure that behind
any direction he gives us, stands the full authority of
a sovereign God. God's leadership carries along with
it the implicit assurance that His grand storehouse of
power and authority will provide for every step of
the way.
The songwriter said it like this . . .
He didn't bring us this far to leave us.
He didn't teach us to swim to let us drown.
He didn't build his home in us to move away.
He didn't lift us up to let us down.
God's people only need to follow God's revealed
will, and then God will continue to show His presence and care. The unmistakable latent
message is, "Where God leads, He will provide!"

The Background To Setting Up False Worship In The Northern Kingdom
And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:
If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and
they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.
Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt.
And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.
And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.
And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which
were not of the sons of Levi.
And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like
unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel,
sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the
high places which he had made.
So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast
unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.

– I Kings 12:26-33 –
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Behold, I will send you
Elĳah the prophet
before
the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the
LORD
– Malachi 4:5 –
Elĳah & John The Baptist
So they answered and said, “John the Baptist, but some say Elĳah; and others say that one of the old
prophets has risen again.” – Luke 9:19
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elĳah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And
he answered, “No.”
And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elĳah, nor the
Prophet?”-- John 1:24-25
Both were bold witnesses to the king – Ahab & Herod
Both were connected to the Jordan River – II Kings 2:6; Matthew 3:13-16
Both call for God’s people to repent.
Both were rejected and persecuted by the official powers of their day. – I Kings 19:2; Mark 6:24
Both were visually identified by the hairy animal skins they wore. – II Kings 1:8; Mark 1:6
Both saw God’s glory on a mountain top. – I Kings 17; Matthew 17
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God Does Use The Unlikely In His Program To
Meet All Our Needs
Arise, get thee to Zarephath which belongeth to Sidon, and dwell there; behold I have
commanded a widow to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow was there gathering sticks.
(I Kings 17:9-10)
And she said, As he Lord, they God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go
in and prepare it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.
(I Kings 17:12)

Linda Cianfarra, age fourteen, awoke lying on
her mattress, stripped of the sheets and
blankets.
This young fourteen-year-old girl could not
understand why she was looking into the
stars.
A sailor, Bernabe Garcia, aboard the ship
Stockholm, heard the girl’s cries and found
her on the deck. Her arm was broken, and she
was unable to sit up.
Garcia picked her up off her bed and carried
her to the ship’s hospital.
When asked for her name, she said, “Linda
Morgan.”

More About
More About The Andrea Doria
• History: President of the United States
was Dwight Eisenhower
• Andrea Doria: An Italian passenger liner
broadsided by the Swedish liner
Stockholm
• Collision took place at 11:10 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 25, 1956 off Nantucket
Island, off the Massachusetts coast.
• There were 1,706 passengers aboard
• Edward P. Morgan was a broadcast
journalist and writer who throughout his
career reported for ABC, CBS and public
television

The purser of the Stockholm, Curt Dawe,
could not find her name on the passenger list.

• In 1956, Mr. Morgan broadcast a
memorable account of the collision of
the ocean liner Andrea Doria.

Linda then thought that it might be listed
using her stepfather’s name, Cianfarra.

• Morgan's 14-year-old daughter had been
aboard the Andrea Doria and was
believed to have been killed.

Again the purser could not find her name on
the passenger list.

• Morgan reported on it, not telling his
listeners that he was aware that daughter
had been aboard and was presumably
killed.

They then asked Linda where she was
traveling from, and she answered, “Madrid.”

• Morgan's daughter was discovered alive
the next day.
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As Linda began to weep, she said, “Isn’t this the Andrea Doria.”
Dawe replied, “No, this is not the Andrea Doria . . . . .This is the Stockholm.”
Linda Morgan Cianfarra, the daughter of the famous newscaster, Edward P. Morgan, was
picked up and carried on the wreckage of her bed by the bow of the Stockholm after the
collision. The book titled, “Saved,” which documented the events of the sinking of the
Andrea Doria described what happened.
“The bow of the Stockholm had sliced into
her cabin directly beneath her bunk next to
the porthole, smashing her bed. It had
hurled Linda’s half sister, Joan into the se
where she perished. It had fatally torn her
stepfather, Camille Cianfarra. It had thrown
her mother, Jane Cianfarra, into the
adjacent cabin where she lay almost
hopelessly trapped.
Then, as the Stockholm’s bow retread from the
Andrea Doria’s crushed innards, it lifted Linda and
her mattress almost gently out of the doomed ship
and deposited her safely on the Swedish liner.
Without ever comprehending that there was a
collision or that her cabin had been demolished and
her family decimated, Linda lay unconscious on the
deck without any apparent serious injury until the
sailor herd her frightened plea for help. ‘It’s a
miracle,’ Garcia whispered solemnly.” 5
Who would have ever imagined such a bizarre account? How very unlikely the series of
events that deliver Linda Morgan to the deck of the Stockholm! God’s ways are
unsearchable!
Likewise, with Elijah, God would provide for him through an avenue that was beyond
the imagination and from one vantage, far more amazing than the brook and the raven.
God’s method of meeting needs was about to change radically! The brook, which was
Elijah’s final small hope of survival, was drying up and would be removed as God’s
means of subsistence. God was going to use a desperate, dying widow, who was facing
the full effects of the drought and famine, to feed Elijah.
The incredible nature of God’s newly selected means of provision, the widow of
Zarephath, might elude the passive reader. The details of I Kings 17 construct a picture
of this new “need-meeter,” which is absolutely unimaginable and paradoxical. First, God
sent Elijah to a widow to sustain him. The very word “widow” inherently speaks of
need. Add to that fact, Elijah’s soon-to-come realization that the widow is not even a
moderately well-to-do widow. Instead, she entirely lacked the ability even to sustain
herself.
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The unusual nature of the account is further heightened as the passage reveals that Elijah
met this widow as she was gathering sticks to prepare the last meal for her and her child.
Then she further communicated to Elijah her desperate situation by sharing the dismal
prospect her anticipated death. If we had talked to such an individual, we might have cut
the conversation short -- “There is no to little hope or help here. God is not going to use
her to help me!” A reasonable firsthand conclusion since we do not expect paupers to
help paupers.
God paints a unique and remarkable picture composed of two individuals who are juxtapositioned
together, both who are unknowingly walking toward each other. Can you visualize the picture?
Midst the backdrop of national famine, they are moving toward each other on the road of great
need. The first figure is a widow who is seemingly the most destitute and hopeless of the two. Her
hair, face, clothes, and lack of energy all reveal her sense of hopelessness. The prophet, as he
walks into the city, does not resemble the other famine-stricken citizens. Although his clothes are
none the better, the fullness of his face and body far exceeds the shrunken frames of those inside
the walls. He is carefully looking for that older, single soul who seemingly lacks the aid of a
husband.
It would be this widow who would be the one called upon to be
the means of the deliverance for Elĳah, a prophet with no more
Don’t Look For
tangible resources to survive the famine than she. One would
“The Rich Widow,” think that a widow, who was unable to sustain herself and
death, would not be used to meet the needs of anyone
Or You May Miss anticipating
else! Does God actually expect people in great need and poverty
to meet the needs of others? Yes, God sent Elĳah to a widow who
God’s Provision.
outwardly offered no visible promise of help and who was
without question in a more desperate condition than the prophet
himself. Not all "Good Samaritans" (Luke 10:33) have more resources than the one they are called
upon to help. God does not call upon us to be "Good Samaritans" only when we have the oil and
wine to pour into wounds, an animal to transport the near-dead, or the money to provide for
extended care at an inn. We are called upon to do all we can with what we can, even in our poverty
(II Corinthians 8:1-4).
God has the freedom to radically and surprisingly change His methods of meeting needs. As He
removes one avenue of supply, His people should, and must, have their minds and hearts open to
unique and unusual means of provision. Surely God's ways are notable and distinctive. God
reveals Himself by using this specially selected widow, who is in such a bleak condition, to meet
the material needs of Elĳah. It was as if a poor beggar was asking a yet poorer beggar for help. The
Lord chose to use a widow who was in as much and conceivably more need as the one she was
destined to help. It would have been more understandable had Elĳah been called upon to meet her
needs, and in the end, he does because God gives to givers!
If most of us planned and directed this account, we would have sent Elĳah to someone who had
great independent wealth, living in a part of the country that was on the outskirts of the faminestricken land. Why wasn't Elĳah sent to a rich widow, to a rich family in the city of Zarephath, or
at least to a home that was not in such a desperate condition? Why would God use a widow who
was not only more destitute than Elĳah, but who was also emotionally dispirited? God had so
radically changed Elĳah's source of provision that unless Elĳah were open to God's leading, Elĳah
would be completely lost as to how God was going to provide.
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Unless the principle that "God can and does use the
unlikely" was clearly under his belt, he would not only be
confused, but shortly Elĳah would become extremely
hungry as he continued to pursue avenues that God had not
ordained.
The principle that "God can and
does use the unlikely" is
God Loves Using foundational to understanding
God's methods of meeting
The Unlikely
needs. It is vividly and
&
unmistakably illustrated through
The Unusual
the account of Elĳah and the
woman of Zarephath! God will
and does use the unusual, even the most unlikely, to meet
the needs of His people. When we face need, our minds
may only drift toward those whom God would seem so
very likely to use. We may envision that those who have
the wherewithal are the most reasonable solution to our
trial. Therefore, we can foolishly miss His provision.

Don’t Forget

We may find ourselves extremely hungry if we fail to
grasp that God does use the "mean" things of the world to
be His avenues of supply. In fact, the Bible states that He
uses the base things of the world to confound the wise (I
Corinthians 1:28). God purposely confuses the world by
using the unlikely. Failing to appreciate that principle will
blind one's eyes to God's new, unusual, and ever-changing
means of provision. Remember, God's ways are past
finding out and are unsearchable!
In Fred Kelly's authorized biography of the Wright
Brothers, Kelly reveals what event contributed to Wilbur's
solution of one of the most plaguing problems of manned
flight. The Wright brothers had conceived of a wing
design that allowed two-thirds of each wing to rotate on a
shaft in one direction while the opposite wing rotated in
the other direction. The purpose of the movable wings
section was to change the lift characteristics of opposite
wings which would allow the aircraft to turn in the air. By
seeking to change the contour of opposite wings, greater
lift was created on one wing and less on the other.
However, a problem plagued such an approach. The shafts
that supported each wing added additional weight to the
craft and could not adequately support the weight of the
wings.

More About
More About TheWright Brothers
Orville and Wilbur were joint
owners of a bicycle shop in
Dayton,Ohio
The brothers were dedicated birdwatchers, and especially of turkey
vultures.
The Wright brothers observed that
turkey vultures righted themselves
when hit by a gust of wind by
slightly twisting their wing tips.
The twisting of an airplane's wing
tips to maintain horizontal stability
was vital to the development of
flight.
By 1902 they had made almost
1,000 flights over the sand dunes of
Kitty Hawk, N.C.
On December 17, 1903, the Wright
brothers made the first heavier-thanair flight across the sands of Kitty
Hawk, flying 120 feet in twelve
seconds.
Two flights later that day they
remained aloft for 59 seconds.

One night, some five or six weeks later, Wilbur solved the
problem of maintaining the strength and rigidity to the
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wings while changing their respective contours. His solution was vital to the future development
of flight because wing-warping solved one of the most plaguing problems of craft stability for
years. Wilbur was surprisingly struck with the solution by looking at a simple bicycle tube box.
Wilbur came home from the bicycle shop and enthusiastically told Orville of an idea upon
which he had hit.
“A customer had dropped in to buy an inner tube for a tire. Wilbur had taken the tube
from the pasteboard box it came in and was toying with the box while talking to the
customer. As he twisted the box he observed that though the vertical sides were rigid
endwise, the top and bottom sides could be twisted to have different angles at the opposite
ends. Why, he thought, couldn’t the wings of a gliding machine be warped from one end to
the other in this same way? Thus the wings could be put at a great angle at one side than
at the other, without structural weakness. That plan seemed so satisfactory that the
Wrights did not look for or consider any other method. Orville Wright later wrote,
“Learning the secret of flight from a bird was a good deal like learning the secret of magic
from a magician. After you once know the trick, you see things that you did not notice
when you did not know exactly what to look for.” 6
The Wright brothers needed to abandon their set ways of thinking and God, in his grand program,
allowed Wilbur to see something that he had never seen before in light of what he was seeking to
solve. Instead of following old thinking patterns, Wilbur realized that there was a different way to
warp the wings without using movable sections supported on a shaft.
The Christian Life
Is Quite Simple

Just
Trust
God

Secular minds are so sterile in understanding the truth that men do not
plan their thoughts. As Orville Wright was talking to a customer and
unknowingly manipulated a simple pasteboard box, he looked down and
God put a thought into his mine -- which answered the problem which
had plagued them till now. He realized, "That is the answer to our
difficulty."

It was God’s working to have this problem solved in the mind of Orville
on that evening! God's ways are unsearchable! He is unquestionably
amazing in His ways for directing the lives of people, the courses of
nations, and the enterprising changes in the world!
At times we need to recognize that the Christian life, in one sense, is so simple. We just need to
put ourselves into the marvelous hands of God and trust His multicolored ways of meeting our
pressures of life. We can do and dare anything when He is guiding us. We fail to trust a God Who
is high and lifted up. By entertaining false and mistaken images of the Lord we are lead into
doubt. We just need increasing clarity and completeness about whom God really is -- if we are
going to see how He elects to provide for us in kaleidoscopic ways.
When God removes one avenue of provision and seeks to establish another, His people must be
prepared to psychologically abandon past thinking patterns. Looking for and expecting God to
use the same past means of provision will only mislead us and cause His new gracious methods
of supply to be concealed.
When God removes one avenue of provision and seeks to establish another, His people must
be prepared to psychologically abandon past thinking patterns. Looking for and expecting God
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to use the same past means of provision will only
mislead us and cause His new gracious methods of
supply to be concealed.
It is also possible for us to anticipate and envision
new possible avenues of supply, which are not
God's paths at all. We may have concluded that a
particular path to be God's highway of provision
only because that is what we would think to do in
our limited minds. Such newly imagined avenues
may indeed seem more promising than God's
actually planned means of supply, which were
inconceivable to us. However, we must recognize
that God may use the unimaginable and
unimagined. Even when such inconceivable
methods may speak a message of impossibility and
even hopelessness, they may be precisely what the
Lord uses. When we grasp this principle, then we
will repeatedly stand amazed at God's promised
provision to meet all our needs.
It is possible for God's people to mentally and
emotionally limit the means by which God brings
to pass His will and our best. Mentally dictating to
God how we believe He should work will stop us
from seeing what God in His sovereign will choose
to use. By imposing our categories of thought upon
His methods, and in essence, declaring various
methods as reasonable and unreasonable, is to
occupy the sovereign throne of His wisdom.
Limiting God to avenues, which we have concluded
speak a message of hope, may cause us to miss
God's graciously decreed provision through
avenues that were absolutely hopeless. God may
use inconceivable methods, and when we grasp this
principle then we will repeatedly stand amazed at
God's limitlessness storehouse of promised
provision designed to meet all our needs.
God's people can be “inattentionally blind,” not
able to see the infinitely ways that God uses to meet
our needs. At times, some are not able to see the
bright blood-bought gifts of God's forgiveness that
the Lord supplies to soothe the heart. Sometimes
God's green provisions for our finances are so
apparent if we could only see how He is working in
ways that are not monetary. Although very few of
God's people are not always “inattentionally blind”
and are able to see a few of the of God's goodness,

More About
The Gorilla In The Room
Have you seen the video which features
a Gorilla “moving across the back of the
set,” but you never saw it.
Most all who watch the video never
realize that there is a large Gorilla
walking from right to left.
those watching.
It is put out by the Smithsonian institute
and the article which links to the video is
titled . . . .
But Did You See the Gorilla? The
Problem With Inattentional Blindness
“For more than a decade, my colleagues
and I have been studying a form of
invisibility known as inattentional
blindness. In our best-known
demonstration, we showed people a
video and asked them to count how
many times three basketball players
wearing white shirts passed a ball. After
about 30 seconds, a woman in a gorilla
suit sauntered into the scene, faced the
camera, thumped her chest and walked
away. Half the viewers missed her. In
fact, some people looked right at the
gorilla and did not see it.”

If you would like to see the original1999
video, click here or google “Daniel
Simons Gorilla.” 55
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God's people can miss the countless avenues of God's
grace and mercy. At times, the mind and heart can be
so out-of-focus that God's goodness moved across our
lives, and we never see what He was doing in our
lives. God may and does use inconceivable methods.
When we grasp this principle, then we will see and be
repeatedly stand amazed at countless movements of
God's gracious and merciful provision.
In the first year of law school, one of the most
consistently despised classes was "Civil Procedure."
The reason was that most students are more focused on
the glamorous legal arguments that one can raise in a
trial. A good number of students, and therefore many
future attorneys, failed to focus on basic civil
procedures that are part of our judicial system and must
be followed to insure the rights of all American
citizens. Too many were seemingly caught up with
fancy legal theories and therefore fail to think about
much else.
Likewise, God's people can also get caught up with the
glamorous methods of God -- an unexpected check or
inheritance, a lucrative job offer, or an opportunity that
came out of seemingly nowhere. We may follow such
limited thinking patterns and dream of the dramatic and
fanciful means that God could use to meet our needs.
At the same time, God wants to use some of the most
basic, common, ordinary, vanilla, run-of-the-mill -- and
even seemingly hopeless means for addressing our
needs.
Perhaps, at various times in our lives, we have wrongly
concluded that our God, who has clearly promised to
meet all of our needs, has not met our needs according
to His riches in glory. However, it might be more
accurate to conclude that we never had the eyes to see
what God was doing. We may have failed to open up
our eyes to colorful ways of God's working.
In recent years there has been a new form of art that
uses a process for creating hidden images. Sometimes
they refer to it as 3-D art. When merely glancing at the
picture, a jumble of seemingly random or uniquely
patterned colored shapes appear. The picture is not
effortlessly obvious. One must focus on the picture as a
whole, and almost "see through" the picture, to pick up
the 3-D image placed there. At times The Lord hides
His avenues of provision. The provisions are present,
but they are hidden among the seemingly random series

More About
You See What You Are Looking For
Have you heard someone saying this as
he/she was looking at a picture which
looked like just some kind of pattern of
lines:
"Oh, there is Snoopy, the WWI flying
ace, on his doghouse. Over there is
his scarf. Woodstock is in the upper
left."
or
"Okay, I've got it. Oh, yeah, this one
is great. Now I see it? It’s A Shark!"

A Magic Eye – Shark
• An art form sometimes called "stereograms," "stare-o-grams," or "3-D
Magic Eye," Creator: Tom Baccei
(buh-SHAY)
• An idea based on the 1838 invention
called the stereoscope by English
physicist Sir Charles Wheatstone
• Past 3-D viewing was subject to a
stereoscope or special glasses.
• "Magic Eye" posters are made of
approximately 16 million dots.
• To see the 3-D image you have to see
"past" or "through" the image to
change the focal point.
• The eyes are presented with two
slightly different representations of
the same two dimensional object and
the brain seeks to reconcile the
images and is thereby tricked into
perceiving depth.
• 1994 licensing royalties topped $10
million
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of events in life. It is only as we focus past the events
of a day, and/or see-through what is happening, that
we recognize how beautifully God is providing in
three dimensions! It is just that His ways may not be
effortlessly obvious.
Sometimes the Lord's provisions have existed for
years, but God's people may not see them until
decades later because they have were not in the right
position to see it, and/or they did have the visual
health to see it.
On September 28, 1992, a Chilean observatory
confirmed that a 10th planet exists 3,700 million
miles from the Sun. 7 This planet has always
existed, but they did not see it for centuries because
no one was in a position and/or the power to see it.
Just like the ninth planet of our solar system, Pluto,
existed for centuries before they finally detected it
too. Percival Lowell first predicted Pluto in 1915 as
existing because of the gravitational effects that this
unknown and unseen celestial object was having on
the orbits of Uranus and Neptune. It was first
actually seen on February 18, 1930 by U.S.
astronomer Clyde Tombaugh at the Lowell
Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. Because Pluto's
existence could not fully explain the orbits of
Uranus and Neptune, astronomers predicted the
existence of this 10th planet, Planet X, which they
had not observed until 1992.
At times, things are happening, and our lives are
being clearly affected, yet we do not clearly see or
understand what is causing it all! We may not even
mildly grasp what the Lord is doing even as He
provides for our needs day in and day out. We can fail
to comprehend properly that God was or is providing,
according to His grand resourceful plan because His
artful methods are so very creative. One day, perhaps
decades later, we may finally see what was causing
the gravitational pull on
a future spouse, a close
Only The Lord Knows and needed friend, a
All Of The
child who has returned
Combinations
home. There are
&
galactic forces that God
Permutations
is using on our behalf
Of Every
that one day will be
Event Of Life.
made so very clear!

More About
Chilean Observatories
• Chile is one of the world renown locations
for the placement of reflecting and radio
telescopes.
• Two of the most awe-inspiring observatories of the world and provide some of the best
pictures of the universe are located in Chile.
• The Cerro Tololo Inter-American observatory, is situated in the Andes mountains.
• The "La Silla" European Space
Observatory is situated on a ridge called “La
Silla” - translated “The Saddle”, 7,800 feet
above sea level in the empty, vast Chilean
Atacama desert.
• Chile is an ideal location because of its
many high elevations on the face of our
planet earth the thin air which provides less
atmospheric interference, its excellent
weather patterns and many clear nights.
• La Silla enjoys approximately 300 clear
nights a year and therefore the fifteen telescopes located at La Silla are world renown
for providing some of the best and sharpest
pictures of the heavens. 8
God’s Omniscience
Psalm 147:5 – Great is our Lord and
abundant in strength; His understanding is
infinite.
Psalm 139:4 – Even before there is a word
on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it
all.
Psalm 147:4 – He counts the number of the
stars; He gives names to all of them.
Isaiah 40:28 – Do you not know? Have you
not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord,
the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not
become weary or tired. His understanding is
inscrutable.
Isaiah 46:9-10 – “Remember the former
things long past, For I am God, and there is
no other; I am God, and there is no one like
Me, Declaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have
not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be
established, And I will accomplish all My
good pleasure’
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We may have even missed God's provision
because we could not or would not admit that God
has a right to do His will, His way, in the affairs of
men. As does the Spirit of God, so does our Lord
in meeting our needs, He bloweth where and how
He willeth as he supplies the needs of His people.
Sometimes, the Lord has not given us the position
or the powers to see what He has set in place to
meet our needs. God's provisions are not often
very present.
At other times we are not looking for the Lord's
unusual provisions, and therefore we do not see
them. Often we only see what we are looking for,
and when we are not looking for God's amazing
and creative methods of provision, we never see
them. Therefore, we may also fail to thank Him as
well.
At still other times, we may never see what He has
done, or if we do, it is not until years later. If we
demand that God reveal what He is doing, or what
He has done, in order to be happy, we will be
unhappy much of our lives. Many of God's ways
will never be seen until eternity!
At times we can subtly believe that God will solve
our problems according to our preconceived way.
We may subconsciously believe that there really is
not any other way that a trial can be handled.
Sometimes we can act as if we have God under
contract, with the conditions established by us, and
believing that the Lord signed off at the bottom,
thereby accepting our terms.
God has indeed made promises and therefore has
contracted Himself as to what He will, and He will
not do. However, the Lord has never contracted
Himself concerning all the "hows!" If God does
not act according to how we thought -- He would
and should -- He has not breached any contract.
God will never stand "in breach of a contract"
because He has never promised what He cannot
and will not fulfill. God will never stand "in breach
of contract" because He has never promised all the
"hows" that we ourselves may have devised.

Side-bar
Contracts
• There are some interesting principles that
govern the establishing of contracts between
individuals.
• The parties to a contract must be legally
competent to enter into a contract.
• A contract cannot be made to carry out any
illegal activity.
• A contract is valid only when an offer is
accepted. A general advertisement is not an
offer, but only an invitation to an offer.
• A counteroffer is a rejection of the original
offer. Accepting a contract on a stated
condition is a rejection of an offer and/or
contract.
• There are express and implied contract -i.e. There is an implied contract to pay a
doctor when he is called upon to treat you.

The Widow Of Zarephath
As Spoken Of By Jesus
Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no
prophet is accepted in his own country.
“But I tell you truly, many widows were in
Israel in the days of Elĳah, when the heaven
was shut up three years and six months, and
there was a great famine throughout all the
land;
“but to none of them was Elĳah sent except to
Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman
who was a widow.
“And many lepers were in Israel in the time of
Elisha the prophet, and none of them was
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”
So all those in the synagogue, when they heard
these things, were filled with wrath,
and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and
they led Him to the brow of the hill on which
their city was built, that they might throw Him
down over the cliff.
Then passing through the midst of them, He
went His way.
– Luke 4:24-30 –
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When it comes to the game of chess, the average
chess master is able to think ahead about 25 to 30
moves ahead, even though after each player
moves his-her first piece, there are 100’s of
different possible positions.

More About
More About Chess

The Lord has full knowledge of all the possible
moves of men. He is infinity beyond a meager 30
moves ahead. And He Himself has an infinite
understanding of all men’s alternates or options,
as He works in the affairs of men.
It is overwhelming to realize that God has at His
fingertips, endless possibilities for meeting our
needs. The Lord always selects the very best of
the best. It is only in our very limited minds that
we may conclude that there are very few
alternatives available to Him. However, it is only
as we honestly admit the overflow of divine
solutions that we will sincerely do what Proverbs
3:5-6 calls on us to do, "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths."
Instead of looking for that sudden influx of money,
perhaps God is going to provide a better or even a
second job. If God provides through a second job,
and even through a very demanding second job, is
God meeting your needs? Is he allowed to meet
your needs that way?
Instead of God supernaturally meeting the
psychological and emotional needs of a son or
daughter, perhaps God is going to demote you to a
lower position at work. While that may increase
your financial pressures, it may also allow you
more time with your children. Is He allowed to
help your children through that avenue?
God may grace you with a wonderful wife who
has the ability to "supernaturally" turn a house into
a beautiful home, rather than give you that newer
and larger house. Can God make your present
home nicer through that method, or must He give
you that other house before you thank Him?
God may choose to grace you with children who
love the Lord rather than give you the success you
are seeking in the business world. Can God take

“There are 400 different positions after each
player makes one move apiece.
There are 72,084 positions after two moves
apiece. There are 9+ million positions after
three moves apiece.
There are 9+ million positions after three
moves apiece.
There are 288+ billion different possible
positions after four moves apiece.”
The Lord knows all the combinations and
permutations of all the various events of life
no matter the different possible order and no
matter the number of details involved. 54
One Cause Of Unthankfulness

Typically, we don’t see what we are not looking
for and/or focused on.
Therefore, too often we do not see what God is
doing because we are looking for Him to be
doing what we are looking for and/or focused
on.
The Result: We are UNTHANKFUL because
we never saw what he was doing or did and saw
no reason to be thankful because He didn’t do
what we thought He ought to be doing
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away a spouse to answer your prayer for the salvation of
wayward child?
Is God allowed to move a pastor through church turmoil
place where they will have the opportunity to
education? Or does the Lord only move His people
Can you see His grace even when He is not working
predetermined method of provision? Or does the Lord
categories of thought?
Can you thank Him even when you do not see Him
show you what He is doing before you praise His name?
Can God be God?
As a small girl, Amy Carmichael, who became a wellknown missionary to India, envied her mother's blue eyes.
She wanted blue eyes, instead of the brown ones that God
had blessed her with, so much that she boldly asked God to
change them. Her mother taught her that we served a prayeranswering God. After praying for blue eyes rising early the
next morning, and peering into her mirror looking for her
new blue eyes, she was disappointed because God hadn't
answered her, hadn't answered her at all.
It was not until years later that Amy understood that God
had answered her prayers, but the answer was not her
answer. Amy Carmichael became a missionary in India, and
during those years of ministry, she rescued young girls from
being sacrificed in the Hindu temples.
To disguise herself before she entered those temples, she
colored her skin brown with coffee and donned Indian garb.
As she delivered girls from the temple, passing by other
worshipers, who looked into her eyes, as she left the temple
with these little girls, she came to realize that if she had blue
eyes, and not brown, her "disguised rescues" might have
been compromised -- for Indians have brown eyes.
An Indian might have seen through what was really
happening if they saw blue eyes. She never lost her love for
the color blue, and it is no surprise that many of her books
were bound in blue. Years after her girlhood, Amy
Carmichael wrote a poem called "Blue Eyes" where she put
into verse this experience.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths.
– Proverbs 3:5-6 --

another loved one or maybe a
in order to move his children to a
experience a great Christian
through times of peace?
according to your personally
have to do it according to your
working? Or does God have to

Blue Eyes
By Amy Carmichael
Now, that tiny little child
Had brown eyes,
And she wanted blue instead
Like blue skies.
For her mother’s eyes were blue
Like forget-me-nots. She knew
All her mother said was true,
Jesus always answered.
So she prayed for two blue eyes,
Said “Goodnight,”
Went to sleep in deep content
and delight.
Woke up early, climbed a chair
By a mirror. Where, O where
Could the blue eyes be?Not there;
Jesus hadn’t answered.
Hadn’t answered her at all;
Never more
could she pray; Her eyes were
brown
As before.

Did a little soft wind blow?
Came a whisper soft and low
“Jesus answered. He said, ‘No.’
Isn’t “No” and answer?
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Jericho, Ahab & Fulfilled Prophecy
I Kings 16:34
In his [Ahab] days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: he laid
the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the
gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word
of the LORD, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.
Joshua has issued a curse on anyone who would try to rebuild
the city of Jericho, after its destruction by Israel, upon entering
the promised land (see Joshua 6:26).
• The cure was not that the city would never be rebuilt.
• The curse was upon any person who sought to rebuild it, not
on the city of Jericho.
• It is not approximately 500 years after the declaration of that
curse.
• The city of Jericho still remains in ruins.
• Ahab has not declared that he will rebuild the city.
• Ahab’s first son, Abiram, died as the foundation was being
laid.
• Ahab’s second son, Segub, died when the the city gates were
being installed.
The Camel:
“Ships Of The Desert”
“Camels are large
animals that are 5.9 feet
- 7.5 feet tall and weigh
660 pounds - 2,520
pounds.
They have a lifespan of
50 -60 years.
Camels can survive
without food and water
for several weeks.”

Not Even Dew!
I Kings 17:1
“And Elĳah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth,
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these
years, but according to my word.”
Dew: In the morning and/or evening, the earth’s surface cools
as it radiates off its heat. Not all the water in the air can
evaporate fast enough to be absorbed by the air, and it
condenses, forming water droplets on the grass, plants, and
ground surfaces.

On what basis did Elĳah act in
calling for a national drought over
the Northern Kingdom of Israel?
The Lord did declare that one way
that He would show his judgement
against the sinful behavior of His
people by means of drought.

Deuteronomy 11:13-17
13 ‘And it shall be that if you
earnestly obey My commandments
which I command you today, to love
the Lord your God and serve Him
with all your heart and with all your
soul,
14 then I will give you the rain for
your land in its season, the early rain
and the latter rain, that you may
gather in your grain, your new wine,
and your oil.
15 And I will send grass in your
fields for your livestock, that you
may eat and be filled.’
16 Take heed to yourselves, lest your
heart be deceived, and you turn aside
and serve other gods and worship
them,
17 lest the Lord’s anger be aroused
against you, and He shut up the
heavens so that there be no rain, and
the land yield no produce, and you
perish quickly from the good land
which the Lord is giving you.
Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto
the statutes and unto the judgments,
which I teach you, for to do them, that
ye may live, and go in and possess the
land which the LORD God of your
fathers giveth you.
Deuteronomy 4:1
All the commandments which I
command thee this day shall ye observe
to do, that ye may live, and multiply,
and go in and possess the land which
the LORD sware unto your fathers.
– Deuteronomy 8:1
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Interaction, Not Isolation, Is
The Way To Address Our Needs
“So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the
widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her, and said, Fetch me, pray thee, a little
water in a vessel that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and
said, Bring me, I pray, a morsel of bread in thine hand.”
(II Kings 17:10 -11)
At the age of sixty-six, in June of 1940, Sir
Winston Churchill boldly proclaimed in the House
of Commons . . . .

More About
More About Churchill

God promised to meet the needs of Elĳah, but God
also instructed Elĳah about what he must do to
deliver himself from starvation. The Lord told
Elĳah that a widow, who lived in the city of
Zarephath, would sustain him. No matter how
unusual and strange that might have seemed to
Elĳah, he would only experience divine provision
if he believed the Lord's promise and acted upon it!

• Neville Chamberlain sought to appease
Hitler believing that his grievances were
justified.
• Sir Winston Churchill tried desperately to
convince England about the real danger of
Hitler's Germany.
• Sir Winston Churchill became Prime
Minister May 10, 1940 at the age of 66, until
1945, the end of WWII.
• Churchill replaced Neville Chamberlain who
sought to appease Hitler.
• Part of Churchill's first inspiring speech to
the House of Commons - May 13, 1940:
• "I would say to the House, as I said to those
who have joined this Government: 'I have
nothing to offer but blood, toil, tear and
sweat. . . We have before us many, many long
months of struggle and of suffering. You ask,
what is our policy? I will say: It is to wage
war by sea, land and air, with all our might
and with all the
strength God can give
us. . . . You ask, What is our aim? I can
answer in one word: Victory-victory at all
costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory,
however long and hard the road may be; for
without victory, there is no survival."
• Second term: Sir Winston Churchill became
Prime Minister for the second time in 1951.
• His death: October 20. 1963

God's many promises of provision, found
throughout the pages of scripture, we designed to

• A marble tablet in Westminster Abbey is
inscribed with these words, "Remember
Winston Churchill."

"We shall not flag or fail. . . . we shall defend
our island. . . . we shall never surrender."
Sir Winston Churchill, known for his bulldog face
and his famous V-for Victory hand sign, challenged
England by the words . . .
"Let us. . . . So bear ourselves that if the British
Empire and its Commonwealth last for a
thousand years, men will still say: 'This was
their finest hour.'"
Churchill's victory symbol and his words of
assurance and promise of victory during WWII
were meant to motivate the people of England.
Although Churchill could not positively deliver on
those promises, ambitions, and hopes, he sought to
inspire a nation to sacrifice and relentless activity!
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inspire His people to greater heights of
commitment and service. The Lord never designed
them to promote any degree of slothfulness. His
faithful words are designed to motivate us to
faithfulness! God's promises, which assure us that
He will indeed meet all of our needs, were never
included in the pages of His divine revelation to
encourage any smattering of a loitering lifestyle.
I believe that most of us would like to have had
more revelation covering such areas as what is
heaven life, what will it be like to live in
resurrected bodies, or how did God work out
drawing us to Himself. There are also a good
number of areas about living the Christian life
which are not as expansive as we might well
desire. I would have like to have had more
revelation about marriage, raising children, and
even about the sticky area of divorce and
remarriage.
God's promises are so plentiful throughout all the
pages of the Bible that you can purchase books that
highlight the many words of assurance the Lord
has given us.
• There is no doubt that God has . . . . "given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust (II Peter 1:4).
• All of God's promises . . . . "are yea, and in
him Amen, unto the glory of God" (II
Corinthians 1:20).
• The Lord's promises are designed to cleanse
us from the sinful activities of the flesh and
perfect our holiness (II Corinthians 7:1).
• We are in a superior position compared to
many of the Old Testament saints, for many of
those saints "died in faith, not having received
the promises, but having seen them afar off."
They "were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth." (Hebrews 11:13).

Side-bar
Acting On Promises
• A legal concept is called "promissory
estoppel."
• The principle behind this concept is that
someone cannot make a promise to another
individual and then go back on his or her
word when the person who has relied on the
promise and therefore acted in light of it.
• For instance: Ted, while playing ball in the
backyard, hit a hardball and broke the
neighbor's window. Ted's dad promised the
neighbor that he would pay for the broken
picture window.
• The neighbor, believing that once the window
was replaced, hired a replacement service to
remove the old window and replace it with a
new one.
• Ted's dad is then sent the bill by his neighbor.
• Ted continues to delay and delay payment,
giving various excuses while giving
assurances that he will pay on set day after set
day.
• The deadlines come and go and finally the
statue of limitations for suing for the moneys
passes.
• Ted's dad finally refuses to pay.
• The concept of "promissory estoppel" forbids
the depriving of the neighbor's right to have
the damages paid for and Ted would be told
by the courts that he was required to make
payment.
• God's people can fully act in light of all that
God has promised.
• We do not need to fear that when we have
acted upon His clear word that we will be left
with any of the costs of consequences of
obedience.
Elĳah, A Man Just Like You
Elĳah was a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it
might not rain: and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six
months. 18And he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought
forth her fruit.
– James 5:17-18 --
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• Both the divine purpose behind God's proclaimed
promises, and the danger that accompanies the
receiving of such assurances, are clearly stated in
Hebrews 6:12. The Lord admonishes us when He
says, "That ye be not slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit the
promises."
• God calls upon us to be followers of those who
were persuaded of His promises, and those who
embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth -- Hebrews 12:1.
The danger is that we might be slothful, lazy, loiterers,
thinking that the promises mean that we do not need to
stand as strong, rise as tall, or serve as intensely as
those who walked before us!
• God challenged Abraham to leave his home, and
God promised to be with him and meet the needs that
accompanied such a move. We call this the
Abrahamic Covenant. Follow Abraham through the
times of famine, the disappointments, the times of
strife with friends and foes, the fears and frustrations,
the days of loss and less, and we will see the
perseverance of Abraham and the sure promises of
the Lord.
• God had the shepherd boy, David, anointed as the
new king over Israel, and promised David that He
would establish David's throne. We call this the
Davidic Covenant. In that covenant, God met the
physical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs of
David. How many have found such encouragement as
they read about David and Jonathan? The friendship
of Jonathan was just one aspect of God's fulfillment
of His everlasting promise to meet the needs of His
people. David later testifies that he has never seen the
righteous begging bread. David was so moved in
thinking about the promises and provisions of God
that he wrote an entire Psalm about God as the Great
Shepherd of the sheep.
• Joseph found God's peace in days of great pain.
• The emotional needs of Naomi were met through
Ruth.

More About
More About Laziness

• In a magazine called "Quitter
Quarterly," the writer argues that
quitting is much harder than it actually
looks.
• The essay entitled, "On Quitting"
maintains that quitting has been
undervalued in comparison to those
who "stick it out" and refuse to quit. In
fact it is maintained that quitters are
superior to lazy people because lazy
people are those who even lack the
present resolve to quit.
• Quitters are basically people who are
active rather than passive people.
• The article maintains that quitters go
through three steps that are very tiring.
Quitters must think about quitting.
Quitters must spend time on how to
quit.
Quitters must bring themselves to act
and then to finally quit.
• To combat "post-quitting depression"
the article goes on to state . . .
• "Tell everyone you know that you
have quit. Because of the stigma
attached to quitting, many quitters
deny themselves the pride and
gratification of quitting.
• Tell someone who you know will
disapprove, and go into detail. Tell
some who you know will approve
and let him or her congratulate you.
If your friends already know you
quit, tell them again. . . . think
about quitting something else. . . .
Encourage someone else to quit.
Try to witness his or her quitting." 9
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• Esther was used by God to protect her people.
Daniel found goodwill as a deported youth.
• Look at the list of Paul's pressures of life (II
Corinthians 7:5; 11:23-33), and yet he
proclaimed that God was able to meet all of our
needs (Philippians 4:19).
• Paul says that we ought to be steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is
not in vain in the Lord" (I Corinthians 15:58).
The Word of God is replete with clear, magnificent,
and certain promises of God, which assure us that
He will provide for our spiritual, psychological,
emotional, social, and financial needs.
Nevertheless, all the great and precious promises
were never designed to promote any degree of
slothfulness. Although God made sure promises to
Abraham and his many descendants, none of those
promises meant that any could just sit back and do
nothing. All those great Old and New Testament
saints, who received God's covenants and gracious
words of promise, were still expected to obey God
and follow the Lord wherever He directed them.
The Lord designed His promises to motivate them
in their service and walk.

Side-bar
Negligence vs. Accident
We have all heard the word “negligence.”
Negligence is differentiated from accident.
One is generally guilty of negligence when
three elements exists together:
1) when one has a legal duty or obligations
to conform to a certain standard,
2) when one fails to conform to that
standard,
3) when one's conduct is closely related to
the injury, and
4) when actual damage has resulted.
For instance: A doctor is negligent if he
himself performed the operation that left a
surgical instrument inside of a patient’s
abdomen after an appendix operation leading
to the need to perform a second operation to
remove it.
He failed to conform to an accepted standard
of conduct, since such a mistake is not an
acceptable standard of conduct for a trained
professional.
Negligence is different from an accident,
because an accident occurs in spite of the
exercise of reasonable care.

In life there are some pains that are the result
Sloppy, half-hearted service ought not to be the
of negligence, reasonable care has not been
natural result of God's magnificent promises!
taken!
Rather, how much easier it is to serve God
energetically when we are promised that all things
will work together for good -- that we shall reap if we faith not -- that we have a house, not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Have you heard someone say, "He is a promising new ballplayer?" Being a "promising player"
does not mean that the player can sit back and not work on developing his God-given skills. It
means that there stands behind that player some definite abilities, which, if pursued, will result in
the mastery of that sport. Likewise, God's promises, if pursued and obeyed, will also result in our
success. God's promises are not only given to assure us about how the final chapter will end, but
they are also designed to motivate us to employ the means to reach that definite end.
God's promises assume the right, the reasonable, and the obedient activity of His people. It is the
grace of God and the operation of men, which brings those promises to reality. The divine
promises, which are certain, and which come from the heavenly throne of God's abundance,
often require sacrifice and the expending of much physical and emotional energy.
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An unsurpassed New Testament example of this truth is found in Acts 27:23. An angel of God
assured Paul that no one would die in the imminent shipwreck. Paul relayed the sure promise of
God and said, "Be of good cheer; for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but only
of the ship." I well imagine that Paul's challenge "to be of good cheer" did not exactly fit the mood
aboard the storm-tossed ship. Paul's confidence in the promise of God was probably far stronger
than those who heard about the angel who visited Paul that night! Nevertheless, whether or not
they experienced the same certainty as Paul, or doubted every word, the promise was certain from
the moment that the angel of God had spoken it. Paul revealed it aboard the ship, and no man
could have changed God's decree! Or could they?
Could one or more of the sailors have dropped the rigging that was moments ago being pulled taut
by mighty hands, and then would have all the men still been saved alive? Never forget that God
not only ordains the end, but He ordains the means!
The account states that the sailors continued to monitor the ship's movements; they sounded the
depths; they lightened the ship; they took up anchors; they hoisted the sail, and made toward
shore. Paul told the crew and prisoners to swim if they could and to grab on any board if they
could not. As God had promised, all were saved alive. God ordained the end, the life of every
sailor, officer, and solider aboard. But God also ordained the means . . . .
• the break up of the ship which would provide floatation for those who could not swim,
• the swimming skills of would be the means for others,
• the universal and natural spirit of survival would cause all of them to swim / paddle hard
• and Paul’s words would enliven all.

More About
More About Doing Something
•A newly wed, Josephine Dickson, living in a New Jersey town in 1920, repeatedly injured herself in the
kitchen.
•Burns and cuts were seemingly a daily occurrence. Her husband, Earle, who worked for Johnson and
Johnson as a cotton buyer, continually bandaged her fingers with gauze. However, his bandages kept
slipping off. So he decided to solve it by laying down a piece of surgical tape and placing a small cut
piece of gauze onto the sticky surface. He showed the president of the company his solution and within a
year the company was selling “Band-Aids.”
•Earle Dickson later became a vice-president of Johnson & Johnson. 10
•The owner of a grocery store, Sylvan Goldman, noticed that his customers stopped shopping when their
purchases became too heavy or bulky, sought to solve the problem. One night as he looked at a folding
chair, he realized that he could raise the seat, add a basket and wheels, and use it as a shopping cart that
could easily be folded up for storage. Goldman became one of the richest men in American before he
died at the age of 86 and his original carts occupy a place in the Smithsonian Institution 11.
•How many inventions were the results of men doing facing a problem and doing something and seeing
where it would lead? Inventors arrive at solutions through effort. It has been said that “necessity is the
mother of invention.”

An equally practical biblical principle is . . .
“Interaction is the mother of God’s solutions.”
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They were to "swim" for their lives whether that
meant . . . .
- a muscular overhead stoke,
- a weak doggy paddle,
- a brawny kicking of the feet,
- a measured side stroke,
- a treading of water while carried toward
shore, or
- just a panicked hanging onto a board for
dear life while being frightened to death!
Do you think that Paul's words promising that
none would lose their life encouraged most, if
not all, as they made their way for shore? It
would have helped me. If you cannot swim very
well, I am sure it would have helped you even
more!
Elĳah, along with the many other great men and
women of faith highlighted in Hebrews 11, was
called upon to show his faith by his actions. All
those who were marked by great faith did
something! The great spiritual winners of the
Christian race brought courage, commitment,
obedience, and activity to the track with them
day after day. The winners saw -- and see -- the
place of action and interaction.
Lethargy, laziness, complacency, paralyzing
caution, crippling traditions, and fearful
apprehension all hinder God from fulfilling His
promises in our lives! The path is clearly
marked. If you are going to be a marathon
winner, you will regard action and interaction as
that which separates the winners from the losers.
The signposts say . . . .
-- endeavor and effort –
The Lord's road map offers clear direction to . . .
.
– act and interact-When Elĳah walked into that city, the Lord had
not given him any idea concerning whom this
widow was or where she might have lived. God

More About
More About Shirtsleeve Christianity

•Dave Thomas, of “Wendy’s International”
fame, is a professed believer.
•Dave was brought to church by his Grandma
Minnie when he was nine years old.
•He was baptized in the waters of Gull Lake in
western Michigan. As Dave Thomas says,
“Roll-Up-Your-Shirtsleeves Christians believe
Christianity is faith and action.”
•He stated, “Most of all you have to live out
your faith: Don’t wear it on your shirtsleeve.
Instead, roll up your shirtsleeves and do
something about what you believe in!”
•Dave was taught this view of faith and works
by his Grandma Minnie. “For her, Christianity
meant more than doctrine, which of course is
important; it meant working hard in a
restaurant, seeing to the lodgers she rented
rooms o, tending a big garden and doing the
canning, and sloppin’ the hogs every morning.
At night she’d listen to gospel radio out of
Chicago and on Sundays before church we’d
listen to shows like the Cato Tabernacle out of
Indianapolis.
•The public praying and singing part of her
faith might not have stuck with me all that
much, but I got baptized into the roll-up-yourshirtsleeves kind of faith that Grandma Minnie
held. And I believe in it to this day.” 12
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gave no directions to the widow's house. No personal or family name was provided. No
description of her age, stature, or bodily features was furnished. Neither was Elĳah told that the
first person he met would even be that widow.
How does Elĳah find such a woman? The Lord had not given Elĳah a street name, no less a
specific address, indicating where he could find her. It is not that God refuses to provide more
specific directions to His people.
In Acts 9:10-11 it is written that Ananias
was told through a vision exactly where to go
and also whom to ask for in Damascus.
In Acts 10:5, when Cornelius needed someone to tell him the plan of salvation, God told him
to send to Joppa for a man named Simon, whose surname was Peter.
Yet, when God sent Elĳah to Zarephath, God gave him no indication about how he could
locate her. How was Elĳah to find her?
The answer to such a question helps us understand the methods of God's working in our lives.
God has chosen to illustrate what might well be the method that we ought to assume to be God's
commonplace method in directing us today. Perhaps God still guides some people, at some
unique times in their lives, through methods that parallel His working with Ananias and
Cornelius, but I believe that such is the exception and far from the rule. The divine rule is
guidance through our personal activity and interaction with other people.
God’s Ways
How Does God Work
His Ways In The
Affairs Of Men?
Interaction is one of
God’s ways for
bringing to pass His
will.

God's people may not have their needs met because they are
personally negligent. It is absolutely no accident that they are facing
want. It is true that not all trials are the result of personal negligence,
for James states that there are some trials that we fall into (James 1:2).
However, if it is true that there are some hardships that we fall into,
then it must also be true that there are some trials of life that are not
due to an accident. At times the hardships we are facing are the result
of failing to follow reasonable standards of conduct. Many, if not most
times, the normal standard of conduct that God has ordained for
having our needs met is activity. God expects us to act and interact.
We ought to be listening to the words of others as if God were
speaking to us.

We are negligent when we fail to interact with others. Interaction is required in order to
determine if God wants to use us to meet their needs, or in order to determine whether or not
God wants to use them to address our needs. When we or others are negligent and fail to follow
God's commonly ordained avenues of working in lives, real human damage results. Yes, it is
true that no one person is expected to, nor can he or she, meet all the needs in our lives. It is
also true that none of us can address all the needs with which we come into contact, nor are we
called upon to meet the whole of any particular need that comes into our line of sight.
I should state that scripture does unequivocally address where some of our liabilities lie. We are
personally liable when we are closely related to those in need and hurting, when the needs of our
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wife, our husband, our children, our parents, or our family are unmet. God states that we have
denied the faith when we fail to meet such needs -- "But if any provide not for his own, and
especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."
The first line of defense when the hardships of life hit the family than the various members of
the family. No one is more responsible, and no one else who stands first in line, than those who
are related to each other by birth, who act and interact with each other on a daily level, which
reveals the presence and the breadth of need.
At times God's people wrestle with the question, "How did you
know God's will about a particular decision in life?" The truth may
be that God's people struggle more with obeying His will than with
understanding it. We may know what is right and what God would
have us do, but notably flounder when it comes to doing it. Yet,
knowing God's will is a serious concern of the honest and sincere
God works through
Christian. How does one know who to marry? What school or
the natural, far more
college should I attend? How does one know what job or position
than the supernatural. to pursue? No matter how many right answers can be given to the
question concerning finding God's will for our lives, we realized
that we should not expect the revelation of God's will to drop down from heaven in some
mystical way.
God’s Ways
How Does God Work
His Ways In The
Affairs Of Men?

God's natural and normal method of revealing His will is not to appear at our bedside in the
early morning hours and speak to us audibly about what we are to do tomorrow. Don't we all
desire such an unmistakable divine method? It would make our lives so much simpler. On
second thought, perhaps it would not.
There are distinct ways that God communicates His will to His people. As we have often
heard, one method is through His Word. The Lord, through His Word, builds principles into
our life by placing them into our mental mesh that filters the many choices of life. God is
also able to easily, quickly, and remarkably put together the events of our lives along with
Bible verses, which we have chosen to read from day to day. God juxtapositions passages of
scripture that contain important principles together with our present or even upcoming
situations. The Lord puts together the Word of God and our immediate or soon-to-be needs.
A second method is God speaking through people. God reveals His will for our specific
lives, and even for the church corporately through . . .
godly men and women
moms and dads
brothers & sisters
close or distant relatives
special friends
members of a church congregation
pastors

God’s Ways
How Does God Work
His Ways In The
Affairs Of Men?

God uses sin,
sinlessly.
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even through . . . .
ungodly and even wicked people
those whom consider themselves our enemies
those whom we consider out enemies
non-believing business operators, with whom we work-interact
secular leaders and officials
an unbelieving spouse or family members
(and more)
They are all used by God to guide us. It is as we interact with other people, as we visit various
schools and receive more and more information, as we interview for jobs and talk to potential
employers, as we interact with pastors and other believers, that God leads us along. God uses
people! God uses people who we meet in the varied circumstances of life, throughout life, to give
us direction. If we listen to and gave due weight to their words, hearing them as if God Himself
was speaking to us through them, we might see God's guidance more than we do. Their words
may be God's direction or God's solution to our troubles. At times, the very God appointed
advisors may even become the direct avenue of having our needs met as they reveal how they
can help address a problem.
Seek out information from those you trust. Bounce around ideas with
your parents. Ask questions of professionals in a field. Discuss ideas
with the people of God. Intermingle with those you don't know and
have something to offer you. Confer with your pastor. Parley with those
who show themselves opposed to you or your positions. God's method
requires busyness, not idleness, interaction, not isolation, listening, not
loitering. You must not insulate yourself from experiences that promote
interaction with God's people.

The pressing
questions of
life are the
fathers of
interaction.

Perhaps you have heard the phrase -- "Necessity is the mother of invention." The basic thrust of
such an axiom is that when people face a need, the felt pressure to resolve the need is what
causes people to engage in activities that will solve it. It is as people attempt to resolve pressing
problems, by doing something about it, that new discoveries are made, solutions are arrived at,
and inventions are developed.
Likewise, "the pressing questions of life ought to be the fathers of interaction." When we limit
our interaction, we also limit the means that God normally uses to direct us -- and by that,
addresses our pressures.
This simple illustration may clarify this principle. Imagine that you are a young man and are
looking for that special young lady whom God wants you to meet and marry. Indeed God has a
special young lady for you, someone designed to meet your social, emotional, psychological,
and physical needs. You can quote Genesis, "It is not good for man to be alone." However,
quoting that verse will not bring you one step closer to meeting her. If you want to know God's
will for your marital life, you need to date. That is God's natural and normal method of
discovering His will for your life. You cannot go out with the guys every night or avoid asking
out members of the opposite sex and still expect to discover whom God has for you.
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Even “going steady” with a member of the opposite sex, limits the breadth of your interaction
with people! Although at times, mom and dad may not convince you that God has anyone else
than the one we are infatuated with, the truth is that there may be more than one young lady that
God wants you to meet before you settle down on one choice. Perhaps God has a young lady
who He wants you to date with no divine program leading to marriage. In fact, it may be her
words, her actions, or her less than appealing reactions to your thoughts and beliefs, by which
God leads you to another. Or it may be through your present girlfriend or other friendships with
yet other young ladies, that God directs someone else into the landscape of your consideration.
Although, at times, it is hard to believe that is how the Lord may be leading -- especially when
one is in his or her early years of dating -- it is possible that God wants you to know more than
one other person in your life, maybe even for many years of your life!
There is a "roll up your shirtsleeves," “Dave Thomas,” side to being a Christian! There is a time
to roll up shirtsleeves and get down to where the rubber meets the road. We need to mix with,
talking to, and go out with a large number and variety of people.
We need to listen to the wisdom of many counselors and asking questions of those whom God
wants to use in our lives! Do you need emotional or social support, then interact. He who would
have friends must be a friend! God's people need to take at least half of the blame if they do not
have people who are able to meet their social and emotional needs. Perhaps you should bear
more than half of the responsibility! Our needs may be unmet because we do not meet and/or
interact with real, down to earth, wise, practical people.
The story is told of a little girl who left her bedroom and climbed into bed with mom and dad as
the thunder and lightning frightened her. Mom told her that Jesus was always with her no matter
where she was. The little girl said that she knew that, but that she needed someone who had skin
on. Well, God has provided someone with skin, and they come into our lives in all different sizes
and shapes and in all different ways!

P - 60

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

Givers, Not Takers, Are
Need-Meeters
“And she said, As the Lord, they God, liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for
me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.
And Elĳah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said. But make me of it a little care first
and bring it unto me, and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. . . . And she went and did
according to the saying of Elĳah”
(I Kings 17:12-13,15)
The stories of people who reveal their
shameless selfishness when facing death
abound in the pages of human tragedy. One
such example was this century’s immortal
sinking of the Titanic. The Titanic
disappeared into the sea at 2:20 a.m.,
Monday, April 15, 1912. No one who
occupied any official status believed that
more than 1,400 people would die that
“night” or that anything could cause such a
disaster. Official belief was the even if two
water-tight compartments were torn open;
the great Titanic would still be able to make
it to port.
As men and women confronted death aboard
the Titanic, there were many shameful
accusations against men who thought only of
their own survival and reflected the
spontaneous bent of the human heart when
facing death. The dominant story of
cowardly selfishness during the sinking
hours of the Titanic, which overshadowed all
other accounts, involved Bruce Ismay. Mr. J.
Bruce Ismay, one of the Titanic’s owners and
a passenger, survived the sinking by
boarding one of the lifeboats, while hundreds
of women and children died that night.
The New York American newspaper
stated . . . .
“The Titanic had made a ‘record.’ It is a
record of manslaughter unparalleled in

More About
More About TheTitanic
• “There was peace, and the world had an even tenor
to its ways. True enough, from time to time there were
events— catastrophes — like the Johnstown Flood,
the San Francisco Earthquake, or floods in China —
which stirred the sleeping world, but not enough to
keep it from resuming its slumber. It seems to me that
the disaster about to occur was the event, which woke
it with a start, keeping it moving at a rapidly
accelerating pace ever since, with less and less peace,
satis- faction and happiness. . . . To my mind the
world of today awoke April 15, 1912.” – John B.
Thayer, Titanic passenger. 13
• The Titanic could carry a total of 2,235 people
aboard — 1,320 passengers and crew.
• On her maiden voyage she carried 3,435 bags of
mail, 6,000 tons of coal, 900 tons of baggage, and
enough food to feed a town for several weeks.
• The installation of the “Marconi Wireless” aboard
cruise ships, enabling communication with the
continents and also with other ships, bolstered the
belief that the era of losing lives through cruise ship
disasters was about at an end.
• “One of the first wireless messages received after the
collision was “All Titanic passengers safe.”
• The New York Sun’s headline read, “All Saved From
Titanic After Collision.”
• “Not even God himself could sink this ship.” — A
White Start employee at the launch of Titanic, May
31, 1911
• On the night of April 14, 1912, 1,522 people
drowned or froze to death after the Titanic collided
with an iceberg on its maiden voyage.
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marine history. Her maiden trip will indeed be a memory,
one that the White Star Line will never be able to forget,
and J. Bruce Ismay survives to tell how 1,400 lives
committed to the care of his line, and on his ship perished
while he escaped.” 14
In brutal criticism, it was said . . .
“Mr. Ismay cares for nobody, but himself. He cares for
his own body, for his own stomach, for his own pride,
and profit. . . . He leaves his ship to sink with its
powerless cargo of lives and does not care to lift his eyes.” 15
What a scathing indictment of the man who built the ship – “He leaves the ship to sink . . . and
does not care to lift his eyes.” No wonder that “The Telegraph” headlined its 2011 book review
of “How to Survive the Titanic: The Sinking of J Bruce Ismay,” by Frances Wilson with these
words . . . . 16
“J. Bruce Ismay: Doomed The Moment He Jumped Ship
The man who built the Titanic, lived forever
in disgrace after fleeing the stricken vessel.”
Ismay, under maritime law, had a legal responsibility to do all he could to keep his passengers
alive in a time of crisis. It was understood by all aboard that when they stepped aboard his ship,
that he would do all he could to insure their comfort and safe arrival.
In contrast, Elĳah has been sent to a “perfect stranger.” She was not even told that he was
arriving, no less joining her shaky, two member, family craft. He has been sent to a person had no
obligation to keep him comfortable, no less alive. She never thought about the possibility that she
would be responsible to keep Elĳah alive with whatever she had at hand – and in hand. She was
not even close to being the pilot of this “ship of national famine.”
The Lord now sends Elĳah to a woman of Zarephath.
The Lord sent Elĳah to a widow woman who had already gone through the pain of losing her
husband.
The Lord sent Elĳah to a widow who was knowingly and realistically facing imminent death.
The Lord sent Elĳah to a woman who also understood that she and her son were about to die.
•Would she help others who were sinking on the ship?
•Would she help someone whom she never even knew?
•How strong is the drive for self-preservation among God’s people, who are in great need
themselves, and are faced with a request to give to others?
•Can God’s work in the heart prevent selfishness?
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•Is it too much of a sacrifice to expect of
any person?
•Would she “lift her eyes” and respond
to the words of this stranger.
Elĳah was about to enter the city, and look
for this unknown widow and he had
devised a test to find just such a person!
Scripturally, there are a good number of
examples of men testing men. Joseph tested
his brothers to see if they had really
changed since the days when they sold him
into slavery. Daniel asked to be tested by
putting him on a special ten-day diet rather
than eat the king’s food. The Queen of
Sheba came to test Solomon with hard
questions and found out that the half had
not been told. God’s people on the local
church level are to test their pastors and
deacons to make sure they are qualified. We
are all called upon to test the spirits.
The general method by which Elĳah would
find the widow of Zarephath would be
interaction. However, Elĳah still needed to
come up with some kind of “test” so that as
he interacted either with the first woman he
met or with others who were present, it
would reveal her identity.
There is no indication that Elĳah was given
a divinely authored “test” for finding her.
God did tell Elĳah that the woman would
be a widow. The ability to detect which
women were widows might have been as
difficult as finding out which widow,
among the located widows, God had
selected. Add to that the possibility that the
number of widows in the time of famine
might be more abundant than at other
times. Apparently, Elĳah devised a selfcustomized “screening test” to determine
whether any specifically encountered
woman was a widow and was the actual
widow that God had uniquely selected to
sustain him.

More About
More About Tests
Men have devised all kinds of tests.
• A scratch test breaks the skin’s surface to see if the skin
reacts to some particular substances.
• A tolerance test seeks to determine how much pressure a
material can bear before it fails.
• If one wants to evaluate the design and strength of an
airplane, he employs a flight test.
• Lie detectors are used to test for honesty.
• Trial lawyers employ psychological specialists to screen
potential jurors.
• To evaluate endurance of metals and materials, a stress
test is used.
• If statisticians want to compare a person with the general
population, they will employ a standardized test.
• An audition is a test to evaluate performance ability.
• There is a spelling test . . . .
a personality test,
a sobriety-test,
a crash test,
a road test,
an inkblot test,
an acid test,
a true-false test, and
an admission test,
. . . . which aim at arriving at a tangible conclusion.
Elĳah has invented the “widow test.”

Trials Are Worse
When We Lose
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The ESDSESW, the “Elĳahic Self-Designed Screening Examination For Sustaining Widows,” had
some specific investigating criteria for appraising possible candidates. Evidently, Elĳah decided
that the person who God would use to sustain him must have an unselfish heart and a servant’s
mentality. He would also need either to ask such a woman about her marital status or to listen for
words that revealed her condition. When Elĳah came to the gate of the city, God tells us that the
widow was there. That does not necessarily mean that Elĳah knew that she was there or that he
knew who she was. More than likely, there were many people at the gate of the city.
Nevertheless, God is telling us that He had placed the widow at the gate to the city just when Elĳah
walked into Zarephath. Elĳah had to go no further than but a few feet into the walled boundaries of
the city before he could find God’s ordained need-meeter. Elĳah could immediately begin
employing his screening process. God does not always do it that way, but He does do it that way!
The biblical account revealing Abraham’s decision to seek
a wife for his son parallels Elĳah’s approach in finding
this widow. Abraham sent his servant back to his people,
to Paddanaram, to find Isaac a wife because he did not
want his beloved son to marry a Canaanite. The servant
arrived outside the city by a well of water. With “gift
laden camels” and various goods in hand for that special
woman, he had to find God’s will for Isaac’s life and wife.
The basic method was the same one used by Elĳah,
interaction, screening, talking, and making requests.
The servant arrived at the time when the women of the city go out to draw water. He decided that
he would intermingle with them and apply his specially designed test. Sometimes, perhaps as he
traveled the many hours across the sands, and somewhere in the servant’s soul, the method had
been cleared with the Lord.
Apparently, Elĳah submitted his screening method to the divine desk of God’s methodologies, and
the Lord stamped it “Approved and Accepted.”
The screening method included making a specific request of one or more of the young ladies at the
well. Abraham’s servant would say, “Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink.” If one of
the ladies responded by saying, “Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also,” then the servant
would assume her to be God’s chosen bride for Isaac. I don’t know how many young ladies that
Abraham’s servant thought about asking, or what he planned to do if no one fulfilled the screening
formula. Nevertheless, to the servant’s surprise, the method worked just as he planned and in short
order.
The first person screened was also the very one that God had ordained as Isaac’s bride (Genesis
24:9-33). God’s will was a bride who was a virgin, a young lady who had kept herself holy. The
servant would soon find out that her name was Rebekah. Interestingly, Rebekah did not repeat all
the parts of the “testing phrase” together. It was only after the servant requested water and was
given drink that Rebekah then offered to water his camels. I wonder if Abraham’s servant paused a
moment before drawing a firm conclusion, waiting to see if she would also offer to water the
camels.
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Even after Rebekah watered his ten camels, the servant was still uncertain, wondering if the Lord
indeed had approved his method of screening. The passage states that he continued to hold his
peace and went even further by expanding his test. He took a golden ring and two expensive and
substantial bracelets out of the “hope chest,” which he had brought with him. He then proceeded
with other questions that he must still have answered before arriving at an absolute conclusion.
Would this damsel also be so kind as to open up her home to a stranger in need? It is in this great
account that the well-known words, delineating a wonderful principle about discovering God’s will,
are found . . . .
“I being in the way, the Lord led me”
(Genesis 24:27).
That is how God leads, “being in the way,” crossing God’s will as we are doing something.
Likewise, when Elĳah entered the city, looking for this unknown widow, he began talking, trying to
cross God’s will as he was interacting with circumstances and people. Note that his first words did
not relate to her marital state. Some of God’s people, facing the situation that Elĳah was facing,
might have taken the sole God-given clue about widowhood. Many might have run with it alone.
Can you picture what we might have done as we maneuvered, trying to, first of all, determine if she
were even a widow? We might have tried to narrow down whom we were talking to by looking for
a sign that betrayed one’s marital status, “a ring” on her left hand. Perhaps after finally deciding to
address a particular woman, we would have engaged in some very brief small talk about the day.
We might have clearly made it known that we were strangers in town and proceeded to ask for help.
“Do you know of any places for lodging, perhaps a widow who has a room to rent?” Then we
might have finally felt comfortable enough to lead quickly to a question about her citizenship and
then inexorably asking about “her husband,” or the nature of his work -- “What does your husband
do in the city?”
Elĳah assumed no such posture. Rather, his first words were a request. Elĳah’s screening process
was aimed at revealing whether she was willing to help a stranger in need. Elĳah was not
maneuvering to determine whether she was a widow but was trying to assess her character. Her
More About
More About Sacrifice
• The word "sacrifice,"when used as a noun, refers to that which was voluntarily given up and had value.
• "Sacrifice,"when used as a verb refers to the act of giving up something that had value.
• The word "sacrifice" is used only in one area of sports, the game of baseball.
• A player may hit a sacrifice bunt or fly.
• A sacrifice bunt is when a batter bunts the baseball knowing that he will be put out, but his bunt allows
a base runner to advance to the next base.
• Likewise, a sacrificial fly is a fly ball, whether it falls fair or foul, which is caught for the first or
second out and hit far enough to allow a base runner to tag up and reach home plate without being put
out.
• In the statistical records, either sacrificial hit does not count as a time at bat and so does not affect the
batting average of the batter.
• If a run results due to a sacrifice hit, the batter is credited with a RBI - run batted in.
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response to his words would reveal whether she was a
giver, or was she preoccupied with her own problems.
Was she a selfless giver, for it would take a charitable
giver to be willing to sustain him in this time of
famine? As for Elĳah, that was the chief characteristic
of God’s appointed need-meeter. That was the kind of
person that Elĳah believed God would use to meet the
needs of others in a desperate time of want!
Elĳah commenced by immediately asking the widow
for a drink of water. As she was giving her time and
her energy, he then asked her for the morsel of bread
that was in her hand. Potentially, more than actually,
there was a morsel of bread in her hand since it states
that she had a barrel that contained a handful of meal.
That meal had yet to be processed and baked. Whether
Elĳah knew it or not when he asked it of her, it was to
become her and her son’s last morsel of bread. Elĳah
was looking for someone, who in the midst of famine
and great personal need, was still willing to give of her
time, to give of her energy, and finally, who would
even give out of her own want.
It was in a different sense “the widow’s last mite.” The
widow’s sacrificial response to Elĳah was incredible,
and therefore she has gone down in the pages of Bible
history as one of the great givers.
Just as the Lord pointed out to His disciples, the
widow who put her all into the “collection plate,” and
included her in the pages of the New Testament, the
Lord has pointed out this woman to future generations
as the Old Testament example of selflessness! Her
response revealed that she was definitely that unselfish
individual whom God would use to meet his needs.
She stands as a diamond against the black, greedy
backdrop of far too many, past and present, selfish
saints and self-serving sinners.
A quick inventory of self-centered Bible characters
might call up . . . .
• the greed of Lot towards Abraham,
• the jealousy of the twelve brothers against
Joseph,
• the lust of Achan among God’s fledgling feeble
fighters of Israel,
• the covetousness of Gehazi in stark contrast to
that of his master Elisha (and of course)

More About
More About Generosity
Dave Thomas
(of Wendy's Fame)

Generosity
A person who has modest means and won’t
share may be considered stingy. But rich
people can give ’til they’re purple and still
not be truly generous. You have to give of
yourself, not just of your wallet.
One of the things I’m proudest about in
the Wendy’s family is that so many
franchisees make significant donations to
the community—and they contribute
leadership as well as dollars. Another old
friend, the late Kenny King, was a
generous guy who had a real knack for
how he gave. He really took pleasure in
it, was modest about it, and often gave
anonymously. But even more important
was the fact that he really tried to learn
what giving was all about.
Whether he was giving people moral or
financial support, he would always say,
“I’m really getting a lot more out of this
than you are.” I can’t tell you how many
times he said that same thing to me.
Later, when I tried to do for others what
Kenny had done for me, I learned what he
meant. When you give people help and
understanding, you truly learn what they
are like. And those who understand others
better are certainly the most likely to
succeed. The giving and the getting
become all mixed up—which is great. 17
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• the thievery of Judas among the Lord’s
disciples.
God loves givers, because He is a giver, and He
gave His only begotten Son. God loved and chose
this widow because she was a giver!
First, the widow gave of herself! Elĳah requested a
drink of water. The cost of the request was not the
water that came from the well, for although the
drought was upon them, the well’s water was still
available. The giving represented here was not a
giving of the last waters available, or the giving up
of one’s daily allotted water rations. The cost of
Elĳah’s request was not to be found in the real cost
of the item requested, but in the time and effort
required to fulfill the request.
Now the cost of giving one’s time and energy may
seem to amount to very little. Nevertheless, it is that
which we may call “little” that we also find so easy
to hoard. If we quickly and easily conclude that such
giving amounts to very little, then we may be
betraying that we do not fully understand or feel the
situation which she was facing. This widow was at
the point of starvation, and she knew it!
She was at a point that could only be marked at the
lowest level on the scale of survival. She was not
unclear as to where she was. She knew that she was
at the end of the end. Yet, in the midst of her own
troubles, this widow was willing to take the time and
exert the effort to help a stranger. Also, Elĳah was a
stranger to her, who may not have even born the
signs of famine as did the inhabitants of her city. She
also helped a stranger with no conceived advantage
or promise. While we know how the account ends,
she had no idea as to where it was all leading.
Have you ever dealt with an individual who is at
this place in his or her life? Have you dealt with
people who are at the point where they are trying to
stay alive, living at the level of absolute selfpreservation? Have you felt the weight of
parenthood, no less motherhood, as you seek to
provide for your children? Those who are facing
imminent death, by nature, have their minds on one
thing, “How will I make it?” and “If I do
something for others, then what can I gain.”

Side-bar
Entrusted With God's Possessions
• The legal term is “bailment” means, “an
act of delivering goods to a bailee for a
particular purpose, without transfer of
ownership.”
• It includes “Delivery,” “Acceptance,” &
Consideration” - money or something of
worth.
• It means the delivery of one’s personal
property to another person for a specific
purpose.
• When the purpose has been accomplished,
the property must be returned to its
original owner. For instance, if you lend
your weed-wacker to your neighbor, or
leave your grandfather clock to be
repaired, or place your dog in a kennel,
you have created a “bailment.”
• The bailee, the person to whom the
property was delivered, does not own the
property entrusted to him or her.
• The bailee cannot use the property
entrusted to him without permission or in
a way that the owner would not approve.
• The bailee may not dispose of the
property without permission. The bailee is
required to take reasonable care of the
property entrusted to him.
• The bailee is liable for loss or damage
while the property is in his possession.
• The bailee is not responsible for loss or
damage if it was due to forces beyond his
control.
• The bailee is always responsible for loss
or damage no matter what the cause, if he
was personally using the property, or
using it in ways not authorized by the
owner.
Every good and perfect gift comes from
our Father and we are the “bailees,” those
entrusted with all that belongs to Him. We
have been given permission to use all that
He has given us for the loving good of
others.
The Lord has not given us His blessings
for heaping it upon on own desires!
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Personal crisis pushes us away from being concerned about others, too often, even when we have
the means of meeting the needs of others. There were a number of examples of husbands and wives
aboard the Titanic who refused to be separated from each other -- such as Mr. & Mrs. Isidor Straus,
who died in each other’s arms. Such a decision requires a fight against all the natural instincts to
save ourselves.
Do you see the emotional and psychological aspects of the situation this widow was facing?
Emotionally, all of our human sensibilities speak so loudly that the love of others, godly principles,
and rational thinking is drowned out. Psychologically, people who experience great need often
totally ignore the needs of others. More often than not, the needs or requests of others are mentally
dismissed as impossible when we are in times of personal crisis.
More About
Screening Trial Jurors
•

One element of a trial involves the jury, those who will look at the case and bring it to a conclusion.

• Experts in the legal world indicate that they can employ several different methods in selecting jurors.
• Juror specialists use several different methods in screening jurors.
• “(Some) experts classify prospective jurors in five
social categories: leaders, followers, fillers, negotiators, and holdouts. “
• Lawyers generally do not like leaders whose independence makes them hard to sway.
• If, however, the lawyer is sure a leader is on the ‘right’ side, then he or she would be a good pick.
• A lawyer who has found such a person would then try to put as many followers on the jury as possible.
• That’s because followers, the passive ones, are accustomed to receiving orders more than giving them,
are likely to fall in line with the leaders, or strong members of the jury.
• What lawyers call “filler types” might also be desirable.
• Because “followers” display indecision but not outright resistance, any lawyer worth his salt will think
he can sway them to his client’s cause.
• Of course, a prosecutor or plaintiff lawyer would never want a holdout, a person unlikely to go along
when the majority of the jurors want to convict or find for the plaintiff.”
• The trials of life also screen God’s people and break them down into categories:
leaders — those who lead the way when it comes to giving,
followers — those who give after other have given,
fillers — those who are just there giving very little if anything,
negotiators — those who bargain for what they get out of giving, and finally
holdouts — those who give nothing no matter what the need.18
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No matter what our needs and how desperate our situation, we can always give what costs little
to nothing. We can always give of ourselves. In almost any crisis, we can give what virtually
costs us nothing, our concern, our time, and our energy. “Givers” are people who, though they
may find themselves in a time of great need, are still able to say a kind word, who can make a
phone call, who can send a note, who can lend a hand, or who can share some part of the load of
another. The widow’s cost in giving may be seemingly negligible in an actual outlay, but it was a
remarkable expenditure of her time and/or energy in light of the demands placed on her shoulders
at this time in her life!
Elĳah then requested her bread. The cost has now gone well beyond that of giving time and
energy. The cost has far exceeded the giving of what may seem easy to give. The widow said that
she had only a little meal and oil. She stated that she planned to make a small cake for herself and
her son, and then they planned on dying.
Nevertheless, Elĳah reissued his request for part of that last portion of bread. How evidently
audacious he must have seemed in pressing his request. Yet, the widow again showed herself
unselfish and willingly shared her last portion of bread with Elĳah. The widow not only gave of
herself by giving the water, but second, she also gave out of her want by sharing the last of her
meal and by trusting the words of this stranger, unknown to her as the prophet Elĳah. She revealed
that she was a sacrificial giver.
The most likely person for God to use to meet needs in a time of great want was a giver. In fact, it
would take a genuine giver to help others in such a time of famine. Not only is it true that
abundance does not make one a giver (Luke 12:16-18), but it is also true that lack does not stop a
real giver from giving (Mark 12:42). This Old Testament account illustrates that it is more blessed
to give than to receive long before the Lord Jesus voiced that principle in the clearest terms. This
widow was greatly blessed at the end because she was a giver and not a taker at the beginning.
Elĳah’s request might almost seem heartless?
Does God expect a woman, a widow, who is in the situation she is in, to give away her last
means of surviving?
What does God expect of you when you are in desperate need?
Does God expect us to give out of our want?
The answer is, “yes.” Without question, He wants us to be givers, not only in our abundance, but
in our want. Even Paul commended the Macedonians for giving out of their poverty (II
Corinthians 8:2). God was saying through the actions and words of Elĳah and this widow that as
we face a time of great personal need, we are also facing an exceptional opportunity. We have the
opportunity to demonstrate what it means to be indwelt by the compassion and power of God as
we actually meet the needs of others.
We learn from the words of Jesus that when we give, God will meet our needs. Jesus says it this
way, “Give, and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:38).
What do you lack?
Why not give what you lack, what you need? Give that to another!
✔ Do you need a friend? Be a friend.
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✔ Do you need a listening ear? Take time to open your heart and life and listen to others.
✔ Do you need emotional support? Support others.
✔ Do you need lover and understanding? Give that to others.
It is in giving that we receive what we ourselves need.
“I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”
– Acts 20:35 --

Elĳah & John the Baptist
Isaiah 40:3
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Matthew 3:1-6
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.’
Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his
food was locusts and wild honey.
Matthew 11:14
“And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elĳah who is to come.
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Our Success In Trials Is Dependent
On God’s Continuous Grace
“And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O Thou man of God? Art thou
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son”
(I Kings 17:17)
Most of us have read accounts that said something like –
"He died unexpectedly of . . . . at the age of . . . .” “I
didn’t even know that he/she was sick!”
Many of us may have overheard grieving friends
whisper at a funeral home, or we may have even said
ourselves in disbelief – "He just dropped dead! It was
so unexpected."
However, the sudden death of a family member or a
friend is even more shocking when all prospects seemed
so encouraging and/or when circumstances provided no
advanced indication of such a coming adversity.
In a Washington Times' article titled, "Lewis' widow
says no one's to blame for Celtic's death," the writer
highlighted the sudden death of the Boston Celtics' star
Reggie Lewis.
Reggie collapsed and died while shooting baskets in a
college gym just before the Celtics' playoff opener.
Concerning Reggie's doctor's inability to prevent such a
tragedy, Reggie's wife, Donna, stated, "No one in this
world is perfect. God did not give us all the knowledge
that we need."

O Love That Wilt
Not Let Me Go
O Love that wilt not
let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.
O light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.
O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.
O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

Mrs. Lewis was speaking of the knowledge needed to
predict and possibly prevent such a startling death.
However, we not only lack the knowledge necessary for
knowing how to predict and treat such sudden tragedy,
but we also lack insight about the "whys." The greater
pain may come from our inability to answer "the why
questions": Why does such a tragedy happen to us? Why does it happen when it happens? Why
does it happen where it happens? Why does it happen the way it happens?

Elĳah was about to face an unusual twist of events. "The why questions" dotted the landscape of
this sudden trial. The Lord had already saved this lad, along with his mother, from a seemingly
certain death. Now, this widow would experience the unexplainable death of her son, having had
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no advanced warning of such a rapid turn around of events. She was willing to share out of her
want with a stranger, later discovered to be God's prophet. Therefore, she and her son were the
unique recipients of God's blessing and provision, which sustained them through the devastating
days of famine. She was also chosen to be the instrument of God used to sustain Elĳah. However,
in a few short verses, the widow of Zarephath charged Elĳah with wrongful death!
She had all the reason in the world to believe that the prophet's arrival, his personal presence, the
unique blessing of daily provision, were all indications that the God of Israel was specially
watching over them. Undoubtedly other families were experiencing, and had experienced, the
loss of loved ones. But the Lord did not send Elĳah to deliver the city. He singularly delivered a
widow and her son. All indications are that this great prophet selectively blessed her to the
exclusion of all the other families residing in Zarephath.
The account provides no evidence that other families found deliverance from starvation and
imminent death. It was the widow and her son who experienced such a unique series of events.
The widow was uniquely witnessing and experiencing the miraculous provision of God day by
day. Surely such a daily miracle must have repeatedly lifted her spirits during such a difficult
time in a city marked by loss. God's never-ending provision could only have engendered great
hopefulness. As we read verse seventeen, we might say, "What a surprising and sudden turn of
events!"
Israel was experiencing the judgment of God. Spiritually it was at one of its lowest ebbs and
facing continued famine and drought. The Lord had assured the widow through Elĳah that the
barrel of meal would not be used up and that the cruse of oil would not run dry. The barrel of meal
and the cruse of oil did not fail "according to the word of the Lord, which he spoke by Elĳah" (I
Kings 17:16). God promised the widow that
she could count on this supernatural provision
How Did Elĳah Know?
until the first time that it rained, which
concluded this deep-rooted drought (17:14).
How did Elĳah know that he was to pray over the
Her situation had radically turned around
from imminent death by starvation, to
overflowing and inexhaustible abundance.
She knew that she had received a new lease
on life. Then the totally unexpected happened.
Her lot was reversed once again. She had
come full-circle, from being delivered from
death by starvation to facing the imminent
death of her son through sickness. Her initial
denial of the reality of her son's obvious death
must have been strong! What had happened to
this widow was seemingly inconsistent with
all that had taken place. The widow's son,
who had been delivered from death by
starvation, was now struck sick with an illness
that took his life. One might say that, "He
escaped death by the mouth of the lion, only
to walk into the hand of the bear."

child and bring him back to life?
There is some help in answering that question by
examining another passage of Scripture in Judges
18:22-23.
Manoah and his wife realized that they had seen the
angel of the Lord, Jehovah God. He fully expected to
died as seen by his comment to his wife . . .
“We shall surely die, because we have seen God.”
Nevertheless, notice how his wife responds. . . .
But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were
pleased to kill us, he would not have received a
burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands,
neither would he have shewed us all these things,
nor would as at this time have told us such things
as these.
If the Lord was going to kill them, why would he have
accepted their offering? – Judges 18:23
Likewise, why would the Lord give this great woman
a child, after years of childlessness, only to take away
that child now.
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In this life, people may acquire various certifications through education, by attending particular
seminars, or through having so many hours of experience. He or she may have received training
and preparation to face crises confidently and to perform procedures such as CPR, mouth-tomouth resuscitation, or lifesaving. Most such endorsements declare that an individual has reached
a certain level of proficiency or accomplishment. A professional agency officially qualifies him or
her to perform with poise under pressure. God's people never receive a "certification of sweetness
midst trials," conferred on those who have successfully demonstrated sweetness in a past trial of
life.
The Godhead does not grant any heavenly endorsements or certifications that declare that we will
successfully go through a crisis with poise and confidence. No saint has reached an official level
of proficiency in trials. The greatest of saints needed constant grace. The truth is that although we
may make it through one trial with great emotional and spiritual triumph, that does not necessarily
certify us for success in future trials. God's people may have triumphed in one trial, only to be
defeated by the very one that follows. We may even fail in far lesser trials.
Peter boasted that while others might not stand, he would die before he would deny his Lord
(Matthew 26:33,35). Peter was willing to die for Jesus, and that
was not just an arrogant boast. His willingness to die for Jesus
Heartache,
was clearly evidenced when he drew and swung his sword in
Disappointment, &
the garden. Peter drew his sword in the face of armed soldiers
Pain Make Us Most
who had come to arrest Jesus. Although Peter was willing to die
for his Lord during His arrest in the garden of Gethsemane, he
Aware Of How Short
could not stand shortly later in the adversary's courtyard. Peter
We Really Fall When
wilted. He could not stand for Jesus outside the judgement hall
It Comes To Trusting
after being given several opportunities. When a maid, not a
Him.
soldier, asked him if he were one of the Lord's disciples, he
failed! There was no excess supply of personal grace left over
from the garden that Peter could call upon at a later date. God's
grace comes precisely measured for the trial. As He did for Peter, the Lord must intercede for us so
that our faith fail not, time after time, trial after trial.
Initially, the widow of Zarephath bravely faced a death-dealing famine. The widow showed great
faith in her response to Elĳah's requests. She faced the real possibility of her own death, as well as
the seemingly sure death of her beloved son, and yet trusted God's prophet. When facing death by
starvation, she exhibited a calm and a control that enabled her to reach out and help a total
stranger. This widow was able to share out of her own want with a curious city visitor, having
absolutely no knowledge that it was the great prophet, Elĳah. However, now, after having
experienced God's great grace, she began stumbling. Strangely enough, after having moved from
hopelessness to new life, she doubted God's kindness. The widow of Zarephath charged Elĳah
with “wrongful-death” – with malicious folly after having moved from great want to bottomless
abundance.
After having experienced the miraculous, after having witnessed the supernatural on a daily basis,
the widow of Zarephath painted a poor self-portrait as she dealt with another comparable trial. We
might be more understanding of her dismal failure if her new trial was radically different or
clearly greater than her past crisis.
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However, her new trial was not that different from
what she had already faced. We might argue that
this present trial was in many ways far more
bearable than what she faced a short time ago,
especially in light of all the grace that she had
already experienced to date.
In her previous trial, the widow of Zarephath was
facing both her and her son's death. Add to that, the
desertion that she must have felt because she was
facing such dire circumstances alone. In her
previous trial, there was not a helper in sight, no
less a prophet of whom she could beseech for aid.
In both cases, she had no husband to bear the
weight or to help carry the burden. Again, she was
facing her son's death, but this time she had the
presence of a prophet, one of the greatest of the
prophets of Israel, Elĳah. The New Testament
confirms his greatness when it records his
appearance on the Mount of Transfiguration along
with Moses, conversing with Jesus!
Elĳah had not only greatly recognized and blessed
her faith, but he spent days under her roof. She was
exposed to the authentic, "day-to-day Elĳah." How
many had the privilege of experiencing the real
depth of Elĳah's godliness? Add to that, the
experiencing of the continual fulfillment of the
Lord's promise of supply. The daily provision of
meal and oil should have all given her great
confidence in both the Lord and Elĳah's concern
for her. Nevertheless, she fails to show the same
trust that she formerly exhibited when she was
helpless, isolate, alone, and hopeless.
How shocking are her words in I Kings 17:18! Her
words of blame are not worthy of being compared
with the submissive words of faith spoken when
she first met this curious stranger named Elĳah.
Can you hear the bitterness of her words, "What
have I to do with thee?" The peace and
composure, which marked her first words spoken
to Elĳah at the city's gate, are entirely absent!
What has changed? In many ways, her situation
has changed for the better. Was there not any
further reason for hope? Could she not any longer
believe that God, through the personal presence of
Elĳah, cared for her family?

Side-bar
Wrongful-death
• The law allows that people can bring civil
charges against another person if that
person’s wrongful actions have caused the
death of an individual related to them.
• They may pursue the civil suit if the
wrongful-death of some family member
results in suffering financial loss.
• They may bring the legal action against a
person whether the wrongful action was
intentional or unintentional.
• The restriction as to who may initiate such
action is generally limited to the family
members whom the loss has impacted.
• Suffering financial loss includes:
The injury of the wrongdoer has caused the
direct loss of support from the family’s
wage earner.
The injury of the wrongdoer has caused the
indirect loss of valuable services — the
death of a mother and a wife and the
resultant loss of her benefactions.
The injury of the wrongdoer has resulted in
the future loss of valuable services — the
death of a son who otherwise would have
been able to offer help and support to his
mother and/or father.
• The Bible recognizes wrongful-injury and
wrongful-death (Exodus 21:31-36).
• If a wrongful action causes the loss of
productive work, the Lord required the
person who caused the injury to pay for the
loss of his time (Exodus 21:18).
• If an unintentional wrongful action causes
the loss of an unborn baby, and the mother
does not die, payment must be made
(Exodus 21:22).
• If the wrongful actions of one’s animal
cause a death, they must pay a sum of
money to that family (Exodus 21:31-36).
The widow of Zarephath charged Elĳah with
“wrongful death.” She charged him with
malicious intent to injure!
If her charge were true, it was a great injury
for her son was her only son, a son who
carried the right to their inheritance in the
land, a son who was her only means of
support.
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How could she have exhibited such composure and control when death was just around the corner,
while there was no prophet of hope, and now exhibit such bitterness? How do those who know not
Christ as their personal Savior make it through hard times? The answer is that there are human
"ethers" that make pain more bearable! We may have relied on them to get us through a crisis, but
they are only temporary. Instead of leaning on God's grace, we may have found comfort by
inhaling the world's psychological chloroform to ease our pain! Never forget that chloroform only
puts us to sleep; it never removes the cause of our pain!
Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). It is not that the world
cannot give a form of peace, but the Lord gives a peace that is different from the selfish peace that
the world is able to generate. Non-believers can and do make it through crisis! Their pain can be
eased by worldly thoughts and vantages that put the mind temporarily at rest. However, God gives
a peace that passeth all understanding (Philippians 4:7). Jesus promises a sure rest when we take
His yoke upon us and learn of Him . . .
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls" (Matthew 11:28-29).
Jesus can quell any internal mental storm and produce a great calm on any storm-tossed sea of
which churns our spirits (Mark 4:39).

Too Often We May
Find Comfort
Through
Comparison.
“At Least That
Didn’t Happen To
Me.”

Perhaps at first, the widow found it easier to deal with the
possibility of her death, and even the approaching death of her
son, because so many others before her had already experienced
death. Surely, she had already seen many funerals. Both she and
her son had already lasted longer than others. Misery not only
loves company, but when misery invades the lives of others
before us, misery is easier to bear. Unfortunately, the selfish
thinking that too often eases our pain is, "At least I wasn't the
first." May God deliver us from finding any comfort from the
thought that others have experienced our pain before us! May
God's grace, not another's bygone pain, be the source of our
comfort!

Perhaps her earlier crisis was easier to bear because she knew that many other families were also
facing death by starvation, and therefore, many other moms and dads would lose their sons and
daughters after her. Misery not only loves company, but when one knows that the misery will not
stop with us, misery may be easier to bear. Regrettably, the self-centered thinking that too often
eases our pain is, "I am not the first, and I will not be the last." May God deliver us from finding
any easing of our hurt by calling up the certain coming trials of others! May God's grace, not
another's impending grief, be the source of our comfort!
Perhaps the cause of the widow's radical departure from simply trusting God could be a
combination of these factors and others. A shock broadsided her out of nowhere. What she had
never expected was so different from what she had previously accepted. Maybe her faith and trust
slowly leaked as she experienced God's daily presence through the prophet Elĳah. Obviously, we
can only surmise the cause for her lack of trust, based on what we know about human experience.
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Perhaps we who have not gone through such trial will
never understand or explain her behavior. We can only
say "perhaps" since only God understands the
complexities of the human heart and mind.
Whatever supported this widow and gave her the
necessary emotional comfort in her first rial, she could
no longer find the strength to graciously make it through
this new trial. The widow of Zarephath, who had
experienced supernatural deliverance and abundance,
had turned into a sour and accusatory saint when this
new tragedy struck. She could no longer find the
thoughts that would bring peace to her mind. Her mind
could not grab hold of the spiritual thinking that
stabilized other saints. She was far from a picture of Job
and more of a reflection of Job's wife.
We must not sympathize with or understand her
bitterness. When we do that, we justify our own failures
in handling our own trials. We need to be assured of the
fact that the Lord does expect us to exercise our faith in
the worse of circumstances, even while we are sinking
to our death. The Lord rebukes his own disciples as they
bailed out the water that was sinking their ship. Jesus
expected them to exercise faith even when they were
sinking into the deep, midst a storm that frightened even
the best of fishermen.
The disciples charge Jesus in saying, "Carest thou not
that we perish." If He did not care, He would not have
been in the ship with them. He would have stayed in
heaven and never set foot in this world. The failure was
theirs. Jesus, the only rightful judge, reproved them for
their lack of faith! The Lord does expect His people to
stand tall in times of great desperation!
Notice that this widow not only failed to graciously seek
the help of Elĳah, but she reproached him and charged
him with being personally responsible for the tragedy.
How could such caustic words -- charging him with
intentional maliciousness-- come out of the mouth of
someone whom Elĳah delivered from a sure death -both her and her son? Had she so easily and quickly
forgotten the role that Elĳah played in their survival?
Had the daily reality of God's blessing been so distant
that she could not factor that into the situation?
The widow's words were words of blame and anger
directed against the prophet who delivered her days ago

More About
More About Fanny Crosby

Blinded at the age of six weeks by the
misapplication of a poultice solution to
her eyes. Authored more than 8000
Gospel songs
One day a preacher said to Fanny . . .
“I think it is a great pity that the Mater
did not give you singing when He
showered so many other gifts upon
you.”
She replied, “Do you know that if at
birth I had been able to make one
petition, it would have been that I
should be born blind because when I get
to Heaven, the first face that shall ever
gladden my sight will be that of my
Savior!”
Many of her songs which we sing make
a reference to sight.
At a Bible conference in Northfield,
Massachusetts, under the direction of
Dwight L. Moody, during a time of
personal testimony, Fanny Crosby
announced . . . .
“There is one hymn I have written
which has never been published. It is
my soul’s poem. Sometimes, when I am
troubled, I repeat it to myself, for it
bring comfort to my heart.”
She then went on to recite it. . . .
“Someday the silver cord will break,
and I no more as now shall sing;
but O the joy when I shall wake
within the palace of the King!
And I shall see Him face to face,
and tell the story—saved by grace!” 20
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as she was gathering sticks to prepare her last meal. However, they were also thoughts of self-guilt
as she apparently recalled some past known sin in her life. She may have had fair reason to recall
some past sin in her own life, but she had no reason to charge Elĳah with such malicious cruelty.

There Are No
“Polaroid Believers.”
Christlikeness
Requires Many And
Varied Seatings For
The Portrait To Be
Painted.

The principle is clear. Past victory in times of tribulation must
never give us false confidence. We may not handle our new
trials any better than our failures in the past, or much better than
those who do not know Christ. No matter what our past success,
we always face the potential of being shaken and unnerved by a
new crisis. No matter how much we have praised and glorified
God in one trial, we may dishonor Him in the next. No matter
how great our past successes in demonstrating calm and
composure, we may lose it all moments or days later. No matter
how gracious we may be in one trial, the possibility of bitterness
and anger is ever-present when we face a new and even very
similar adversity. We are in constant need of God's grace for
every trial of life.

There is no "certificate of grace" that authenticates that we have reached a set level of proficiency
in trials, and we are prepared for crisis. A past trial of life, which has been victoriously overcome,
may be experienced again. But if we do not rely on God's continuous grace, this time we may
utterly fail. God does design experience to be a great help in times of trial.
Experience is one of the building blocks to higher ground. Nevertheless, the best of experiences
are no guarantees against a present devastating defeat. Past trials, which we triumphantly
mounted, now under slightly different circumstances, or at different times in our lives, may throw
us into a deadly tailspin. Last time we may have
landed safely and softly, but this time we may
crash and burn.
On January 25, 1990, a Boeing 707, Avianca
Flight 52, crashed just 15 miles outside the
Kennedy Airport and 72 out of 161 people died.
What had happened was that the plane missed its
first landing attempt. On its second approach, all
four of its engines shut down due to a lack of
fuel. The title of the Time magazine article was,
"Can Planes Just Run Out of Gas?" The answer
is hard to believe, but is "Yes!" -- even when one
would think that such mistakes just cannot
happen anymore. The examination of the crash indicated that the pilot, who knew that he had a
fuel problem as he was circling in a holding pattern above Kennedy, had seventeen years of
experience. Some suggested that partly out of pride and the certainty of a follow-up investigation
for declaring an emergency, he was reluctant to take that step.
"Complacency in the cockpit, failure to recognize and deal with hazards, is the most
dangerous threat to air safety," says Jerome Lederer, an internationally known expert on the
subject. – (Time Magazine — Nation, pg 24 — February 12, 1990)
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Likewise, we can also run out of gas and crash in
any trial, even though we have successfully pulled
out of some of life's most threatening experiences. In
fact, we may even crash when facing afflictions that
are far less difficult than what we have already gone
through in our Christian lives. At times a simple
"declaration of emergency" might have saved us, but
this time pride or complacency kept us from seeking
help.
We cannot switch on a reserve tank of God's grace to
meet the demands of our present crisis. There is no
residue of God's grace sloshing around from a past
fill-up. We cannot cruise on the fume of past grace as
we face a new affliction of life. There is no "quantity
of grace" deposited into our heart and soul left over
from any trial that we can hoard for future use. The
Lord only gives His grace when we need it, and only
for the trial which we are presently facing.
When God told Paul, "My grace is sufficient," He
was telling Paul that His grace was sufficient for that
trial of life, and not that this grace would be
sufficient for all the trials of life. God states that His
grace is sufficient, not excessive, for our present
trial. We need to be continually driven to Christ in
times of trial for our sufficiency is in Him.
That does not mean that God is not setting up His
grace for a far
time than
While There Is No different
when needed. He
“Reserve Tank” Of may be setting up
His grace today
God’s Grace,
use decades
There Will Always for
later. For instance,
Be Sufficient
He may have
Grace Available In provided just the
spouse, family,
Order To Finish
parents, friends,
The Course Set
pastor years ago,
Before Us.
which you need
now.
Although God only gives us the grace needed for our
present trial, be assured that He will give us all the
grace needed for landing safely. He has taken into
account all the time necessary to make the flight. The
Lord has also accounted for any time that must be

More About
More About Over Confidence!
One of the greatest
tragedies of history
took place in our
century. The tragedy
has been examined
from many vantages
and a seemingly
endless number of
conclusions, seeking to
demonstrate how the
outcome might have
been radically
different, have been
drawn.
Virtually all agree that there was a
dangerous level of false assurance that
caused this monumental tragedy and even
after 80 years the word “Titanic” speaks of
massive disaster.
One of the central players in this disaster was
the captain of the Titanic, Edward Smith.
“Captain Edward J. Smith was among the
most tragic figures aboard the Titanic. When
Thomas Andrews ( a member of the crew)
told him that the ship was going to sink, he
knew the numbers: he knew how many
people were aboard, he knew how many
lifeboats he had, and he knew, at that
moment, that people were going to die.”1
However, moments before that news Captain
Smith was unshakably confident in his ship’s
ability to withstand any danger. He was fully
convinced that the Titanic was in no danger
and could not be sunken even by a collision
with an iceberg. He was unshakably
confident in its water-tight compartments.
Captain Smith’s confidence came from a
recent personal experience. You see, Captain
Smith was captain of a sister ship of the
Titanic called the Olympic. The Olympic was
virtually identical to the Titanic and was also
designed with the same water- tight
compartments as the Titanic.
“Some months earlier, on September 20,
1911, the naval cruiser Hawke struck the
Titanic’s nearly identical sister ship Olympic.
Smith was then in command of the Olympic.
The Hawke had been equipped with a ram
specifically designed to sink ships with

P - 78

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

included if He has ordained a holding pattern that will
delay our landing! While there is no reserve grace,
there will always be sufficient grace. Ephesians 2:7
speaks of the "exceeding riches of His grace," which
includes more than His saving grace, but it also
includes His keeping grace. As John Newton states in
that famous hymn, Amazing Grace, "Through many
dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 'Tis
grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will
lead me home."
If the believer fails to honor God in his or her trial, it
is not due to a "resource failure," but a "withdrawer
failure." We have failed to make a withdraw from the
divinely opened account that contains all the funds
needed to guarantee victory for a particular trial. God
has opened an account for every trial, and the Lord
has made the exactly ordained deposits necessary to
stand behind all withdrawals. The checks made
against the account will never come back stamped
"insufficient funds." There is no need for any human
ingenuity or schemes as insurance against a possible
"bank failure." There is no need for a heavenly FDIC
program in case the assets available cannot meet the
demands. All of God's people can make a run on the
bank without fear that He cannot meet every need!
There is no "Father's Dependents Insurance
Corporation," because the Lord has heavenly backed
certificates of divine grace that will never fail,
deposited and available on your behalf for all your
trials. You can take that to the bank!
Jeremiah stated, "The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?"
The answer to that question is found in the next
verse, "I, the Lord, search the heart." It is possible to
deceive ourselves into thinking that we are stronger
than we are. We only need to encounter some
friction, pain, or new pressures, and we will find out
all too quickly that we are not at all as strong as
thought we were. We will quickly discover that there
is still much to learn about handling pain, and
specifically that kind of pain. The peace and strength
that we thought we had developed were only due to
the present quietness of outward circumstances.
When God again shakes our lives, it is only then that
we will see how our peace and strength were related
to the circumstances of our lives. We ought to see
repeatedly our real frailty and our constant need for
God's grace.

watertight compartments. . . . The Hawke
was badly damaged, a total loss. Captain
Smith commented that ‘the Olympic’s
frame stood the shock well. . . . The
watertight doors, which automatically
closed, held the compartments sealed.’ The
great tragedy of the Olympic collision is
that it might have made Captain Smith even
more confident in the Titanic’s supposed
invincibility, which might explain why,
seven months later, he was so willing to
steam ahead into an ice field he knew was
there.”1
Captain Edward Smith is not the only
person in history who was deluded by
past experiences, convinced that all was
secure and safe because all went well the
last time.
Many a person has thought, “It went well
last time, surely all will be well on this
occasion.”
We may have sincerely engaged in honest,
good, and successful endeavors. However,
too often we do not realize that past
success is no guarantee that all will go
well again.
Past success can fool the best of men.
The Titanic “disappeared into the sea at
2:20 A.M. on Monday, April 15, 1912.
No one—at least no one in charge—had
anticipated anything worse than
penetration by another ship at the junction
of two watertight compartments. She
would have easily floated with two
compartments full, so they labeled her
unsinkable, and the unsinkable ship went
down the first time it sailed. 21 / 22
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We could go through the Bible and cite many
examples of those who went through great crisis
victoriously and how they later crashed when facing
even lesser trials. Abraham exhibited great faith when
he left his homeland and moved into the unknown, yet
tripped when it came to trusting God to protect him
and his wife in Egypt. Moses could turn his back on
the riches of Egypt and all it had to offer, but he
struggled in being the divinely selected leader who
would guide God's people out of bondage. King David
faced that giant no one else would face, Goliath of
Gath, and yet tripped with Delilah and repeatedly
stumbled when facing a coward like Saul. The best of
men are still men at best. The reality is that men, who
have seemingly faced and conquered comparable and
even greater trials, can still fall apart when facing
similar or lesser trials. They can breakdown even
when facing trials that are far less traumatic and
demanding.
God wanted to meet the emotional, spiritual, and
psychological needs of the widow of Zarephath. It is
not that God's resources were not available to her, and
the bank failed. It was that she failed to make a
withdraw from the specially opened account that was
set up for her by the Lord for just such a need. Just as
David knew that God's gracious power was available
to face Goliath, because he had drawn on a previous
account when facing the bear and the lion, the widow
had no reason to expect the absence of a newly
established heavenly account for facing this need! She
should have known that a new "grace account" was
opened by the fact that God had graciously set up her
last "grace account." Grace had brought her safe thus
far, and grace would lead her home!
Our heavenly Father deposits grace in the exact
amounts needed for all of our trials so that we do not
need to act and react like the world around us. The
Lord will never face a "run on the bank," which
depletes His infinite grace for times of trial. As David
said, "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread" (Psalm 37:25; cp. 132:15). All spiritual
investors have never been disappointed. Abundant
reserves mark His infinite and diverse resources.

More About
More About The Crash of 1929

•The rapid rise in the Radio Corporation
of American’s stock reflected the soaring
of the Wall
Street Stock Market in the 1920’s. In
1921 RCA traded for $2.50
•A share by 1927 traded for $85.00.
•By 1929 RCA stock rose to $573.75.
•On Black Thursday, October 24th,
thirteen million shares were traded and
the World newspaper headlines stated,
“Market in Panic as Stocks Are Dumped
in a 12,894,600 Share Day: Bankers Halt
It.”
•Panic spread, and Black Thursday was
followed by Black Tuesday, October 29th,
and sixteen million shares were traded, a
record that stood until 1968.
•Both days established the free-fall Stock
Market crash of 1929.
•On that Black Tuesday, the ticker tape
ran so long and late that few even knew
exactly how much money they were really
losing.
•By the day’s end, fifteen billion in
market value had just vanished.
•By mid-November, thirty billion of the
eighty billion worth of stock listed in
September had
been wiped out.
•Unemployment rose from 700,000 to
almost four million, in a country of
approximately 122 million.
•America settled into the Great
Depression and a good number of the
wealthiest American’s were bankrupt and
committed suicide out of a sense of panic!
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The danger is that we allow our emotions to so
overwhelm the soul that we can no longer think.
Paul said it this way, "For God has not given to
us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind." ( II Timothy 1:7). It will each
of those three qualities that we lose when fear
grips our hearts. Fear causes a loss of power, and
we wilt. Fear causes a loss of love, and we
become so selfish. Fear short- circuits our
reasoning, and our thinking becomes so clouded
and irrational.
As long as we do not panic, and by that, fail to
call on the exceeding riches of His grace, He will
see us through! There will never be a "Great
Depression," a "Black Thursday," a crash, a
market fluctuation causing any to panic, or a
reason for suicidal desperation. We do not need to
exhibit hysteria, confusion, paralysis, panic, or
bitterness.
God has given us all the necessary resources so
that we can remain calm in crisis! If we find
ourselves panicking, like those in the crash of
1929, it will only be because we do not know
how very rich, how exceedingly rich our Lord is!
If we panic during such times of crisis, it will be
because we are not thinking clearly about what
God has already done. If we feel emotionally
bankrupt and experience bitterness sweeping over
our souls, it will be only because we fail to grasp
how very deep the vault of God's grace actually
is, and how available it is to all of His people!
Carl Von Clausewitz, one of the most important
writers on the theory of war, spoke about the
martial concept of "total war." Clausewitz stated
that if war were dependent on a single
engagement, then one must apply every military
resource to the point of conflict. However, he
maintains that the general reality is that war does
not rest on a single battle, but on successive
battles. He states that "war does not consist of a
single instantaneous blow." 23

Side-bar
FDIC

•The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 created
the Federal Reserve System, after the panic of
1907.
•The FDIC then came into being after the crash
of 1929 and was designed to regulate the bank
practices of all banks that held membership.
•Presently, the government requires a national
bank to be a member of the Federal Reserve
System and state banks may be admitted to
membership.
•You have probably seen those notices posted
in your bank that indicates that they insure your
moneys against loss up to a certain amount -"FDIC insured up to $100,000 per account."
•You probably recognize the well- known
letters FDIC, which stands for "Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation."
•Those letters indicate that the federal
government has insured you against loss if the
bank fails.
God has never posted liability limits throughout
the pages of scripture. There is no insurance
guarantees necessary to stand behind His
powers.
There are no notices facing us on the counters
when we approach Him in prayer.
All of His notices, populating the pages of the
Bible. speak of limitless backing, exceeding our
gifts, strengths, or abilities.
The bank of God's grace and mercy will never
fail, is never closed, and its funds are always
available.
If we come boldly to the throne of grace, to find
help in time of need, we will find the great High
Priest, who understands all of the painful
experiences of life, interceding on our behalf!
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Satan knows that general reality as far as it relates
to the Christian. Losing or winning any single
battle, does not mean that the war is over. With
Satan, there will be constant new battles to gain
ground. Sometimes the enemy has already fought
over and lost that ground.
Nevertheless, he may contest that ground again and
again. Satan may even concede lost territory, but he
will attack adjacent land that is much the same
shape as the ground that was already lost. Though
the new battle may require the same strategy and
tactics as employed in the past, we may lose it this
time!
We may have experienced great victory when
facing death by "starvation," but the war is not over.
Our adversary may wage a new battle, and we may
not find ourselves feeling the exuberance that comes
with hearing that the enemy has retreated. The new
trial involving the sudden death of that which we
concluded could not be lost, may take us out of the
war!

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
by George Matheson
O love that will not let me go
I rest my weary soul in thee
I give thee back the life I owe
That in thine ocean depths its flow
My richer, fuller be
O light that followest all my way
I yield my flickering torch to thee
My heart restores its borrowed ray
That in thy sunshines glow its day
May brighter, fairer be
O joy you seek me through the pain
I cannot close my heart to thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
Then morn shall tearless be

George Matheson
George Matheson was
born in Glasgow on 27th
March 1842.
He was the eldest of eight children in the
family and one of the brightest. After excelling
at school he entered Glasgow University where
he studied Classics, Logic and Philosophy.
He graduated with first class honours when he
was only 19 years old but a deep tragedy was
being worked out in his life even as he
completed his studies – he was rapidly going
blind. He had an incurable condition that
would eventually result in total blindness and
there was nothing that could be done to help
him. Such a trial would cause most of us to
suffer greatly but for George there was to be an
even heavier blow. Whilst at University he had
met and fallen in love with a girl who was a
fellow student and they were planning to get
married. He broke the news of his impending
blindness to her, would she still marry him?
To his astonishment and deep sadness her blunt
answer came to him with the force of a dagger
to his heart, “I do not want to be the wife of a
blind man” she said – and with that they
parted.
Years later the memory of that rebuff came
flooding back on the evening of his sister’s
wedding and he recalls the pain of that night as
he tells how it was on that occasion that he
penned his most famous hymn.
“My hymn was composed in the manse of
Innellan on the evening of the 6th of June,
1882, when I was 40 years of age. I was alone
in the manse at that time. It was the night of
my sister’s marriage, and the rest of the family
were staying overnight in Glasgow. Something
happened to me, which was known only to
myself, and which caused me the most severe
mental suffering.
The hymn was the fruit of that suffering. It was
the quickest bit of work I ever did in my life. I
had the impression of having it dictated to me
by some inward voice rather than of working it
out myself. I am quite sure that the whole work
was completed in five minutes, and equally
sure that it never received at my hands any
retouching or correction. 63

P - 82

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

I have no natural gift of
rhythm. All the other verses I
have ever written are
manufactured articles; this
came like a dayspring from on
high”.
It was through the deep trials
of illness and desertion that
George Matheson had come to
place all his trust and hope in the love of God
in Jesus Christ as his Saviour. From then on,
despite his blindness, he had resolved to study
Theology and Christian History and to enter
the Christian ministry.
With God’s help, his resolve held firm and in
1879, three years before writing his famous
hymn, the University of Edinburgh conferred
upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinity. In 1890, he also became a fellow of
the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
He began his ministry in 1868 at Innellan, on
the Argyll coast near Dunoon. He stayed there
for 18 years. Not only did he preach, but he
wrote a number of books on spiritual matters
which proved popular with contemporary
Christians. His ministry and writings came to
the attention of Queen Victoria and when in
Scotland she invited him to preach at
Balmoral. She also had one of his sermons, on
the Book of Job, published.
In 1886 he moved to Edinburgh, where he
became minister of St. Bernard’s Parish
Church for 13 years. It was here that his chief
work as a preacher was done.
George never did marry but he continued to
prove the truth of his hymn, that there was a
love that would never let him go – the love of
Christ for the sinner. The love that was
demonstrated for all the world to see at the
cross of Calvary. The love that is spoken of in
the Bible in John Chapter 3 verse 16, “God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life”.
George Matheson died suddenly of a stroke on
the 28th of August 1906 in Edinburgh and is
buried in the Glasgow Necropolis. His hymn
remains a particular favourite of those
Christians whose lives are touched by tragedy
and loss but who know that underneath them
are the everlasting arms of a loving God and
Saviour.24

Hearers of Dr. Matheson’s preaching, readers
of his books, and even members of his
congregation, seldom thought, perhaps,
that there was a time in his life when
the awful tragedy of the loss of his eyesight
all but overwhelmed him. He was such an
optimist, so buoyant and inspiriting, that it
would not occur to them that he was blind,
or that there was an hour in his life when
he all but succumbed to the deep despondency
into which his threatened loss threw him.
Yet there was such an hour.
From the biography, The life of George Matheson
by Donald Macmillan, D. (Donald), published in
1907 – pg. 12

Sometimes the "sudden death" is not the
loss of a loved one. Rather, it is the sudden
death of one's reputation, position, marriage,
family, or one's economic security. Satan is
a relentless opponent, and he has all the
time in the world. He will try again, another
day, in another way, for a different piece of
ground, maybe adjacent to that ground of
which you have already defeated him.
Your only resource is that which you leaned
on in your past victories . . . .
Grace, Grace, God's Grace!
There are numerous sure and certain laws
which the Lord has built into this world.
They form cross-currents in life and living
and interact with each other.
At times, it even looks like that this-or-that
promise or biblical principle is not always
true – it is generally true in life.
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May I suggest that all of God’s laws and
principles which are built into God’s physical
and spiritual world are always certain ad fully
operational, However, just like the law of
gravity is fully operational even while the laws
of aerodynamics are also fully operating, so the
spiritual laws which have been built into this
world are also operating. It is just that there is
more than one law operating at a time.
That is why the Bible can assuredly state that all
“all the promises of God in him are yea, and in
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” – II
Corinthians 1:20.
The biblical truth that the Lord is the same
yesterday, today, and forever does not mean that
when circumstances change, He does not
change. Nineveh was told that they would be
destroyed in 40 days, but the Lord “repented,”
not because He changes, but because they repented. He never changed His stance against
unrepentant sinfulness. But when they repented, He followed yet another law which reflects
Him and operates in His world.
HOWEVER, there is also a law which continuously operates and accounts for some of what
causes men to view His promises and principles as “generally true.” No, His laws and the
spiritual principles which He has built into His world are all “yea and Amen.” It is that God’s
GRACE is yet another law which is always in operation.
The sun shines on the just and the unjust.
The rain falls on the just and the unjust.
Because of what is called “Common
Grace.”
What should you conclude when you see
a son or daughter who loves and sincerely
serves the Lord, but was not raised and
nurtured in a godly home? The
everlasting and eternal law of God’s
grace and goodness was also operating –
gravity was overcome by lift!

God’s Grace
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, grace that
exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, there
where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.
Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, threaten
the soul with infinite loss;
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, points to
the refuge, the mighty cross.
Grace, grace, God's grace, grace that will pardon
and cleanse within;
grace, grace, God's grace, grace that is greater
than all our sin!
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Bitterness And Blame During Trials
Are The Marks Of Spiritual Failure
“And she said to Elijah, What have I do with thee, O thou man of God?
Art thou come unto me to call my sins to remembrance, and to slay my son?”
(I Kings 17:18).
It seems that when tragedy follows on the heels of
God's deliverance and His tremendous blessing, we
may be easily thrown into a state of anger and
bitterness. We do not expect thorns when walking in the
garden of God. We find it difficult to put together God's
recent blessing with a new sudden trial of life. God's
supernatural provision abundantly blessed the widow of
Zarephath. Then in this new time of testing, she shoots
bitter, harsh, and surely unfair words at the prophet,
Elĳah. He had been the very tool of her deliverance!
She showed herself to be a miserable and pitiful
recipient of God's goodness. Apparently, this widow
lost her bearings, crashing hard when this new trial
assailed her.
The widow asked a question that needed no answer
because her question was never meant to be answered - it was a rhetorically bitter accusation. She believes
that her trial was a “mis-trial,” that there was an
injustice which has resulted in a great personal loss!

Side-bar
Mistrials
The word “mistrial” is a legal term
meaning that a mistake was made in a
courtroom trial and the error would cause
a serious harm and injustice.
Although there are mistrials in the legal
world, there are no “mistrials” in God’s
plan and program for every individual. No
mistake was made that would cause harm
or injustice. They are all designed for our
good and God’s glory.
It is only as we fight what He is
attempting to accomplish in our lives that
we can miss the trial’s purpose and lose
the opportunity to stand on the platform
that God desires to build for us from
which we can stand tall and speak to
those looking on with steadfast faith!

Her sharp question was an indictment of Elĳah's place in her personal life and her family. The
widow forgot and depreciated the deliverance that came with Elĳah's first appearance. If she had
only recalled what his original arrival meant to her at the time he walked through the city's gate,
she would still have had cause for real and honest appreciation amid this new trial. Instead, she
questioned the purpose of Elĳah's coming.
She even put the worse possible interpretation on his arrival when she said, "Art thou come unto
me to call my sins to remembrance, and to slay my son?". In essence, she was saying, "Why did
you ever come into my life and into this house?" The accurate answer to that question was, "To
delivered her and her son from certain death by starvation." Elĳah found her in a city that was
experiencing a deadly famine and an every-increasing drought. When he met her, she had been
searching for a few sticks by which she could build a fire to prepare her and her son's last meal.
She failed to call those facts to remembrance before she offered her harsh attack.
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Art Scholl, one of the great acrobatic pilots of the
1960's, known for his amazing aerial feats . . . .
. . . would often tell young fliers that even
though the skies were clear it was important
to be vigilant, because fog sometimes sneaks
up behind an airplane. . . . Even when flying a
familiar routine, it has its inherent dangers. . .
. stay calm, but be alert." 25
Young pilots are only allowed to fly during good
weather and during the daylight hours, until they
are instrument rated. Being "instrument-rated"
means that one is able to fly and land an airplane
with little to no visual information available. The
loss of daylight, or a sudden change in weather,
obscures a pilot's visual source of information.
The pilot must be able to read and rely solely on
a plane's dashboard of instruments. Being
"instrument-rated" means that one is able to not
only read the array of navigational instruments,
but also to be absolutely confident in the truth of
those instruments, despite what his-her senses
may or may not be telling him-her.
Likewise, God's people, in times of trial, need to
stay calm and be alert. We must also be vigilant
because "life's fog" sometimes sneaks up and
overcomes our spiritual journey. When we are
young believers, we will often see how
graciously God worked in our lives to keep us
out of some of the most dangerous situations. We
will see Him do things in the early days of our
Christian lives to keep us from crashing. We may
not see Him doing all that He did in those first
years, in the later years of our Christian journey.
During the later years of our Christian walk, the
Lord does expect us to become instrument rated
as we walk more by faith and less by sight.
We need to develop in the Christian life to the
place that we are a "qualified-instrument-ratedbelievers." Being a "qualified-instrument-rated
believer" means that we can land safely even
when the reassuring sunshine of day or the
spiritual horizon disappears. It also means that
we can pilot other believers without endangering
their lives when the darkness settles in.

More About
More About Instrument Rated
My flight instructor, an experienced and fully
qualified captain of working at Northwest Orient
Airlines, repeatedly emphasized the principle,
“Trust the instruments!” I came to learn from the
first days of flight that you were to totally rely
on the various and interesting instruments
located on the plane’s dash-board.
My flight instructor constantly repeated that
critical principle because it was so very vital to
life and death. "Always, always, always trust
your instruments!"
That trust on the flight instruments was so
important that I was even told to disbelieve my
own senses and thoughts in favor of the
instruments. Anyone who has ever taken flight
lessons has heard his or her instructor say,
“Trust the instruments even when everything
inside is telling you otherwise.”
Why was there such a confidence in the
instruments? Obviously, we all know that any
instrument can
malfunction.
No matter how carefully or how scrupulously
mechanical tools are constructed, it is possible
that any instrument may not function properly
and thereby mislead the one who relies on it.
Well, the flight instructors emphasis on the
instruments is not based on a false belief that an
airplane’s instruments could never malfunction.
Rather, the emphasis is based on the realization
that our human senses, when flying an airplane,
can and will deceive us.
The fact is that our senses are easily tricked
when we leave the ground and enter the world of
the birds. Being in flight can cause us to believe
things about our plane’s position in relationship
to the ground which is not true! For instance, we
can believe that we are climbing higher when we
are in fact descending.
We can believe that we level in flight when we
are in a fatal dive. We can believe that our plane
is “right side up” when in fact our plane is
“upside down.” When a pilot is confused about
his or her relationship to the earth or other
objects in the sky he is experiencing what is
called vertigo.
Not only do pilots experience such phenomena,
but ballet dancers, Eskimos in kayaks, and birds
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"Instrument rated" means that we can navigate when
the fog blurs the vision on life's path. We know how
to read the instruments accurately. We are able to file
a flight plan and stay on course in the most difficult
weather. We can "hold course" as we make it to the
next field in God's will. We have learned to trust
what the instrument indicate, even when our
emotions are shouting that they may not or cannot be
true.
As stated, one of the most essential considerations in
being an instrument-rated airplane pilot is that the
pilot must be committed to the accuracy of the craft's
instruments. The pilot must not only be capable of
reading and flying by what the gauges and dials say,
but he-she must trust them. No matter what his or
her senses are saying, the pilot knows that the senses
are fallible. He-she must trust the instruments. When
trials come our way, and when we can no longer see
clearly, we need to ignore what our emotions might
be screaming and shouting out to our mins and
hearts. We need to rely on the truth of God.
God has even provided a specially installed,
multipurpose instrument in every believer. Our
heavenly Father has installed the Holy Spirit in
every divinely authored New Testament believer.
• His purpose is to constantly reveal the true
direction.
• He helps us keep our bearings as He alone
points to true north.
• He will speak the truth about our altitude when
we get on our high horse. He registers out
attitude if we are not flying straight.
• He will set off an alarm and disturb us when we
are not flying in formation along with our
Commander.
• If we are about to stall, He will alert us long
before any imminent danger.
If we are not instrumented rated saints, if we are still
flying by sight and not by faith, our reactions during
times of trial will give us away. During crisis, we
will find ourselves indicting others, blaming our
situation on someone else, and striking out against
the very ones who have helped and loved us the

also experience such delusions of “vertigo”.
When this happens, the pilot literally doesn’t
know which end is up and is being deceived
by his or her senses.
Every year airplane accidents are caused by
a pilot’s spatial disorientation. The pilot has
believed his or her senses and has
disregarded what the instruments
were saying.
When learning to fly, you must forget
everything you feel and you must totally rely
on what the instruments are telling you!

Side-bar
Intentional Infliction of
Emotional Distress
One is guilty of inflicting emotional distress
when . . . .
• one through their words or actions does
something that is meant to cause
someone fright, terror, anxiety, or
distress of mind.
• the emotional distress is actually caused
by the words or actions of another.
• the injury is real and substantial.
Annoyance, hurt feelings, losing several
nights of sleep, unhappiness, humiliation,
mild depression over a short period of time
do not qualify as real of substantial
emotional distress.
The widow charged Elĳah with intentional
infliction of emotional distress.
Without question, the sudden loss of her son
has created great emotional distress.
However, Elĳah has done nothing to bring
to pass the series of events.
Her claim is that even though Elĳah saved
their lives from death by starvation, her
son's ensuing death was a deliberate act.
Elĳah found his way into her house by his
first act of deliverance so he could call her
sins to remembrance by inflicting this
tragedy.
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most. During such times of trial, both God and His servants can become our enemy, and we will
have nothing kind to say about either one. Regrettably, like this widow of Zarephath, we can
forget all the goodness that has been ours by the hands of both God and men. Such reactions will
reveal that we are in an emotional and mental cloud, generated by our present pain and bitterness.
We are saying that we do not know how to navigate a safe course, no less how to land
successfully. We are declaring that we cannot stay calm and remain vigilant as the weather turns
against us. We are listening to our screaming emotions rather than relying on God's truth. That was
what was happening with the widow of Zarephath! She has found herself in a tailspin, which
would have resulted in a severe crash if God does not step in and seize control through Elĳah.
What is incredible is that at times we can be bitter and angry, vomiting such negative emotions all
over others, and not even see the condition of our own heart. It is so easy for us to lie to ourselves,
and others, about our true spiritual condition. We could see our heart's true condition if we listened
to the words that were coming out of our mouths during such times of affliction. Our words will

More About
More About A Point Of No Return
A young brother and sister faced a watery and frightening death as they passed the point of no
return in a small aluminum row boat on the great Niagara River. This account involving Roger and Deanne
Woodward reads as follows:
It was a warm Saturday morning when Jim Honeycutt took his neighbor’s children, Deanne and Roger
Woodward, for a boat ride in the upper Niagara River. . . . Honeycutt piloted his small aluminum boat
through the deceptively calm Grass Island Pool toward the rapids above the Falls. Intent, perhaps, on
giving the kids a good view of the rapids. Honeycutt was soon past what experienced Niagara boaters
call the point of no return. Honeycutt sensed danger too late. He turned the boat around, but a shear-pin
failure disabled the motor and left the boat wallowing in the swift current.
In spite of Honeycutt’s frantic efforts with the oars, the boat was soon in the rapids. Roger was already
wearing a life jacket and Deanne quickly put her’s on. Seconds later the light boat flipped end over end.
Honeycutt and Roger were shipped toward the brink of the Falls. Deanne still clinging to the upturned
boat, was carried into the shallow rapids near Goat Island. . . . Within a few feet of the brink of the Falls
at Terrapin Point, Deanne clutched at the hand of a rescuer who leaned far out over the protective railing.
. . . She was dragged to safety just seconds before the river would have carried her to a savage death on
the rocks below. Roger, his small 55-pound body buoyed up by the life jacket, was swept over and
outwards by the trajectory of the Falls. Honeycutt disappeared in the three thousand tons of water that
crash over the Horseshoe each second.
Moments later the captain of the Maid of the Mist could hardly believe his eyes when he saw an orange
life jacket appear in the boiling white water at the base of the Falls. A life belt was thrown and within
minutes
Roger Woodward was safely aboard. He was the first person to survive the Horseshoe Falls without a
protective capsule. His friend, Jim Honeycutt, died in the maelstrom. Four days later the river gave up his
body.
It all happened because they floated past that place in the river, the point of no return, the place where the
force and flow of the water could not be humanly withstood.
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Isn’t it wonderful to know that there is no “point of no return” when it comes to drifting away from God.
The Bible is clear in its teaching that we can always confess our wrong-doing and repent. We can always
turn around and come back to the Heavenly Father. There is no point where the currents of life, the drift
of our sinful nature, the pull of wrong-doing has brought us so far that God does not hear a call for help
and deliverance. Unfortunately, Satan would like
to convince us that there are sins and situations from which there is no point of return.
Satan, and at times our own thinking, has convinced us that there is no use trying to avoid the soon
coming consequences and disasters.
We have just gone too far, we have passed that point at which God cares to hear our cries or will pull us
out of the fast moving waters. 26

reveal whether the battle fought inside the heart and mind is, or is not, being won. Those who are
bitter in spirit are blaming and charging others with responsibility,
They are pointing to the supposed malicious wrongdoing of others, and need to see that such
reactions and words are clear indicators that the heart's attitude battle is truly being lost.
Nevertheless, some continue to refuse to admit that they are not right with God and/or with men,
even when the proof is so evident to all who observe or listen.
James said it this way, "But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie
not against the truth." It is possible for ungodly attitudes to be lying on the surface of our lives and
clearly seen by others, while we keep professing that it is well with our soul. If you have
experienced the Christian life for any length of time, you have probably heard the bitter and angry
words of fellow believers. They do not and cannot see how bitter they really are, even though the
proof is heard in their ears as they spew out their heart's attitude. We have the responsibility to
admonish them about their true heart's condition by pointing to the obvious proofs of hatred and
bitterness, their bitter and angry words.
Once admonished, the responsibility for flying right falls upon them. They will never make it
safely through their trials if they are unwilling to admit that they have lost their way and need help
in landing. One of Art Scholl's most serious moments in flying came when he was ultimately
forced to rely totally on air traffic control for his landing.
Weather is a pilot's biggest enemy. One time while I was flying to Rockingham, North Carolina,
the weather closed in before I could select an airport to land, so I started following an expressway
to the next town.
There was no traffic, so I decided the safest thing to do was land. I throttled back and began to
glide in when suddenly out of the fog came a clear view of traffic lights. I wasn't on the
expressway anymore, I was right downtown.
I climbed to seven hundred feet and called the center. Every place in the area was zero-zero
[no visibility or ceiling]. They took me to Charlotte, where I could make a precision
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instrument landing. It was getting very dark
when approach control positioned me for a
radar approach.
All the way down, they asked me if I could see
the runway yet. I kept saying, 'Negative.' There
was not enough fuel for a missed approach. They
told me I was at fifty feet, then twenty-five. I was
still telling them, 'I can's see the runway,' and
then I felt my wheels touch down. It was a good
feeling. 27
Sometimes it will take the assistance of others to
talk down a fellow believer to a safe landing. We
may have to talk down believers when they cannot
land themselves because the fog is just too thick for
them to see the runway, even when it is only feet
away. If we do that successfully, they will
experience the same good feeling of being back on
the ground!
Part of helping others to land safely back on the
ground requires us to promote an understanding of
the cause of the pain. The widow's words reveal that
she does not understand the rightful cause for her
affliction. She has mistakenly read her trial as God's
wrath and judgment on her past sins. The widow
reflects a thinking pattern built on the belief that as
long as we are and have been godly, all will be well
in our lives. The widow of Zarephath is echoing the
mindset of many today. We could call it the "Job's
Friends' Theory of Pain." The theory rests on the
belief that the afflictions of life are the result of past
or present wrongdoing in our lives.
Even though some of the pain in our lives can be
identified as the natural consequences of our all and
any wrongdoing, "Job's Friends' Theory" is not a
valid explanation for all of the afflictions in life.
Yes, scripture states that the way of the transgressor
is hard. There are natural consequences that
accompany sinful choices. Still other pain must be
explained by the fact that there are past sins of
which we have never repented or confessed. God
may continue to remind us that we have not
confessed it and that we have yet to repent of it in
our lives.

More About
More About Great Faith In Trial
It was the last day of February 1991 that Ken
and Jean Chaney found themselves stranded in
a snowbound car. It was a totally unanticipated
misadventure. The Chaneys moved from Ohio
to California to get away from snow.
The purpose of their trip was to resolve a tax
question in Fresno, about 60 miles from home.
It was supposed to be a routine trip, but on their
way back home they got lost and found
themselves on an out-of-the-way road.
Apparently, the road was not well maintained
during the winter months. Ken had wanted to
turn around and find out where they had made
the wrong turn. Nevertheless, Jean was
frightened and convinced her husband to
continue. They skidded and slid across the
opposite side of the road, landing in a
snowbank in California’s Sierra Nevadas, in the
Sierra National Forest.
They spent the first night in their 1984
Thunderbird and by morning they found
themselves under additional snow. The
snowbank along with the additional foot of
newly fallen night snow had locked their doors
closed.
Ken was seventy-five, a retired carpet layer
who had just accepted a new job at a hardware
store in town. Jean was sixty-eight, and was
proud of her six children, twenty-three
grandchildren, and twenty great-grandchildren.
Ken and Jean began keeping a kind of diary on
scraps of paper and on the back of envelopes.
She wrote on the first day . . .
Friday, March 1, 1991, 6:30 A.M.
Well, here we are in a winter
wonderland! We have been here since
about 6 or 6:30 last night. . . . (Don’t
mind the writing — I have to write on my
land and lap. . . .)
So many things I want to say. I want you all
to enjoy life and remember what is so
dreadful today will be forgotten next year.
Please be a family!! And let my
grandchildren know that I love them. . . .
Truly a miracle if anyone comes by.We

P - 90

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

However, there is no one explanation to all the
trials of life. There are trials in life, which are the
chastening of God as a father towards a son.
Hebrews 12:6 states that whom the Lord loveth He
chasenteneth.
The Lord has also designed some trials for His
glory, such as the death of Lazarus. Still, other
trials develop us; they can yield peaceable, not
bitter fruit. What may look like troubles are God's
means for building us up and preparing us for yet
other difficult days ahead. What looks like human
blunders and failures are God's glorious ways of
producing a new and improved product.
The background to "Ivory Soap," the "soap that
floats," is little known by most. The truth is that this
soap was the result of a factory foreman's
blundered. The soap was so well received that
customers deluged the company with orders for this
floating soap.
One morning in 1878, thirty-two-year-old
Harley Procter decided that the soap and candle
company founded by his Father should produce
a new, creamy white, delicately scented soap,
one to compete with the finest imported Castile
soaps of the day. Procter's cousin James
Gamble, a chemist, soon produced the desired
product. Named simply White Soap. . . . (it) was
not yet christened Ivory, nor did it then float.
Soap production began, and the product sold
well. One day, a factory worker overseeing soap
vats broke for lunch, forgetting to switch off the
master mixing machine. On returning, he
realized that too much air had been whipped
into the soapy solution. Reluctant to discard the
batch, he poured it into hardening and cutting
frames, and bars of history's first air-laden,
floating soap were delivered to regional stores. .
. . The factory was swamped with letters
requesting more . . . . Harley Procter and James
Gamble ordered that all White Soap from then
on be given an extra-long whipping. 28
Notably, they did not fire, but promoted the
company foreman. With God, good will always
come from His working in the lives of those who

spent the night singing hymns. . . and
quoting Bible verses and catnapping. We
would run the heater for about five
minutes every couple of hours. . . . We
have no idea what lies ahead. . . so here
we are, completely and utterly in God’s
hand! What a better place to be!!!
The third day, and so far we aren’t hungry. .
..
Daddy is feeling bad about not showing up
at work this morning.”
Monday, March 4. It is pouring rain. . . .
We're wondering if anybody has missed us
yet. . . .
I wish I had more paper. I would like to write
to each of you individually.
March 6, Wednesday.
This will be our seventh night here.
The gas is all gone, so no more heat.
We have eaten one little packet of jelly
between us, Rolaids and Tic-Tacs.
Quite a feast!!
March 12.
A drink of water for me will never go
unappreciated again.
And a bite of food — any kind. . .
Today is the first day that I have noticed any
weakness.
I love you all.
Kids: I can't find the dome light — writing by
glove compartment light.
Dad went to the Lord at 7:30 this evening,
March 18
It was so peaceful I didn't even know he left.
The last thing I heard him say was "Thank
the Lord."
I think I'll be with him soon. . . .
So much to say and so little time.
I can't see.
Bye. I love you.
After eighteen days, both Ken and Jean died,
shut up in their snow and ice-sealed car.
They were found on May 1st by a forest
employee fifty miles from the nearest town.
Among the notes were funeral instructions, a
will, and the diary notes.
Ken and Jean's notes are a testimony that God's
people can go through the deepest of trial with
the sweetness that marks the Lord they served! 19
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love Him. No matter how very bad we thought it was at the time, He has designed it as part of His
grand program. That is precisely the way God works with us; our blunders are turning into unusual
blessings (Rom.8:28).
It is an erroneous view of trials that does not include the sovereign directing hand of God. A
mistaken understanding of pain, as something inconsistent with the love of God, will only make
our trials even harder to bear. Bitterness and anger may well be our lot if we follow the same
erroneous thinking that marked the widow. The truth is, our Lord is not averse to permitting pain
to checker the lives of His children. In God's thinking, pain is not inherently evil, and happiness is
not inherently good. Our Lord is more interested in our holiness than in our happiness. He will
make us unhappy if that will make us more holy. We will only truly be happy when we are holy.
We in the Christian world make a grave error when we do not tell new believers those truths. We
fail new believers when we do not make it clear that pain, troubles, afflictions, and pressures are
still part of our lot as believers. God has called us to be light, and one of the greatest ways to shine
for our Savior is to face and brave trials with peace in our hearts. We reflect the light of our Lord in
this dark world when we stand on the polished platform of affliction. The darker the night, the
brighter the light. We glorify Jesus when we are still able to mirror the truth that Jesus is sufficient
to meet every need. It will be by how we handle our pain that we can genuinely shine for Jesus.

The sickness and death of the child. For aught that appears he was her only son,
the comfort of her widowed estate. He was fed miraculously, and yet that did not
secure him from sickness and death. Your fathers did eat manna, and are dead,
but there is bread of which a man may eat and not die, which was given for the life
of the world, Jn. 6:49, 50. The affliction was to this widow as a thorn in the flesh,
lest she should be lifted up above measure with the favours that were done her and
the honours that were put upon her.
1. She was nurse to a great prophet, was employed to sustain him, and had strong
reason to think the Lord would do her good; yet now she loses her child. Note, We
must not think it strange if we meet with very sharp afflictions, even when we are
in the way of duty, and of eminent service to God.
2. She was herself nursed by miracle, and kept a good house without charge or
care, by a distinguishing blessing from heaven; and in the midst of all this
satisfaction she was thus afflicted.
Note, When we have the clearest manifestations of God's favour and good-will
towards us, even then we must prepare for the rebukes of Providence. Our
mountain never stands so strong but it may be moved, and therefore, in this world,
we must always rejoice with trembling.
– Matthew Henry
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More About
More About Art Scholl

The exact cause of the fatal crash remains
unknown, as neither the plane, nor Scholl's body,
was ever recovered.

"I've got a problem."
"I've really got a problem."

After successfully completing an upward spin in
his aircraft, Scholl attempted an inverted flat spin.
While descending rapidly in the spin, and at an
altitude of 3,000 feet, he uttered, "I've got a
problem."

Scholl was well known
throughout the country
for his stunt flying at air
shows, usually in his
Chipmunk monoplane
and frequently with his
mixed-breed dog,
Aileron, clinging to his
shoulder as he
performed loops and
rolls.

Nevertheless, even the best tragically fail. Born
December 24, 1931, Art Scholl, at the age of 53,
died in a plane crash when he failed to recover
from an intentional spin, filming background
shots for the gimbal apparatus, used on sound
stages, for the movie, Top Gun.
After successfully completing an upward spin in
his aircraft, Scholl attempted an inverted flat spin.
While descending rapidly in the spin, and at an
altitude of 3,000 feet, he uttered, "I've got a
problem."

Shortly later,, at an altitude of 1,500 feet, he spoke
his last known words... "I've really got a problem."
An spotter plane carrying another stunt pilot and
Scholl's mechanic, Kevin Kammer, arrived at the
scene 45 seconds after the crash and reported
seeing no signs of life - albeit they did not see the
actual impact.
Rescue aircraft and vessels recovered only some
floating debris and spotted an small oil slick. It
was speculated that the aircraft sank, with Scholl
trapped inside, to a depth of over 900 feet about
five miles off Encinitas.
The Coast Guard used a helicopter and 82-foot
cutter to search the 25-square-mile area near the
crash but called off the search the following
morning.
The exact cause of the fatal crash remains
unknown, as neither the plane, nor Scholl's body,
was ever recovered. 56

Shortly later,, at an altitude of 1,500 feet, he spoke
his last known words... "I've really got a problem."
An spotter plane carrying another stunt pilot and
Scholl's mechanic, Kevin Kammer, arrived at the
scene 45 seconds after the crash and reported
seeing no signs of life - albeit they did not see the
actual impact.
Rescue aircraft and vessels recovered only some
floating debris and spotted an small oil slick. It
was speculated that the aircraft sank, with Scholl
trapped inside, to a depth of over 900 feet about
five miles off Encinitas.
The Coast Guard used a helicopter and 82-foot
cutter to search the 25-square-mile area near the
crash but called off the search the following
morning.

The movie is dedicated to Art Scholl, the excellent aerobatic pilot
who was tragically killed during production as his plane crashed
into the Pacific Ocean after failing to recover from a flat spin
manoeuvre. Both the aircraft and Scholl were never recovered
after the accident which occurred on September 16th 1985.
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Some Other Commentary
17:17-21 After this, however, the
widow’s son became ill and died
(17:17). Having been exposed to the
holiness of God through his
miraculous works, she was aware of
her own iniquity. She believed her sin
had come to God’s attention through
Elĳah’s presence in her home. Thus, in
her mind, God was punishing her for
her sin by putting her son . . . to death
(17:18). . . . .
Elĳah’s prayer showed that even he
did not understand why God had
brought about this tragedy (17:20).
The Lord had sent Elĳah to this
woman and her son, and he had spared
their lives through Elĳah. So, why
take her son’s life? Regardless of the
reason, Elĳah knew the sovereign God
who held all the answers and who had
the power to restore life. So, the
prophet stretched himself out over the
boy three times and cried out to God
to give the child his life back (17:21).
Remembering how God has
answered us in one trial can serve as
a foundation for trusting him when
we enter the next trial. This story
also demonstrates that we (like the
widow) can piggyback on the
spirituality of others when we need
God to resurrect something in our
lives.
17:22-24 God graciously answered
Elĳah’s prayer, and the boy’s life came
into him again (17:22). Imagine the
look on the mother’s face when Elĳah
brought him down from the upstairs
room and said, Look, your son is alive
(17:23). That moment confirmed her
faith in the Lord as the true God
(17:24). The miracle also no doubt
strengthened Elĳah’s faith for the tests
he was about to face as he returned to
Israel to confront Ahab and the
prophets of Baal. – Tony Evans –

Poor creature, having lost her husband, her heart
was wrapped up in her son! Under this sharp trial,
she condemned herself; but she also began to have
hard thoughts of the man of God. We none of us
know what we may say when we are overwhelmed
with a great trouble. It is easy to find fault with the
utterance of a poor distracted spirit, and to say,
“That is improper language.” Hast thou never
spoken so in the hour of thy grief? Blessed is that
man from whose lips there has never escaped a
wrong word in the time of his anguish. This widow
woman was a mother with a dead child in the house;
do not find fault with her, but tenderly pity her, and
all who are in a like case . . .
The words of the woman had touched his heart, and
perhaps he also spoke unadvisedly; but who are we
that we should judge? He seemed to feel that,
wherever he went, he was bringing trouble upon
people. All Israel was afflicted with drought because
of his prophecy, and now this poor woman had lost
her darling child. Yet even in this desperate case he
did not give up hope, and prayer, and effort. . . . .
This was splendid faith on the part of the prophet.
Nobody had ever prayed before for the
restoration of one who was dead; no one had
ever attempted to work such a miracle as this;
but Elĳah’s faith was strung up to a wonderful pitch.
Here was faith ready to receive the blessing, so the
blessing would surely come. Here was the faith that
could move mountains, and stir the very gates of
death. Elĳah treads an unaccustomed road, and asks
for what had never been given before. . . .
Did she not know this before? Yes, or else she
would not have given him the first portion of her
meal. She must have known it, for she had been
living for a long time upon the meal and the oil
which he had multiplied. But now she said that she
knew it, as if she had never known it before. God
has a way of bringing truth home to the heart with
such vividness that, though we have been perfectly
acquainted with it for years, yet we are compelled to
cry, “Now I know it; now I have it as I never had it
before; now I grasp it and embrace it with my very
soul!” May we all know the truth of God in this
grand fashion! Amen - Charles Haddon Spurgeon –
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The Ability of the Human Mind to Resist
The Message of God Is Inconceivable
“And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elĳah, that Ahab said unto him,
Art thou he who troubleth Israel?”
(I Kings 18:17)
In my doctoral dissertation, I sought to compare military
with argumentation theory. The primary question being
answered was: Is there a similarity in logic between those
who engage in war, seeking to defeat an opponent on the
battlefield, and those who engage in a verbal battle through
argumentation and debate? Although there may be a
difference in terminology and the actual limits to which one
can go to defeat an enemy, are the thinking processes
comparable? I arrived at the conclusion that although there
were differences, there were many similarities in the
thinking patterns that stand behind each discipline.
However, there was one vital difference between defeating
and enemy in war and defeating an opponent in debate.
In argumentation, the opponent never has to concede
defeat. You could outrightly and undeniably defeat the
opponent in a debate. Yet, he or she can continue to stand
up and say, "No matter what the amount or the strength of
your proof and evidence, I am still right."

Ahab and Jehoram, and all the
kings of the earth, may
thunder and lighten, may
threaten and flatter, may
command and forbid, as they
list. They and their words are
nought to him whose trembling
ears have heard, and whose
obedient heart has received, a
higher command, and to
whom, 'across the storm,'
comes the deeper voice of the
one true Commander, whom
alone it is a glory absolutely to
obey, even 'the Lord, before
whom I stand.'
– Alexander Maclaren

In our legal system, argumentation is the "weapon" used in battle. Positively guilty defendants
may have had their day in court, been declared guilty by twelve or more peers, and still maintain
their innocence. There is no absolute way to force a guilty man to admit his guilt. Ultimately no
prosecutor can establish a defendant's guilt to the point where he must admit it. Even after signing
a confession, even after the testimony of eyewitnesses who were present, a guilty wrongdoer can
publicly and personally deny having done what they have charged. He can emotionally or
psychologically dispute all pronouncements. He can still say, "I am innocent!" -- and genuinely
believe it as well.
However, in contrast, a wartime army can visibly, tangibly, and unmistakably defeat its enemy and
force them to surrender or die. In war, the powerless opponent would either be forced to surrender
and by that admit his defeat, or continue to fight to his death, ultimately establishing his defeat. No
matter what the braggadocio or pompous claims of a belligerent opponent in war, the actual
outcome of the war will declare who is the victor and who is the defeated.
Ahab was delusional when he said that Elĳah was the troubler of Israel. Ahab was
attempting to re-write history in his own mind, if not that of the nation. By calling Elĳah
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the troubler of Israel, Ahab reveals how stubborn
rebellion against reality. It has been often said, you
can have your own opinion, but you cannot have your
own facts. What a re-write of three years reality, of
historical tragedy. It was even a close call to
conclude that Elĳah was responsible since the exact
opposite was true. It was Ahab who was the cause of
all the trouble that Israel was experiencing – three
years of drought and devastation because of Israel’s
national disobedience.

More About
More About Rewriting History
One of the most interesting “historical
revisionist of the present-day os
Malcolm Gladwell . . . .
“Revisionist History is Malcolm
Gladwell's journey through the
overlooked and the misunderstood.
Every episode re-examines
something from the past—an event,
a person, an idea, even a song—
and asks whether we got it right the
first time. Because sometimes the
past deserves a second chance.”

The dictator, Saddam Hussein, at the end of the 1991
Iraqi war against the Kuwait and the United States,
surrendered. No matter what he said, he was forced to
sign an agreement of surrender and by that admitted his
defeated.
In actual physical "combat," whatever an opponent may
want to maintain, ultimately the looser must admit defeat - whether it be high school or college wrestling,
professional football, or the world Olympics.
Nevertheless, in the rhetorical situations you can show
people the facts, stack up the witnesses, multiple the
evidence, point up the endless inconsistencies, and still
face "white-flag-denial." An individual can refuse to admit
that you have defeated him or her. No "argumentative
gun" can threaten or force a person to admit defeat. No
argumentative bullets can force him-her to sign a
surrender. No method can force people to "put their hands
into the air."
Even public ridicule or overwhelming public opinion will
not assure surrender. One would think that if enough
people say that an individual is wrong, such pressure
would be extremely hard to ignore. Yet, while facing a
multitude of objectors, a person can still say that he or she
is right! In fact, it only takes one or two supporters to
buoy up the most ludicrous examples of stubbornness. It
is rather amazing how few supporters are needed to
hearten unrelenting foolishness.
Perhaps, the closest that one can come to getting a person
to admit that they might be or are wrong is the red face of
embarrassment.
The response of Ahab to three years of national drought
and desperation is one such example. The announcement
of judgement by drought, by Elĳah, has not moved Ahab
to come close to seriously considering that he needs to
repent. It has left Ahab unconvinced! Ahab calls Elĳah
the troubler of Israel. Ahab is a historical revisionist!

Sometimes the revisions are due to
access to new data, further research by
another branch of study, new materials
which were never translated from
another language, or purposeful
ideological propaganda.
“O Iraqis! Yes, you triumphed when
you stood with all this vigor against
the armies of 30 states! You triumphed
while emphasizing your ability to face
the showdown and confrontation! You
have recorded for Arabs and Muslims
bright pages of glory that will be
remembered for generations!”
-- Baghdad Radio, following the Feb.
28 cease-fire –
“That report was a blatant rewriting of
history. Across Iraq, the shattered
hulks of planes and tanks lie strewn
across airfields and battlegrounds.
Power stations, telephone and
telegraph centers, oil refineries and
factories have been reduced to
smoldering ruins. Dozens of bombed
bridges are slumped into the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers. Tens of thousands of
Iraqi soldiers, as well as an unknown
number of civilians, are dead. Many
thousands more are either prisoners of
the allied forces or straggling abjectly
back to Iraq without their weapons. If
this was victory, it is impossible to
imagine what would constitute defeat.”
29
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People can continually make wrong decisions in life -wrong at best, painful and tragic at worse. The Lord can
expose individuals to the sharpest of thorns that overrun
their path of godlessness. They can experience the everincreasing pain that comes with wrong thinking, and yet
can refuse to admit that they are on the wrong road and
need to get off. Not only the people of the world, but even
God's people can suffer defeat after defeat in marriage,
child-rearing, relationships, and refuse to turn around.
People can dismiss and deny what is seriously happening
in their lives as a result of their wrongdoing or thinking.
The loss of one job after another, multiple marriages,
delinquent children, repeated calls from creditors, chronic
broken friendships do not seem to cause even a reasonable
questioning about the direction in which they are walking
and headed. No matter how clear and forceful the
evidence, and no matter how uncomfortable and rocky the
road, they can continue to say and believe that they are on
the right path!
President Harry S. Truman reflected the difficulty of trying
to persuade people to do what is right when he said, "I sit
here all day trying to persuade people to do the things they
ought to have sense enough to do without my persuading
them . . . that's all the powers of the President amounts to."
Lee Iacocca, past President of Chrysler, relates his personal
frustration of trying to get people to change. In "Talking
Straight," Iacocca identifies the cause for such human
stubbornness.
By the time people get to a company, they're pretty well
molded. Time and again, I've tried to change people
who are over twenty-one, and I don't think I've
succeeded with a single one. Over the years, I've been
stuck with people who had some rotten work habits,
and so I thought I'd pump some energy into them.
Although I'm a pretty good salesman and can often be
very persuasive, they wouldn't budge. Not one inch.
Why? Their parents and their grade school teachers got
to them before I did. 30
The book of Proverbs says it this way: "He that, being
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy." There are many
examples of stubbornness and spiritual blind scattered
across the pages of Scripture! Ahab is one of the many!

More About
Aristotle About Magnifying Wrong
Aristotle wrote three books on public
speaking called “The Rhetoric.”
Much of the rhetorical theory came
from observation over time.
Aristotle would spend a great deal of
time in the law courts and listen to
arguments of the participants.
The Rhetoric is an interesting
compilation of principles about
public speaking. In one section of
The Rhetoric Aristotle discusses the
magnifying of wrongdoing.
What makes wrong an even greater
wrong?
Aristotle stated that a wrong, a crime,
an offense is greater when: . . . .
• the doer was the only person who
ever did it
• the injury was incurable
• the doer was the first to do it
• the injured have no legal redress
• no penalty that matches the crime
really exists
• the doer was one of a few who have
done it
• the same man does wrong over and
over in the same way
• the public has been forced to seek
and discover ways to
• stop such wrongs
• the public has purposefully
established penalties for the crime
• it was premeditated
• it has caused the injured to inflict
heavy pain on himself it has violated
a number of promises, pledges, or
oaths
• it was committed in the very place
that they punish
• crimes, (i.e. perjury in a court of
law)
• it was done against one’s
benefactor, a person who did him or
her good
Ahab’s apostasy also fits many of
these Aristotelian categories. 31
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After three and one-half years of drought, Elĳah was
personally facing Ahab. Elĳah's experience on Mt.
Carmel is one of the Bible's great accounts of a prophet's
confrontation of a world's sovereign. This account stands
in the grand company of those distinguished
confrontations of Bible history.
God has never lacked strong leaders who would and
could face down the world's most audacious kings. The
scriptural examples include Moses against Pharaoh,
David against Goliath, and Shadrack, Meshach, and
Abednego against King Nebuchadnezzar.
Elĳah was not only challenging Israel's entire apostate
religious infrastructure, but he was challenging Ahab, the
powerful potentate that could and should have turned
Israel around.
Lord Acton, the English historian, has well stated,
"Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely." Ahab was in absolute power over Israel, and
he was absolutely corrupt. Add to that the fact that Ahab
had at least one strong supporter that buoyed him up in
all of his wrongdoing, Jezebel. Ahab's position of power
as king over Israel, his stubborn and profane heart, and a
wife who was more wicked than he, all combined to
form an implacable mixture that continually corrupted
the northern kingdom. Ahab and Jezebel became one of
the most ludicrous examples of stubbornness. To grasp
Ahab's stubbornness, we need to put together the
following facts which magnify Ahab's sin.

More About
More About Ahab
• Jeroboam was the first king of the
Northern Kingdom.
• “And the days which Jeroboam
reigned were two and twenty years: and
he slept with his fathers, and Nadab his
son reigned in his stead.” - I Kings 14:20
• “And Nadab the son of Jeroboam
began to reign over Israel in the second
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned
over Israel two years. And he did evil in
the sight of the LORD, and walked in the
way of his father, and in his sin
wherewith he made Israel to sin.” – I
Kings 15:26-27
• All the kings of the Northern kingdom
were bad-to-very evil.
• Omri was the father of Ahab. “But
Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the
LORD, and did worse than all that were
before him.” – I Kings 16:25
• Ahab: “And Ahab the son of Omri did
evil in the sight of the LORD above all
that were before him.” – I Kings 16:30
• “But there was none like unto Ahab,
which did sell himself to work
wickedness in the sight of the LORD,
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And
he did very abominably in following
idols, according to all things as did the
Amorites, whom the LORD cast out
before the children of Israel.” – I Kings
21:25 - 26

First, Elĳah personally announced to Ahab the three and
one-half year drought (I Kings 17:1). It was not that
Ahab could not connect the drought and famine with the
present apostasy of God's people under his reign. Ahab
could not have misunderstood what Elĳah predicted.
Ahab knew where the drought came from and why God
was judging. In fact, he understood it so very well that he
would have killed Elĳah if he could have found him (I
Kings 18:8-12). When Elĳah finally confronted Ahab,
shortly before the contest on Mt. Carmel, Ahab again
revealed that he recognized Elĳah's role in the drought
and therefore called Elĳah the troubler of Israel who
brought the nation to its knees. Ahab rightly understood
that the drought was due to the word of the Lord through
Elĳah, who forecast the devastating drought.
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Second, Ahab was not an atheist or an agnostic. Ahab
was not a Gentile who did not understand who
Jehovah was. Ahab would not have said, "I am
uncertain whether there is a God." Although
nationally, Israel was presently apostate, Ahab was not
raised as a pagan gentile who knew nothing about the
God of Israel. Ahab was committing national treason
in the highest position over God’s people!
Elĳah could point to the sin of following Baal because
Ahab knew that Jehovah was the only God of Israel.
No matter what the extent of Israel's spiritual adultery,
God was still able to arouse the conscience of Ahab
and His people through the prophets, such as Elĳah.
Ahab, the king over Israel, understood that Jehovah,
the God of Israel, was judging the nation according to
the prophecy of Elĳah because of Baal worship.

Side-bar
Treason
“In law, treason is criminal disloyalty, typically to the state. It is a crime that covers
some of the more extreme acts against
one's nation or sovereign. This usually includes things such as participating in a war
against one's native country, attempting to
overthrow its government, spying on its
military, its diplomats, or its secret services
for a hostile and foreign power, or attempting to kill its head of state. A person who
commits treason is known in law as a
traitor.”
In the United States, no crime is greater
than treason. The reason is that it threatens
the very existence of our nation.
It is the one offense defined in the U.S.
Constitution (Article II, Section 3).

Perhaps the most unusual detail that reveals the
stubbornness of Ahab's heart is the fact that there was
a godly prophet in the court of Ahab. I Kings 18:3-4
identifies Obadiah as the governor of Ahab's house.
Even though Jezebel had many prophets slain,
Obadiah was able to save many prophets alive by his
power and position in the kingdom. Establishing the
role of Obadiah in Ahab's house is difficult. Was he
able to curb the ungodliness of Ahab and Jezebel by
his godly influence? How was he able to prosper in
such an ungodly environment? Why wasn't he killed
with the other prophets whom the queen killed?
Whatever the nature of Obadiah's role in the palace,
we know that personally, he was a godly prophet. The
scriptures state, "Now Obadiah feared the Lord
greatly" (18:3). He risked his own life in delivering a
hundred prophets from the murderous hand of Jezebel
(18:4).

"Treason against the United States, shall
consist only in levying war against them,
or in adhering to their enemies, giving
them aid and comfort."

Despite the personal presence of such a prophet of
God, Ahab was still stubbornly committed to an
ungodly and apostate path. The Lord graced Ahab and
Jezebel in having a God-fearing governor over their
house, yet they would not see the need for and call for
a national repentance midst a devastating famine.

If one engages in an act that intentionally
strengthens the enemy or weakens the
United States government's power to attack
or resist, one is guilty of treason.
Aliens living in America can be charged
with treason because they owe their
allegiance to the country while they stay
here.

Add to this, Ahab would not budge even after having
already experienced three and one-half years of
drought. It may not be surprising that Ahab was
unmoved in the early days of the drought and

Because of the serious nature of the charge
of treason, "No person shall be convicted
of treason unless on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on
confession in open court."
The basic element of treason involves
"intent." There must be an intent to give
aid and comfort to the enemy.
Statements made on a radio broadcast may
be grounds for treason if there was an
effort to undermine the morale of American
citizens or troops.
Aid and comfort includes such acts as
providing arms, troops, information,
shelter, transportation, or the means of
transportation.

To merely favor the enemy is not sufficient
to establish a charge of treason.
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increasing famine. We might expect an early
stubbornness by such an obstinate king. However,
how could this king be obstinate after months, after a
year, and after three-plus years of drought and crisis?
Facing wretched conditions, which must have marked
the landscape of the nation Israel, Ahab was still
immovable and stubborn. Ahab was on the verge of
losing all of his own animals. He was left with only
the hope of saving a few horses and mules (I Kings
18:5). Yet he was still stubbornly resisting the
message and judgment of God. The recorded
reactions and words of Ahab show absolutely no fear
of God. He did not even engage in minor or
superficial acts of repentance, trying to placate
Jehovah. He did not even acknowledge Jehovah as
one of many gods whom they must appease. He
would not acknowledge in any meaningful way that it
was his sinfulness, and the apostasy of his nation,
which brought all this upon them.
Then Ahab had the nerve to arrogantly attack Elĳah
and called him the troubler of Israel. What a revision
of history that was! It was Ahab who would not
respond to the truth while he transferred the blame to
Elĳah. While Ahab contemptuous charged Elĳah with
being the cause for the trouble that was upon all of
Israel, the only bona fide troubler of Israel was Ahab.
It was the leader over all of Israel, who directed God's
people away from worshiping the Lord. Ahab was
guilty of falsely charging Elĳah as the one responsible
for all the pain and suffering that Israel was
experiencing.
Elĳah would not be intimidated by Ahab's words.
Elĳah forcefully rebuked Ahab. Elĳah charged him as
a saboteur by the apostasy of the nation. It was Ahab
and his fathers that brought these days of judgement
to pass! Elĳah, and Jehovah's drought, bore witness to
his the heinous crime of national treason!
Can you see Elĳah courageously pointing his boney
finger (prophets always seem to have boney fingers)
in Ahab's face and saying, "I have not troubled Israel;
but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have
forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou
hast followed Baalim (18:18)? That was God's
assessment! It is never those who walk righteously -who follow God's commandments, who worship the
true God, -- who are the cause for judgement.

More About
More About Chamberlain's
Stubbornness
The actions of Neville Chamberlain, Prime
Minister of England during the early days
leading up to WWII, historically illustrates
a stubbornness that inevitably lead to his
resignation from one of the paramount
position in England.
Chamberlain refused to face the facts
concerning Hilter’s intentions! Though
constantly warned by Sir Winston
Churchill, Chamberlain repeatedly denied
the reality.
There was no political discernment and
prudent foresight necessary by the time
Chamberlain conceded that Hitler was
aimed to take over the world and turned
over the government to Sir Winston
Churchill.
Chamberlain stubbornness was only
undermined after Hitler had invaded
Czechoslovakia, signed two non-aggression
pacts with two other dictators (Italy’s
Mussolini, and Stalin of the Soviet Union),
invaded Poland, Belgium, and finally
France. Because Chamberlain stubbornly
refused to face what Hitler was certainly
seeking in his world wide quest, believing
that there would be “Peace with honor. . .
Peace in our time,” he was finally forced to
resign.
Chamberlain’s name and administration to
this day are associated with the foolishness
of pursuing dictatorial appeasement and the
ideology of “peace at any price.”
At noon on September 3, 1939,
Chamberlain stood up to speak in the
House of Commons, which was newly
decorated in curtains of black, and
admitted that his attempts over years to
appease Adolf Hitler had failed. In
Chamberlain’s resignation speech he stated,
“This is a sad day for all of us, and to none
is it sadder than to me.
Everything that I have worked for, everything that I have believed in during my
public life has crashed into ruins. There is
only one thing left for me to do: that is to
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However, do not conclude that Ahab is an atypical
individual with an unusual or uncommon heart
condition. Nor is Ahab a member of a small minority.
The Bible records accounts of other kings, prophets,
and leaders who exhibited symptoms of the same
implacable heart condition.
Saul, king over united Israel, exhibited the same
stubborn spirit when dealing with the Amalekites.
Samuel's stinging rebuke of Saul referenced that same
stubborn spirit when he said, "For rebellion is as the
sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lord" (I Samuel 15:23). Samuel associated idolatry
with witchcraft because both open up a person to the
operations of Satan. Likewise, stubbornness is as
idolatry and witchcraft, because stubbornness springs
from the very same spirit that opens an individual up
to the working and will of Satan. Stubbornness, if
allowed to escalate and reach full-term, will
demonically destroy you and others (Proverbs 29:1).
Jonah, a prophet of God, also refused to follow the
will and ways of God. His stubbornness of heart
resulted in forcing God to bring him to the lowest
depths of human experience. It took three days inside
that great fish before Jonah would say that salvation
was of the Lord. How many people in their right mind
are so stubborn that it would take three days to get
them to turn around and admit that salvation was
God's program? Even after Jonah conceded the battle
and was spewed out on dry ground, his stubborn spirit
was still evident throughout the remainder of the
account. Many of God's people can exhibit the same
stubborn spirit. We can behave in such obstinate ways
that we force God to "run us over hill and dale." Then
we can still refuse to budge, to confess, or to repent
and demonstrate that days and years later.

devote what strength and powers I have to
forwarding the victory of the cause for
which we have to sacrifice so much.” 32
It was Chamberlain's stubbornness which
indeed resulted in sacrifice for that very
night, at midnight, Britain learned of its
first such sacrifice.
The headlines of the New York Times,
September 4, 1939 read “British Liner
Athenia Torpedoed, Sunk” 1,400
Passengers Aboard, 292 Americans; All
Except A Few Are Reported Saved.”
However, more than a few died.
In the North Atlantic, 200 hundred miles
west of Northern Scotland, steaming from
Glassglow to Liverpool to then Montreal,
Canada, the Athenia was attacked and sunk
by a torpedo from the German submarine
U-30, killing 112 passengers, including 28
Americans. 64

Churchill & Chamberlain

✔ Stubbornness has closed down many a company. At one time, IBM's market grip on the
computer world was seemingly impossible to break. Nevertheless, "Big Blue" refused to face
the obvious realities of the market. Bill Gates is presently the force to be reckoned with!
✔ Inventors have faded into obscurity because they stubbornly refused to challenge the thinking
of the day. Because of an inflexible adherence to the flawed ideas of the day, the names of
Orville and Wilbur Wright, Thomas Alva Edison, and Alexander Graham Bell are today's
historical champions.
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✔ Stubbornness has caused more
lives to be lost in times of crisis. Sea
captains have been unwilling to
admit that their ship was breaking up
and sinking. Residents believed that
their house was not subject to the
imminent danger of fire, flood, or
storm. Emergency medical
specialists have refused to admit that
their diagnosis was wrong.
Community leaders would not listen
to engineering professionals about
the structural weakness of a bridge, a
dam, or an abandoned building.
✔ Stubbornness also has accounted
for a historical resignation of one of
the great free world leaders during
WWII, Neville Chamberlain, who
refused to admit the sinister
intentions of Hitler. A man, now
known as one of the greatest leaders
of the free world, Sir Winston
Churchill, became prime minister.
✔ Stubbornness does not only infect
formidable kings of Old Testament
days, or those representing many
other fields of endeavor, but it also
infects God's people. It poisons
God's church, Christian families, and
countless ministries.

“Stubbornness” Is
As The Sin Of
Witchcraft
Because Both
Witchcraft &
Stubbornness Hold
Open The Door To
Satan’s
Work & Wiles

More About
More About Sins
Destined for a Fall
There was a people long ago
Who had great riches, wealth untold;
They built a city with a wall,
A kingdom they thought would never fall.
How they labored unceasingly
To lay up treasure increasingly;
They gave no thought to what lay beyond,
That their kingdom would someday be gone.
But one by one the stones came down;
The city was leveled to the ground,
No more fortune to be found,
No one left to wear a crown.
The mighty kingdom fell at last;
Its beauty's gone, its pleasure's past;
All was lost they sought to gain,
Their lives were wasted, their labor vain.
You can build a kingdom with a mighty wall,
But like the kingdom long ago, it is destined for a fall,
Unless Christ the Lord becomes your King
And ruler of everything.
—Perry Boardman

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry.
– I Samuel 15:23 --

He who is often rebuked, and hardens
his neck, will suddenly be destroyed,
and that without remedy.
– Proverbs 29:1 --
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✔ Stubbornness has accounted for many resignations
by pastors. Instead of being willing to listen, some
want to make a difference of opinion as a referendum
on their leadership. Some pastors find themselves
moving to a new ministry because they are as
stubborn as the people they have sought to lead.
✔ Stubbornness has resulted in many family crises.
Husbands and wives who stubbornly believe that
they are right and their spouse is wrong. They fail to
acknowledge that many issues are not right and
wrong, but good, better, and best, and theirs may not
even be the best. There are Christian parents who
have refused to admit that their child-rearing methods
have not been biblical, and yet continue to raise child
after child using the "old tried & failed family
recipes."
✔ Stubbornness has caused the demised of ministries.
Some ineffective ministries should have been
changed. Other ministries have gone down
unproductive paths that should have abandoned long
ago.
Have you witnessed that stubbornness? At times have
God's people amazed you as you witnessed them
intractably argue for an unbiblical conclusion or defend
ungodly positions, all so that they do not have to admit
that they were wrong? At times, God's people seek to
defend their own sinful behavior and are so stubborn that
they even end up employing the same arguments used by
those who do not know Christ.

“Stubbornness”
Can & Does Cause
People To Make
Some Of The Most
Ridiculous
Arguments, Which
They Would Never
Have Uttered If
They Were In
Their Right Mind.

When believers exhibit
that stubborn spirit,
they hold onto beliefs
and positions that are
so obviously wrong
and clearly untrue.
They hold on so
adamantly that the
godly are red-faced as
they hear them justify
wrong in the name of
right. They adopt and
argue for such obvious
ludicrous positions that

Side-bar
Stubbornness
One of the reasons that clients pay
so much to attorneys for their
services is stubbornness.
Even
though an attorney is advising that
the case be not pursued or continued,
the anger and bitterness of the client
may rule.
-------------------I love the concept of determination.
You “determine” where you are
going and set a path to reach it.
People who have determination are
often very goal oriented and focused.
Yet determination can often be
confused with stubbornness.
A stubborn person may also be very
focused and set very realistic goals.
Here is the difference…
Determination is the willingness and
ability to overcome obstacles and to
avoid distractions.
Stubbornness is the resolute
adherence to your own ideas or
desires
Determination involves others. It is
asking what is best in a given
situation and working with others to
achieve a common goal. I am
determined to do this whatever it
takes.
Stubbornness is self centered. It is
setting your heels in and not budging
unless you get your way. I will not
do that new task unless they change
the job description.
Determination is positive…
Stubbornness is negative…
Determination gives you the
flexibility to achieve your goal.
Stubbornness limits your ability to
take the next step to reach your goal.
Two words, Two concepts, Two very
different outcomes. 33
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even those who know not Christ are able to identify their wrongness. Their stubbornness causes
them to justify illicit relationships, unbiblical dating practices, violations of clear commandments
of God, skirting the edges in areas of honesty, etc. They justify and rationalize their behavior by
such comments as, "I prayed about it"; "They did this or that to me first"; or "Everyone does it."
Be assured that God will address such stubbornness, no matter where it exists, and will do what it
takes to humble and/or crush such obstinacy. God has at His disposal all of the resources of heaven
and earth to shake any person's world to the foundations. It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands
of the living God (Joel 2:11; Hebrews 10:31)! Jehovah will be a man most terrible for as He uses
all of His sovereign powers to break men locked in a stubborn battle against the Lord.
Of all people in this world, God's people ought to be able to
read the handwriting on the wall and hear God's warnings. It
should not take the forceful words of a great prophet, a
personal "three and half year drought," and the loss of almost
all that we have before we respond.
God deliver us from being so foolish that we tag those who
admonish us as, "the troubler, that we refuse to see that God
has called them to be His prophets to speak to truth our hearts
and minds, to challenge us to turn around before He has to take
even greater measures.

Pride & Obedience
NEVER Travel
Together.
Pride & Pain Are
Often Fellow
Travelers On The
Same Road.

If we are exhibiting such an obstinate spirit, we need to ask
ourselves,
"What will we force God to do to break our stubbornness,
to get us to see the error of our ways, and to turn us around?"
More About
More About Jezebel
• Ahab’s wife: “And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went
and served Baal, and worshipped him.” – I Kings
• Other wicked kings of Israel never took a wife of the Gentiles
• Jezebel was of the Sidonians, a nation who worshipped the god “Baal.” – “And he reared up an altar for
Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more
to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.” – I Kings
16:32 - 33
• Jezebel had the prophets of Jehovah slain – “For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the
LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread
and water.)
• After the great victory on Mt. Carmel, Jezebel had placed a price on the head of Elĳah. – “Then Jezebel
sent a messenger unto Elĳah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I take not thy life as the
life of one of them by to morrow about this time.” – I Kings 19:2
• Jezebel arranged for the death of Naboth in order to acquire his vineyard. – I Kings 21
• Jezebel is mention in Revelation 21:25
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A Visual To Help With
Who Is Connected To Whom

Northern Kingdom

Southern Kingdom

KingsoftheNorthern Kingdom-Israel
C Israel C
Ahab

KING
1 Jeroboam
2 Nadab
3 Baasha
4 Elah
5 Zimri
6 Omri
7 Ahab
8 Ahaziah
9 Jehoram (Joram)
10 Jehu
11 Jehoahaz
12 Jehoash (Joash)
13 Jerboam II
14 Zechariah
15 Shallum
16 Menaem
17 Pekahiah
18 Pekah
19 Hoshea

LENGTH
OF REIGN

YEARS
OF REIGN

C H A R A C T ER

22 years

933 - 911 B.C.

Bad

1 Kings 13-14

2 years
24 years

911 - 910 B.C.
910 - 887 B.C.

Bad
Bad

1 Kings 15:25-32
1 Kings 15:33 - 16:7

2 years

887 - 886 B.C.
886 B.C.

Bad

1 Kings 16:8-14
1 Kings 16:15-20

7 days
12 years
22 years
2 years

855 - 854 B.C.

Bad
Extra Bad
Worst of all
Bad

12 years
28 years

854 - 843 B.C.
843 - 816 B.C.

Mostly Bad
Mostly Bad

17 years

820 - 804 B.C.
806 - 790 B. C.

Bad

16 years
41 years

886 - 875 B.C.
875 - 854 B.C.

REFERENCE

1 Kings 16:21-28
1 Kings 16:29 - 22:40
2 kings 1
2 kings 3-9
2 Kings 9-10
2 kings 13:1-9
2 Kings 13:10-25

790 - 749 B.C.

Bad
Bad

6 months
1 month

748 B.C.
748 B.C.

Bad
Bad

2 Kings 15: 8-12
2 Kings 15:13-15

10 years

748 - 738 B.C.
738 - 736 B.C.

Bad

2 Kings 15:16-22
2 Kings 15:23-26

2 years
20 years
9 years

748 - 730 B.C.

Bad
Bad

730 - 721 B.C.

Bad

2 Kings 14:23-29

2 Kings 15:27-31
2 Kings 15:30
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OBADIAH
An Odd Figure In the Painting
This Obadiah is one of the obscurer figures in the Old
Testament. We never hear of him again, for there is no reason
to accept the Jewish tradition which alleges that he was
Obadiah the prophet. And yet how distinctly he stands out
from the canvas, though he is only sketched with a few bold
outlines! He is the 'governor over Ahab's house,' a kind of
mayor of the palace, and probably the second man in the
kingdom. But though thus high in that idolatrous and selfwilled court, he has bravely kept true to the ancient faith.
Neither Jezebel' flatteries nor her frowns have moved him.
But there, amid apostasy and idolatry he stands, probably all
alone in the court, a worshipper of Jehovah. His name is his
character, for it means 'servant of Jehovah.' It was not a light
thing to be a worshipper of the God of Israel in Ahab's court.
The feminine rage of the fierce Sidonian woman, whom Ahab
obeyed in most things, burned hot against the enemies of her
father's gods, and hotter, perhaps, against any one who
thwarted her imperious will. Obadiah did both, in that
audacious piece of benevolence when he sheltered the Lord's
prophets--one hundred of them--and saved them from her
cruel search. The writer of the book very rightly marks this
brave antagonism to the outburst of the queen's wrath as a
signal proof of a more than ordinary devotion to the worship
and fear of Jehovah. His firmness and his religion did not
prevent his retaining his place of honour and dignity. That
says something for Ahab, and more perhaps for Obadiah.
– Alexander Maclaren
Elĳah has an interview with Obadiah, and bids him go and say
to Ahab, “Behold. Elĳah.” It may sometimes be the nearest
way to our object to go a little round about. But it is
remarkable that Obadiah should thus be made useful to a man
so much his superior. He who never feared the face of kings
nevertheless found himself using as his helper a far more
timid individual. The Lord may put you, my dear brother, who
are so eminent, so useful, so brave, perhaps, so severe, into a
position in which the humbler and more retiring believer, who
has not half the grace, nor half the courage that you have,
may, nevertheless, become important to your mission; and
when he does this he would have you learn the lesson, and
learn it well, that the Lord has a place for all his servants, and
that he would not have us despise the least of them, but value
them, and cherish the good that is in them. The head must not
say to the foot, I have no need of thee. Those members of the
mystical body which are weakest are yet necessary to the
whole fabric. The Lord does not despise the day of small
things, neither will he have his people do so. Elĳah must not
deal harshly with Obadiah. I would that Obadiah had had
more courage: I wish that he had testified for the Lord, his
God, as openly as Elĳah did; but still every man in his own
order; to his own master every servant must stand or fall. All
lights are not moons, some are only stars; and even one star
differeth from another star in glory.
– Charles Spurgeon

Different Bible
Characters Named
Obadiah
Personal name meaning “Yahweh’s
servant.”
1. Person in charge of Ahab’s
palace. He was devoted to Yahweh
and saved Yahweh’s prophets from
Jezebel’s wrath. He was the gobetween for Elĳah and Ahab (1
Kings 18:3-16).
2. Descendant of David through
Hananiah (1 Chron. 3:21).
3. Son of Izrahiah of the tribe of
Issachar (1 Chron. 7:3).
4. Son of Azel of the tribe of
Benjamin (1 Chron. 8:38; 9:44).
5. Levite who returned to Jerusalem
with the first of the Babylonian
exiles (1 Chron. 9:16).
6. Gadite who joined David, along
with Ezer and Eliab. Obadiah was
second in command behind Ezer (1
Chron. 12:8-9).
7. Father of Ishmaiah, an officer
from the tribe of Zebulun who
served in David’s army (1 Chron.
27:19).
8. One of five officials Jehoshaphat
sent throughout the cities of Judah
to teach “the book of the law of the
Lord” (2 Chron. 17:7-9). See
Jehoshaphat .
9. Levite descended from Merari
appointed by Josiah to oversee the
repairing of the temple (2 Chron.
34:12). See Josiah .
10. Priest who returned from
Babylonian exile to Jerusalem with
Ezra (Ezra 8:9). He joined other
priests 1205 along with princes and
Levites in putting his seal upon the
covenant (Neh. 9:38) made
between the people and God (Neh.
10:5).
11. Gatekeeper and guardian of
“the ward” (KJV), “the storehouses
of the gates” (NASB) during the
leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah
(Neh. 12:25). 57
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Usefulness Rests On The Ability To Stand
“And he answered, I have not troubled Israel, but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of the Lord. . . . Now, therefore, send and gather to me
all Israel”
(I Kings 18:18-19).
American history has exceptional examples of human courage and daring, which we have
remembered over the years and even centuries. Just mention their names, and they remind us of
courage in standing against great power and/or odds:
• The signers of the United States Constitution
• Neil Armstrong - John Glenn
• Sir Winston Churchill
• Ernest Shackleton - Roald Amundsen
• David Livingston & Morgan Stanley
• Edmund Hillary
• Jim Elliot - Pete Flemming - Edward McCully
Nate Saint - Roger Youderian
• Amelia Earhart
• Patrick Henry
With many, their courage sprang from a clearly expressed
reliance on God. Listen to the words of Patrick Henry on
March 23, 1775, speaking to the Virginia Provincial
Convention. They assembled to consider Patrick Henry's call
for organizing a militia as they considered confronting the
powers of England. The resolution was faltering, and Patrick
Henry rose to speak on its behalf.
We are not weak, if we make a proper use of those
forces which the God of nature hath placed in our power.
Three millions of people armed in the holy cause of
liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess,
are invincible by any force which our enemy can send
against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles
alone. There is a just God who presides over the destines
of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our
battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is
to the vigilant, the active, the brave. . . . . What is it that
gentlemen wish? What would they have?

More About
More About Patrick Henry
At age 16 he opened his own store
in Stadley, Virginia which went
broke.
At age 18 he married his 16 year
old wife, Sarah Shelton
In 1765, after the news about the
passage of the Stamp Act had
reached the colonies, Patrick Henry
rose in the House of Burgess of
Virginia, in his first month of his
first term, at age 29
Henry: "Targuin and Caesar had
each his Brutus, Charles the First
his Cromwell, and George the
Third."
(Conservatives: "Treason!
Treason!")
Henry: ". . . and George the Third
may profit by their examples. If this
be treason, make the most of it."

Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I
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know not what course others may take, but as for me,
give me liberty, or give me death!
Biblical history has its many examples of men and women
who also stood up confidently against great odds:
• David against Goliath,
• Moses against the Pharaoh,
• Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego against another
foolish potentate, Daniel against Nebuchadnezzar,
• Esther against Haman,
• Gideon and his small band against an army,
• Stephen against the religious leaders of his day, and
• Paul against Rome.
Elĳah, facing down Ahab, is another exemplary entry in
this hall of fame of courageous leaders.
Ahab was king over Israel, but he was not in command on
Mt. Carmel. Officially, Ahab was the potentate, but as he
faced Elĳah, he was not in the one in power. Instead, the
prophet was unmistakably in charge. Elĳah was ordering
the events on Mt. Carmel. Elĳah was in total control and
command of the showdown. Ahab, the nation's leader, was
taking the orders, and Elĳah, the prophet previously in
hiding, was the uninterrupted commander setting the
agenda.
When God sends His servant, no matter what that servant's
social position or earthly level of authority, God puts His
representative in charge. Elĳah challenged all the kingly
powers of Ahab. He withstood the intense hatred of Queen
Jezebel. He confronted the host of apostate prophets.
Against all these forces, Elĳah audaciously called the
shots.
However, only one side of a battle is confronting the
varied powers of official opposition. Another side is,
engaging in battle with little to no help from God's people.
The indecisive people of God gave him no encouragement.
Add to the sorrowful condition of the people of Israel, the
850 godly prophets who did not bow their knees to Baal,
were also not present on Mt. Carmel. God never called
them to stand with Elĳah. Elĳah was on his own as he
faced down all the powers of a wayward nation. Yet,
despite all this, Elĳah was confidently in command.

Yes, We Must Fight
If We Would Win
“Am I A Soldier Of The Cross”
Am I a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own His cause,
Or blush to speak His Name?
Must I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
While others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas?
Are there no foes for me to face?
Must I not stem the flood?
Is this vile world a friend to grace,
To help me on to God?
Sure I must fight if I would reign;
Increase my courage, Lord.
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy Word.
“Isaac Watts, who wrote this hymn, was
the father of hymn-writing in the
English language. He was born in
England. His father was not a member
of the state church, and was twice
thrown into jail for opposing it, so that
when he was a baby his mother often
carried him in her arms to visit his
father in prison.
He became a minister in London. He
was a little man, only about five feet
tall. His health was very poor all his
life, but his church took loving care of
him, for he was greatly liked.
Early in life he became wearied with
the versified Psalms which the churches
used and set out to compose hymns of
his own. This was a new departure and
met with persistent opposition, but his
hymns soon became widely popular in
nearly all the churches.
This hymn was written by Dr. Watts in
1709, to follow a sermon on 1 Cor.
16:13, Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong.” 58
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As Elĳah faced the powers of his world, he was
in command of his emotions.
When unjustly charged by Ahab as the troubler of
Israel, Elĳah remained unshaken. The proof is
found in the fact that Elĳah was not defensive, but
he took the offensive. If Elĳah had been
defensive, he might have specifically and verbally
called up his God-ordained position as God's
prophet to the nation of Israel. Or he might have
the stirred Ahab's memory as to his place in God's
judgement of drought and famine.
Elĳah was in command of his emotions. He did
not let his heart over-rule or short circuit what he
knew.
God created
plans is for our
God’s Principle
to rule our
Mind, Heart, Feet mind
heart, which
then directs our
The heart informs the heart,
will or feet.
which directs the feet.
That principle
“But God be thanked, that ye
is seen in As
were the servants of sin, but ye
Romans 6:17.
have obeyed [feet] from the
heart [heart] that form of
Paul lays it out
doctrine [head] which was
upside down,
delivered you.
and begins with
obedience – the
– Romans 6:17
feet, but then
goes on to lay
out where that obedience came from. the heart,
and that heart’s response was informed by what
was known – “that form of doctrine.”

More About
More About Courage
Nathanel Hale: "I only regret that I have but
one life to lose for my country."
Ben Gurion: Courage is a special kind of
knowledge: the knowledge of how to fear what
ought to be feared and how not to fear what
ought not to be feared,"
Theodore Roosevelt: "Far better it is to dare
mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even
though checkered by failure, than to rank with
those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor
suffer much, because they live in the gray
twilight that knows not victory or defeat."
Abraham Lincoln: To sin by silence when
they should protest makes cowards out of
men."
General George Patton: "Now if you are
going to win any battle you have to do one
thing. You have to make the mind run the body.
Never let the body tell the mind what to do."
Andrew Jackson: "One man with courage
makes a majority."
Franklin D. Roosevelt: "Let me assert my
firm belief that the only thing we have to fear
is fear itself."
George Washington: "Few men have virtue to
withstand the highest bidder."

Even though the drama was filled with all levels
of emotion, Elĳah never let the drama over-ride
what he knew! Elĳah did not explain, remind,
excuse, or stammer. Rather, Elĳah was "in Ahab's
face." He goes on the offensive and boldly
declares to Ahab face his guilt, and the guilt of his
father's house. Elĳah charged Ahab with being the
true heir to the title "troubler of Israel." Elĳah
embedded the barb as he pointed to Ahab and his
fathers as the cause for the havoc which has
accompanied God's judgement. Elĳah then
proceeded to supply the incriminating proof as he
states, "In that ye have forsaken the
commandments of the Lord, and thou hast
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followed Baalim." It was a dauntless engagement! There
was no sense of panic or fright, but Elĳah issued a clear,
forcefully, and direct challenge. Ahab would think a
second time before he reissued such a false charge against
Elĳah.
Elĳah was equally in psychological command.
Imagine singularly facing the king as well as the
entrenched religious system that permeated Israel. The
psychological pressure that comes with being alone at
times can be overwhelming. Even standing alone in very
restricted settings, such as in work, at school, or in a
family, can seemingly require all of our courage and
strength. Include the additional psychology force that
comes from the visible trappings of the king and his
entourage. Add to this the presence of 800 false prophets,
with all their religious attire, pomp, and ceremony. Then
append to all those factors, the impact of not having one
godly person show up who could stand alongside Elĳah.
Despite all the circumstances which must have cranked
up the volume of intimidation to painful levels, Elĳah was
able to stand strong psychologically. In spite of the
shouting message of intimidation, Elĳah established the
rules of engagement.
Elĳah was also in
control of his
If Fear Causes You
thinking.
To Retreat From
reveals his mental
Doing God’s Will In He
control by the
Life & Living, You
statement of a clear
plan, as well as the
May Well Be
apparent wisdom of
Disobedient When
his stated strategy.
Facing Many Of
Neither the intensity of
the confrontation nor
Life’s Major Turns
the intimidation of
& Twists.
powers and people
threw Elĳah mentally
off-balance. He immediately set up the rules of the
contest. The rules that Elĳah established reflect that he
clearly understood the issues which were at stake. Elĳah's
words reveal that he had thought out the necessary
structure that the confrontation between Jehovah and the
Baal must assume. Since Baal was the God of fire and
storm, and the bull was the animal image of Baal, the
contest must involve the sacrifice of a bullock and the
calling down of fire.

More About
More About Fighting
In the August 1943 edition of National
Geographic, an extensive articles was
published titled "Fit To Fight
Anywhere." The twenty-three page
article is replete with examples of how
the military prepares men and tests
equipment for WWII warfare
conditions. The article states, "a few
normal, healthy men who volunteer to
serve as guinea pigs are intensively
"processed" and observed in fatigue and
climatic laboratories."
Volunteers run on treadmills in humid
jungle air environments where
temperatures reach 100 Fahrenheit.
Other volunteers are subjected to
sleeping in large freezers.
The article states that a dog has been
running for 17 hours, resting five
minutes every half-hour. The dog has
run on a slanted treadmill a distance
that is equal to eighty-two horizontal
miles and climbed over 14 miles
straight up which is equal to two and
one-half the height of Mount Everest.
The purpose of it all?
It is to provide men with the equipment
needed to Fit Anywhere in the world.
The American military establishment
realizes that men can lost battles if they
are not prepared and equipped to fight
under some of the most stressful
conditions.
We as Christians are called upon to
run the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus (Hebrews 12:1-2).
The Lord Himself has volunteered to
fight the greatest battles of death and
hell and Jesus knows what equipment
we need to come out victorious.
The spiritual equipment has been
tested and provided.
Yet, we must have the will to fight the
good fight.”
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The challenge could have revolved around the present drought. Elĳah could have mistakenly
challenged the false prophets to a contest that ended the rainlessness. The ending of the present three
and a half year drought would have been welcomed and seemingly could have been used to confirm
who was the God of this world. Even though we might think that it might have been the basis for a
meaningful challenge, Elĳah did not even mention the drought. Elĳah would not call for a
confrontation that involved calling on one's gods to open up of the windows of heaven, but rightly
assumed that the prophets would agree to the contest if it involved bullocks and a trial by fire. If, in
the eyes of Elĳah's religious opponents, the drought was even privately and/or reluctantly believed to
due to the God of Elĳah, then a "cloudburst challenge" would have only deterred the false prophets
and the king from accepting it.
Elĳah understood that the issue was not the drought. The drought was only a symptom of the
problem, not the problem. The real issue at stake was "Who is God?" and "Who will the people of
God serve?" Elĳah would not let the drought become the center of focus. The Lord would naturally
resolve the drought when they faced the nation's idolatrous cancer.
Interestingly, shortly after Jehovah ignited Elĳah's sacrifice, the drought ceased, and Elĳah
announced a cloudburst to Ahab (I Kings 18:41). God's prophet understood that the nation must be
forced to face and answer the fundamental question, "Who is the only legitimate God!" The strategy
and the test were not to determine "To who does God listen?" or "Who are the real prophets of God?"
but "Who is the God of this world?," Baal or Jehovah.
When we are able to stand, when we can stand alone, when
we are in control of our emotions, our spirit, our hearts, and
Being Willing To Be
our minds, then God can use us to the fullest. In contrast,
Alone And/Or
when we panic, when all the surrounding intimidating
Take The First Step
noises overwhelm us when we are frightened, we will
Not Only Marks Leaders,
never find ourselves fully used in the hand of God (Joshua
But Motivates Followers
1:6,7,9; II Timothy 1:7-8). The reception of God's voice is
Who
Are Then Willing To
clearest when a sound mind and a calm heart possess us.
Take The Second Step.
Emotionally charged situations have the potential of shortcircuiting good decisions and creating all kinds of auditory
static. When we face strong and stubborn resistance to our
message, or when we experience intimidating confrontational situations, we will be more likely to do
the will of God when fear is not controlling our thinking. There is a proportional relationship
between courageously staying on the path of righteousness and being controlled by fear.
Courage does not mean that we never feel the emotion called fear, but it does mean that we do not let
the emotions of fear control. Courage means that we are able to fight those feelings of fright to the
point that we can still carry-out God's orders. Courage makes us and keeps us effective in God's
work. We will not make it very well as believers, living in this fallen world, if we cannot stand alone
and handle the emotional, psychological, and mental battles that accompany all kinds of opposition
and confrontation.
At times, part of the battle in standing for God involves standing alone. We must handle the emotions
of fear and loneliness that come with a lack of support from God's people. Listen to the words of
Elĳah as he described God's people. And Elĳah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye
between two opinions? . . . And the people answered him not a word." There were no cheers or
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amens. God's prophet verbally challenged God's people, and the response was silence! Finally, when
Elĳah laid down the strategy of the coming contest, they spoke. They did speak, but they did not say
much. "And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken" (I Kings 18:21, 24). Saying that
Elĳah's proposal was "a good idea" only confirmed the acceptance of the plan, not the endorsement
of Jehovah or His prophet.
What a sad situation they painted on Mt. Carmel. Hundreds of God's people, who could not decide
who was God, who could not give any support to the great prophet of God, and who could only and
ultimately say -- "The contest sounds like a good idea." At best, they maintained a neutral position.
That would have deeply discouraged me -- but not Elĳah!
Not one supporter spoke up, stepped up, or sided with Elĳah. For all practical purposes, though they
verbally supported Elĳah's proposal, they were silent in their position. It has been well said, "Silence
is golden, but sometimes it is yellow." Their "silence" was deep yellow, and yet Elĳah was so
gracious! Elĳah framed his challenge using the word "us" (I Kings 18:23) as if the people of God
stood with him and him with them. The truth was that Elĳah was still willing to identify with the
people of God, even in their shameful neutrality.
God had not directed one other individual who would stand or encourage him. Elĳah had no
prophet's association, no prophetic advocate, and theological-aid service available. "Solo fights"
make any battle harder. "Aloneness" becomes another battle that Elĳah would have to wage!
When a defendant is facing civil or criminal charges, one of the values of hiring an attorney is having
an advocate who will stand alongside him. Walking into a courtroom or into the legal world can be
extremely intimidating. Having a lawyer stand at one's side should and does calm the emotions. Just
one individual, who knows the situation and understands what is happening, dissipates fears. The
assistance of a legal advocate also means that there is at least someone who will stand for one's
innocence. That will also calm the anxieties that come with "Mt. Carmel battles." Elĳah had no such
calming support, and that potentially creates secondary battles.
Often, we will not only face external battles, but we may also encounter internal battles that we must
be willing to fight. When standing and fighting for God's honor, the silence of God's people may be
another battle that we ought to anticipate. At times, we will solicit others to speak up and stand with
us. We will expect that others will stand for what is right for
what is right. However, too often, that help will not come.
Being Alone With Only
Those internal battles will include fighting disillusionment,
The Faith & Hope That
discouragement, loneliness, rejection, denial, and
abandonment. We not only fight the enemy, but a far more
God Will Show Up
difficult fight may be ours. We may find ourselves fighting our
Alongside Of You
own feelings and emotions that are screaming, emotions that
Before Your Faith
are saying, "What is the use!"
Waivers, Is Where The
Karl Von Clausewitz fought against Napoleon in both the
Russian and Prussian armies. Clausewitz, famous for his
writing, "On War," written in 1833 and translated into English
in 1873, stated that there are two basic elements in waging war,
resources, and will. The equation is: Resources + Will=
Success. When either element equals zero, Clausewitz argues
that that the war is lost. If the opponent lacks the will, but has

Battle Lies.

Lord ,I Believe,
Help My Unbelief.
– Mark 9:24 –
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the resources, he will not use what he has available to win the
fight. If the enemy has the will, but absolutely no resources, he
will concede the battle and may wait for another day to wage a
different fight. Clausewitz stated . . . .
If we want to overthrow our opponent, we must proportion
our effort to this power of resistance. This power is expressed
as a product of two inseparable factors: the extent of the
means at his disposal and the strength of his will.” 34.
Clausewitz believes that a weakness in one of these two areas,
resources and will, can be bolstered by a greater strength in the
other. If an opponent lack all the necessary resources, his will can
compensate for some of the shortage. If an opponent does not
have a weak will, great resources can overcome that deficiency.
Nevertheless, Clausewitz believes that the opponent must have
some available means and some desire to defend his position.
Neither factor can be zero if an opponent is going to have a
realistic hope of victory.
The Christian battle also possesses these two elements, resources,
and will. The Christian can either fail to acknowledge the wealth
of resources available or grasp the resources that God has made
available while lacking the will to fight. The Lord has revealed to
us the depth of the resources that are at our disposal for fighting
spiritual battles (Ephesians 6:10-18). God is able to enlist the
infinite resources of heaven and earth on our behalf. No righteous
battle for the Lord will be lost because of a shortage of resources.

More About
More About Clausewitz
Karl von Clausewitz, Born 1780,
Died 1831 Prussian general and
writer on military strategy. At the
age of 38 he was appointed
director of the Prussian war
college.
His masterpiece, On War,
expounded the doctrines of “total
war.”
Published after his death, it has
had a major impact on military
strategy all the way through the
Gulf War.
“Karl Von Clausewitz is the first
great figure in what be called
modern strategy, just as Adam
Smith is the first great figure in
modern economics.”
“Clausewitz who was certainly the
most profound as well as
systematic thinker on war comes
alive today. . . because of his
wisdom.” 35

When Jesus faced Pilate's claim that His life was in this earthly potentate's hands, Jesus said,
"Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above" (John
19:11).
As the Lord said to Peter, "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels" (Matthew 26:53).
Our loss can also come from a lack of spirit or will to fight the battles that God has given us. The
believer must have some desire to fight. However, the pressure of standing alone will eat away at our
will to battle. If you are not prepared for that internal battle of the will, you may give up the external
battle shortly after the opening hours of the war. The Lord has also sought to bolster our will by
giving us heavenly vantages about both the value and the outcome of the battle. Our Lord calls upon
us to fight the good fight of faith, because His glory and name are at stake (I Corinthians 10:31). He
asks us to run the race because we are assured certain victory (I Corinthians 15:58).
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Some Other Commentary
18:16-17 The two foes met, and Ahab
immediately cast the blame for Israel’s
woes on Elĳah. According to Ahab, the
prophet was ruining Israel (18:17)
because he had proclaimed there would
be no rain except at his command (see
17:1). In truth, Elĳah had spoken on
behalf of God. But, Ahab took out his
fury on the prophet who represented him.
The wicked king wouldn’t accept
responsibility for his nation’s suffering.

King Ahab had integrated idolatry into a
system that was supposed to be run on
God’s agenda because the Israelites were
his people. Israel was suffering because
of failed leadership. But, Elĳah
represented another kingdom orientation.
He was not tied to the royal family or any
political party. He could speak truth to
earthly power without being co-opted or
compromised. Elĳah was an independent
who was committed to the truth and
didn’t care who was in power. He
represented an entirely different
kingdom with a different agenda.

It was a day to be remembered, when
the multitudes of Israel were assembled at
the foot of Carmel and when the solitary
prophet of the Lord came forth to defy the
four hundred and fifty priests of the false
god. We might look upon that scene with
the eye of historical curiosity, and we
should find it rich with interest. Instead of
doing so, however, we shall look upon it
with the eye of attentive consideration,
and see whether we cannot improve by its
teachings. We have upon that hill of
Carmel, and along the plain, three kinds
of persons. We have first the devoted
servant of Jehovah, a solitary prophet; we
have, on the other hand, the decided
servants of the evil one, the four hundred
and fifty prophets of Baal; but the vast
mass of that day belonged to a third
class—they were those who had not
fully determined whether fully to
worship Jehovah, the God of their
fathers, or Baal, the god of Jezebel. On
the one hand, their ancient traditions led
them to fear Jehovah, and on the other
hand, their interest at court led them to
bow before Baal. Many of them therefore,
were secret and half-hearted followers of
Jehovah, while they were the public
worshipers of Baal. The whole of them at
this juncture were halting between two
opinions. Elĳah does not address his
sermon to the priests of Baal; he will have
something to say to them by-and-by, he
will preach them horrible sermons in
deeds of blood. Nor has he aught to say to
those who are the thorough servants of
Jehovah, for they are not there; but his
discourse is alone directed to those who
are halting between two opinions.

– Tony Evans –

– Charles Haddon Spurgeon –

18:18-19 But, Elĳah was no shy prophet.
He boldly spoke the truth. It was Ahab
and his father’s family who were ruining
Israel because they had abandoned God’s
commands and followed the Baals
(18:18). Then, Elĳah issued a challenge:
Summon all Israel to meet me at Mount
Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of
Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah
(18:19). These numbers indicate the
extent to which Jezebel had plunged
Israel into gross idolatry. It was time for
a faceoff.
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The God of This World Must Be A God Who Is
Able To
Over-Rule The Laws of This World
“the God who answereth by fire, let him be God”
(I Kings 18:24)
There were scientists, who for more than forty years,
believed in the existence of the evolutionary "Piltdown
man." Charles Dawson was the credited individual for the
discovery of "The Piltdown man." However, his discovery
was later revealed to be all a hoax. In 1912, Dawson, a
fossil hunter, claimed to have discovered the first
fragments of this amazing evolutionary discovery and
link. Dawson brought the fragments to the British
Museum. As interest developed, more and more
fragments were produced. They called the find
"Eoanthropus Dawsoni" - Dawson's Dawn Man.
However . . . .
• The jaw had come from a modern ape.
• It was stained with iron salt and bichromate.
• An oil paint had been used to stain the chewing
surfaces.
This was perhaps one of the greatest forgeries and hoaxes
perpetrated on the scientific community in modern
history. Maybe a better name for the "discovery" would
have been, "Swindlethropus Dawsoni" - Dawson's
Swindle.
Men believe all kinds of things about life and living,
which may or may not be true. True and false are based
on how close beliefs reflect the real world.
In the early 1900s, some people stated that they had
proved and mathematically demonstrated that heavierthan-air flight was impossible. Notwithstanding, the
Wright brothers proved otherwise.
How many people have been killed or unnecessarily
terrified by warnings which were . . . .
• true but not believed
• false but believed to be true

More About
More About Belief
The newspaper headline of December
17, 1903 read:
Wrights Fly “Heavier-Than-Air”
Plane
Dec. 17, 1903 — A claim by Orville
and Wilbur Wright, self-taught
inventors from Dayton, Ohio, that
they have achieved heavier-than-air
flight in an aircraft built by
themselves, is being received with
skepticism.
Earlier this year, Simon Newcomb, a
highly respected American scientist,
published a proof that powered flight
was impossible, and seven years ago,
Otto Lilienthal, the celebrated German
aeronautical engineer, died in a crash
of his air-plane.
Nonetheless, the Wrights say they
made four flights today on the beach
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the
longest lasting almost a minute and
covering 850 feet. Five other persons
witnessed the flight.
Even though the Wright brothers had
indeed experienced success in air
flight, the newspapers reported the
truth with skepticism and unbelief.
Science had already proved that such
experiments were futile and that the
ability to fly like birds through the air
was an impossible quest. However,
what people thought to be a dream
was all true!
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• not true at all
• believed to be false but true
Great Chicago Fire: There have been families who
did not and/or would not believe the perilous
warnings of an oncoming hurricane, flood, or fire,
but that did not stop the death and devastation that
followed.
Johnstown Flood: There have been individuals who
believed that it was safe to "shelter in place" only to
realize that they should have fled for their lives.
Tacoma Narrows Bridge: There have been professionals who were confident that their
engineering validated their confidence in the strength of a structure, bridge, or construction, but
were sorely mistaken.
At times the human mind does not want to believe reality! However, the fervency and sincerity of
one's beliefs do not change reality one iota. What men believe about the existence of God does not
determine whether He exists. God has a will for the lives of all men, and the course of human
history, whether or not men acknowledge that fact. If men will not or cannot fathom the glorious
nature of His supernatural attributes, that does not change God's existence or Who God is! Men's
beliefs do not change the fact that God has entered history in the person of Jesus Christ, that He is
the sovereign God of this world, and/or that will close out all of human history as we know it.
Those who worshiped Baal during Elĳah's day had invented a false god. He was the construct of
the imaginations of ungodly men. Baal was christened as the chief God of the Canaanite pantheon,
and he was a storm-god.
It was the God Baal whose name the lost pagan world had attached to such towns as "Baalzephon" (Exodus 14:2), Baal-hazor (II Samuel 13:23), Baal-peor (Number 25:1-9; Psalm
106:28), and Baal-hermon (Judges 3:3).
Baal was associated with the reddish colored bull and that animal's fiery nature. In Baal
worship, Baal's father was the God Dagon (Judges 16:23, I Samuel 5:2-7).
Even during New Testament days, Baal was identified with the demonic world, as seen by the
assigned name given to Satan -- "Baal-zebub," "Lord of the Flies" (cp. II Kings 1:2,6; Mark
3:22). In Old Testament days, Baal-zebub was the God of Ekron, the sister cities of Ashdod and
Askelon, which both worshiped the pagan God Baal.
As we read or hear about such pagan worship, we may laugh at the foolishness of it all. How
could men believe in such false gods who were created out of the vivid fantasies of men?
However, modern men have created their own gods, which are just as and even more foolish in
light of God's clear and magnified revelation of Himself. In our generation, society may not
worship images of stone or wood, but every generation or culture has its own false mental images
that twist and redefine God. Men are free to believe what they will about the attributes and
character of God, but such beliefs do not determine Who the God of this world is.
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What comes to your mind when you hear the words "God"
or "Jesus?" The answer to such a question may reveal more
about ourselves than about Who God, or Jesus is, in fact.
Man's images of God, whether one is a believer or not, are
self-commentaries. Today, as with both Elĳah and the
worshipers of Baal, men revealed their secret theology,
which is true or false to the degree to which that it is in line
with reality -- with God's revelation of Himself.
Have you heard celebrities or national personalities
express, whether it be in the media or on a talk show, what
they believe about the existence or the nature of God?
"I think of God as . . . . "
"I don't think God would . . . . "
"I think of the man up in the sky . . . ."
"This is what I believe, right or wrong. . . . "
Too often, those who express their personal -- and often
warped beliefs -- are unchallenged and erroneously allowed
to think that their beliefs have validity. It is their belief -and we are American -- and can think and believe what we
want -- and my opinions are as good as anyone's else's
opinion -- and who are you to say that another's belief is
invalid?

More About
More About Robert G.Ingersoll
“Rarely will a high school student of
today encounter the name Rob4r G.
Ingersoll. Those college
undergraduates who take course on
speech may occasionally see his
name. Most college history students
(unless they take an advanced course
on nineteenth-century America) will
not. Yet during the later part of his
lifetime Robert G. Ingersoll (18331899), was perhaps the single best
known and most listened to American
from 1880 to his death in 1899.
Ingersoll probably spoke to more
Americans in person (there was no
radio, television, or film) than anyone
before or since.. He had daily
audiences of as many as three
thousand people a night while he was
on tour – several months a year for
many years.” – “Robert G. Ingersoll
by Frank Smith, pg. 7

The point that we must make when people express their
personal and secret "theology" is that such views are right
or wrong based on how closely they parallel reality -- God's
own revelation of Himself.
Robert G. Ingersoll was one of the great atheists of the past
century who attracted enormous crowds who were invited
to hear his blasphemy. Roger Greeley, Ingersoll's
biographer, stated, after a speech given by Ingersoll on
October 20, 1876 . . . .
The Chicago Tribune devoted its entire “Page One” to
reporting this event. Boys were literally hanging from
the rafters! Fifty thousand persons heard this orator!"
Ingersoll stated his life's creed as follows: "I have a
creed for this the only world of which I know anything:
1. Happiness is the only good.
2. The way to be happy is to make others so.
3. The place to be happy is here.
4. The time to be happy is now."

“About the Holy Bible” – by Robert
G. Ingersoll - 1894
"Somebody ought to tell the truth
about the Bible. The preachers dare
not, because they would be driven
from their pulpits.
Professors in colleges dare not,
because they would lose their
salaries.

P - 117

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

One of Ingersoll's repeated challenges, as he stood before
bulging audiences, was that if God existed, then let such
a God strike him down right then and there. The purpose
of Ingersoll's challenge was to prove that God did not
exist, or if God did exist, He was not concerned about the
affairs of men. The possibility of a personage, who may
be called God, but would not step into history and answer
such a challenge.
It has been well said that Ingersoll unknowingly
demonstrated the long-suffering and grace of God in that
the genuine God of this world did not and would not
respond to such a provocation! Whether it is Robert G.
Ingersoll, or Madalyn Murray O'Hair, such challenges or
proud pontificating will not change reality -- Who God is
and the veracity of His Word!

Politicians dare not. They would be
defeated. Editors dare not. They
would lose subscribers.
Merchants dare not, because they
might lose customers.
Men of fashion dare not, fearing
that they would lose caste. Even
clerks dare not, because they might
be discharged. And so I thought I
would do it myself.
I attack this book because it is the
enemy of human liberty — the
greatest obstruction across the
highway of human progress.
Let me ask the ministers one

question: How can you be wicked
Arthur Pink, in his book, The Attributes of God,
enough to defend this book?"
appropriately stated, "The foundation of all true
knowledge of God must be a clear mental apprehension
of His perfections as revealed in Holy Scripture. An
unknown God can neither be trusted, served, nor worshipped. (Preface)." Elĳah designed and
outlined the challenge to demonstrate whether Jehovah or Baal was the God of this world and who
was worthy of absolute trust, devoted service, and exclusive worship by all.

One of the primary responsibilities of today's prophets and preachers, as was Elĳah's assignment,
is to correct the world's twisted images of God. The assignment of the prophet and preacher is to
declare an undistorted view of God. God's people, and especially His powerful spiritual leaders,
are not only called upon to proclaim a clear representation of Who God is, but also to correct the
many distorted images found and advanced in a lost world.
Likewise, distortions are also part of America's religious life. God is unconsciously, ignorantly,
and/or purposefully distorted by men's minds. The image of God has been stretched and squeezed.
These abnormal distortions have come to be seen as normal.
Some of America's churches so rarely mention characteristics
of God that the world overall believes that God could never
be as He actually presents Himself in His Word. Some
attributes of God, such as His love and goodness, have been
unduly magnified through "twisted-sermonic-mirrors." Other
divine attributes have been "sensationalized" by national
sermonic celebrities.
Liberal churches have presented contorted images of God
and have added static, which has blurred the clear revelation
of the Scriptures. They have made God more comfortable to
live with, and by that justified men's lifestyles. Liberal
theologians are the biblical revisionists of today, who show
up every Christmas and Easter season, pontificating about

What In And Of This
World Are We
Nostalgic?

It Is Because We Have
A Distorted Memory
And View Of Its
Ability To Satisfy.
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and questioning the truthfulness of God's word and distorting man's view of God.
Even the courts have distorted the image of God in the education of America's our children by
chilling and denying any references to the Almighty in the classroom and rewriting American
history in a way that exempts religion's influence on American life and culture.
America has a distorted view of God that is comparable to those who worshiped Baal! Americans
have created a God who resembles Santa Clause more than the picture given in the Holy
Scriptures. Jehovah's likeness has been stretched and twisted into looking like a god who rewards
us based on our personal goodness. This so-called God knows when we've been bad or good, so
be good for goodness sake.
Others view God to be much like themselves. Only He is more powerful than they, and therefore
he can do things quicker, easier, and faster. They have created a god who is really no different
from them who have mentally created him. In modern thought, God has not created men in His
image. Rather, He has been made in the image of man. This distorted God basically thinks just
More About
More About Distortion
One of the marks of expensive glass, a costly mirror, and even quality eye glasses is the absence of
distortion. Such glass is spoken of as being homogeneous with no strain, striations, or discolorations.
The temperature elevation steps, the length of stirring, the chemicals added, and the rate of cooling are
all factors in creating quality glass.
In fact, the greatest reflecting or refractive telescopes rely on glass that is virtually free of any
distortion. Human ability to create glass, that is exactingly free of the slightest aberration, is necessary
to accurately capture the light of the most distant stars, has its present limits. Presently, the limits of
creating giant reflective mirrors has not exceeded a diameter in excess of 236 inches. After that diameter
glass cannot be made distortion free.
The Zelenchukskaya Observatory, located in the Caucasus Mountains of Russia,
employs the largest mirror in its facility, a single 236 inch reflector. The past record
was set by the 200-inch reflector used in the Hale Observatory at Los Angeles.
It was the plan of George Ellery Hale, one of America’s great astronomers, to construct
what was in 1934 the world’s largest telescope. It would be placed on Mt. Wilson. It
was to be manufactured by the Corning Glass Works of Corning, New York, out of the
heat resistant glass called Pyrex.
Previously, telescopic glass had been made of plate glass which had the ability to
expand-contract and therefore produced distortions. The first attempt at creating this 200-inch, 20 ton
disc failed after cooling and hardening for a period of four weeks. The second attempt succeeded after
cooling for 10 months.
It took sixteen days, at 25 m.p.h., to be moved from New York to California. In California, the glass
disc was ground and polished removing five tons of its total weight. The surfaces of optical glass must
be “smoother than the size of the waves they are to reflect or refract” which is 0.00002 of an inch or
distortion which would twist thee image will occur.
Large telescopes can now be placed in orbit above the distorting effects of the Earth’s atmosphere. The
94-in Hubble Space Telescope (reflecting), launched 1990, can see the sky more clearly than can any
telescope on Earth. 36
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like lost men do and is really seeking no significant change on their part. They can carry on with
their self-centered, immoral, or materialistic life, and the God of this world understands. Life has
become a funhouse in which the world grotesquely distorts both God's infinite holiness, and men
look far holier than they are.
If we could communicate a comprehensive verbal picture that reflected what we thought when we
heard the words "God" or "Jesus," it would uncover our image of God. It would reveal why we
think, worship, and live the way we do. We might even be able to partially predict our spiritual
future based on our stated visualized images of God, for it is those very images that both reflect
and determine our worship and our lifestyles. A.W. Tozer rightly stated . . . .
What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.
The history of mankind will probably show that no people has ever risen about its religion, and
man's spiritual history will positively demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its
idea of God. Worship is pure or base as the worshiper entertains high or low thoughts of God.
For this reason, the gravest question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most
portentous fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his
deep heart conceives God to be like. We tend by a secret law of the soul to move toward our
mental image of God. This is true not only of the individual Christian, but of the company of
Christians that composes the Church. Always the most revealing thing about the Church is her
idea of God, just as her most significant message is what she ways about Him or leaves unsaid,
for her silence is often more eloquent than her speech. She can never escape the self-disclosure
of her witness concerning God. 37

A God Who Is Not
Known As Who He Is
Cannot Be Properly
Worshiped, Fully
Trusted, Or Rightfully

The contest on Mt. Carmel was a contest to determine in the
eyes of God's people -- how sad is that -- who was the true
God of this world. However, Elĳah, as he faced the prophets
of Baal in that formidable challenge, also revealed his image
of the true Creator God. What Elĳah said as he rebuked
Ahab, and the 850 false prophets of Baal, communicated his
theology. His words expressed his personal mental image of
God, which accurately reflected the nature of the God Who
had revealed Himself to Elĳah!

Served.

God's prophet was in complete control, and therefore it is
interesting to observe the rules of the challenge as forcefully
set down by Elĳah. This contest was to be decided by
following specific regulations that only Elĳah outlined and established. Elĳah not only challenged
the Baal worshipers to a divine game of "Who Do You Trust," but he wrote all the rules of this
engagement. There was no arbitration of the rules by the prophets of Baal. No additions or
variations were implemented or even suggested by any one of the 850 prophets of Baal or King
Ahab.
The rules of the challenge, which apparently all agreed upon -- even the false prophets of Baal -accepted the fact that the genuine God of this world would have to be a miracle-working God.
Interestingly enough, not only did Elĳah believe that, but all parties on Mt. Carmel -- Ahab, the
prophets of Baal, and God's indecisive people. All agreed that any proper image of God must
unmistakably include the possession of supernatural powers. The God of this world must be able
to supersede the natural laws of this world and, therefore, able to do the miraculous. If Baal or
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Jehovah was the true God of this world,
then He must be able to do the supernatural.
Note that even unbelievers and false
prophets can know and understand what a
real God ought to be like if He is indeed the
God of this world. The calling down of fire
from heaven was the required proof to
substantiate the identity of the true God.
This would require a superseding of natural
laws. Both Elĳah and the false prophets
understood and acknowledged that no one
could claim to be the God of this world, if
that God cannot overrule the natural laws of
the world. The God of this world must be
able to override the very laws which He
must have established.

A God Who Cannot
Perform Miracles
Could Never Have
Created The World
And All Of Its Natural
Laws.
All were agreeing that no God is worthy of
such a title if He cannot do the miraculous.
"Miracle," by definition, means the
superseding of natural law. Therefore, the
true God of this world must be a powerful,
miracle-working God. If God cannot
overrule the laws of His world, then the
laws of this world are God, for they are not
subject to this pretender's power. The laws
would be greater than any so-called
personality, which was called God.
There are those who have always struggled
with the miracles of the Bible. Some are like
the apostate false prophets of Elĳah's day.
Still others have failed to properly think
through what a genuine Creator God must
be like if He is going to be called God. In

More About
TheLunar Olympics
If we held the World Olympics on the moon in an air
tight dome, all of the great world’s records would be
easily broken.
The moon has a gravity of one-sixth that of the earth.
Therefore, an athlete would weigh one-sixth of his
earthly weight.
Theoretically, one could multiply the world’s records
by six to get an estimate of how different competing
on the moon would be from on earth.
An athlete’s endurance would be greater since the
change in gravity would make it easier to run or hop.
A pole-vaulter would not only be able to jump
higher, but he or she would also appear to be falling
in slow motion because there is one-sixth less pull
downward on him.
When it comes to Olympic events that involve the
use of an object, the object would weigh one-sixth of
its natural weight.
The shot-put or the javelin would soar through the
air for far longer distances since gravity would not
pull it down to the moon as quickly as on this planet.
There would be one draw back which relates to
traction. Because there is less gravitational pull, a
loss of traction would hinder such events involving
running (i.e. — hop, skip, and jump), or racing (i.e.
— bicycle races). The athlete and/or vehicle, not
having as much downward pull, would at times
appear to be glancing off the competitive surface.
Without question, “Lunar Olympics” would produce
far different results, would require the development
of a number of unique abilities, and in many ways
would look comical.
Lunar Olympic games would truly be out of this
world! 65
In light of what we know about and have
experienced concerning the moon’s gravity, totally
different laws operate there than here. Therefore,
it ought to be no surprise that the God of all laws,
the physical laws that operate in this world, or the
many different laws that operate across the
universe, can do anything! Have you heard
people, and even ministers, deny the existence or
possibility of miracles?
The God of this world is not limited by any
natural laws that control and/or operate in this
world, or in a thousand other worlds.
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both cases, their problem is that they just do not have
a genuine sovereign God. As has been well stated,
their God is too small. They spell God with a small
"g." Elĳah had a God, spelled with a capital “G.”
There is no reason to struggle mentally with such
miracles as the birth of Jesus. God not only has the
power to bring Jesus into the world through the womb
of a virgin, but He has the power to create a man from
far less than a woman's womb. He can and did make
man from the dust of the earth. A God who cannot
work miracles is not worthy of our worship or service.
One might as well worship the laws of the world if the
same laws that bind us also bind God. If God created
the heavens and the earth, then is there anything that
He cannot do since being the Creator means that all
the laws of the world are in His hands!
Only a truly self-existent, sovereign God . . .
• Can bring a world into existence by the word of
His mouth
• Judge the world by the Noahic deluge
• Open the great Red Sea
• Stop the water of the Jordan
• Fell the walls of Jericho
• Deliver three of his people from a fiery furnace
• Shut the mouth of lions
• Bring a Savior into the world through a virgin
Elĳah had no reservation that the only true God of this
world can step into time-and-space, into the affairs of
life and living, that Jehovah God could miraculously
consume the sacrifice, wet as wet, as easily as dry as
dry.

“More Able ” or “Less Able”
Are Not Words Which Are In The
Dictionary Of A God Who Created
All The Laws Of This World
“Is There Anything Too Difficult For The
Lord”
– Genesis 18:14 -

Side-bar
Distortion In A Courtroom
One tactic of lawyers, who are called
upon to defend dishonorable clients, is to
portray a disreputable plaintiff as being a
respected member of the community.
At times this attempted distortion will
involve the outfitting of the client in fine
clothing and presenting a clean-cut look.
No lawyer would ever do that in reverse.
An attorney would never take a truly
highly respected member of the
community and seek to portray him, by
dress and appearance, as disreputable.
An honorable and highly respected
member of the community ought to be
presented as he is in fact.

J. I. Packer
“Knowing God”
As it would be cruel to an Amazonian
tribesman to fly him to London, put him
down without explanation in Trafalgar
Square and leave him, as one who knew
nothing of English or England, to fend for
himself, we we are cruel to ourselves if we
try to live in this world without knowing
about the God whose world it is and who
runs it. the world becomes a strange,
made, painful place, and life in it is a
disappointing and unpleasant business, for
those who do not know about God.
Disregard the study of God, and you
sentence yourself to stumble and blunder
through life blindfolded, as it were, with no
sense of directions and no understanding of
what surrounds you. This way you can
waste your life and lose your soul.

P - 122

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

That is the essence of a miracle -- the superseding of any and all the laws of nature. Men
who can jump and bounce across the surface of the moon with little effort and six-fold the
distances on earth are not performing miracles. They are not contravening the natural laws
of moon science. Yes, such activity would indeed be supernatural and would take a miracle
on the planet earth because moon laws do not operate on this earth. The difference between
earth and lunar athletics is due solely to the fact that the laws that operate on the planet earth
do not operate on the surface of the moon. Why would the God of this world, and the God
of all worlds, not be able to do anything, anything at all in this world or our lives? If He
established the laws that operate on the moon, as well as on planet earth -- and He has -then nothing is impossible with Him — absolutely nothing!
God can do the miraculous because the overriding of this world's natural laws, are not at all
miraculous to Him, only to us. God can work out any problem, meet any need, or do what
we know or think to be impossible in this world! Don't ever hesitate to ask God to do the
insurmountable or impossible!
Isaiah says it this way, "Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God,
the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no
searching of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might
he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
(Isaiah 40:28-31)."
God can give us supernatural strength to face, to endure, to excel in any contest we face in
life!
The rules of the Mt. Carmel contest, and agreed upon by all, declared that the God of this
world is a God who presides over all the affairs of this world (cp. Daniel 2:17-23).
They agreed upon the rules, all established by Elĳah. Rules which would reveal whether
the God of this world will and can step into time and space, into our history. Or whether he
has merely wound up the world at creation, as one would wind up a watch, and is now
uninvolved in history as He lets it all winds down.
History is "His-Story" -- and it is a story which says that He Himself has stepped into and
that he works out its flows to his ordained end. He stepped into it and worked out His will
during the days of Elĳah, and He has never been absent or exited out of it. He rules in the
affairs of men and continually reveals Himself in the world around us and through the
actions of men. God showed Himself through the great battle on Mt. Carmel, and He
reveals Himself today. One purpose of the contest was to present an accurate image of God,
to that generation. It was designed to shout out -- Jehovah is the only God of this world and
to correct the twisted images that have been created by men, and which may still reside in
the think of God's people, Israel.
If we as God's people are not careful, we will contribute to the distortion of God's glory. We
will clothe God in the common clothes of men and not in the majestic robes of His glory.
A.W. Tozer saw the twentieth-century church as doing exactly that. . . .
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"The Church has surrendered her once lofty
concept of God and has substituted for it one
so low, so ignoble, as to be utterly unworthy
of thinking, worshiping men, This she has
done not deliberately, but little by little and
without her knowledge; and her very
unawareness only makes her situation all the
more tragic. 38

In Life & Living, Godʼs People
Need To Think & Say . . . .
“Pour On The Water.”
It Isnʼt Any More Difficult If
God But Speaks The Word To

Today, God's people have a unique and
His Angelic Host!
necessary assignment in our world! We do not
need to dress up God and make Him appear
different than what He is. We have the excellent
opportunity to hold up the sovereign God for all that He is in His holy, sovereign, gracious,
and loving being. We need to lift up the truth that Elĳah declared that God is a miracleworking God who rules and reigns in the affairs of men! Jehovah still turns marriages
around. He still intervenes in the lives of those facing disease and death. God directs the
affairs of men today and sets up people in

Other Kinds Of Distortion
Propaganda is one kind of distortion. Propaganda is a deliberate distortion of the facts for the sake of
influencing people. Sound distortion can be caused by electrical static caused by adjacent electronic activity or
the use of a poor recording medium. Recording engineers seek to correct vocal or musical distortion by
electronically filtering sound. Sometimes modern music performers seek to deliberately distorted music. This
distortion is designed to create unusual or eery emotional responses.
Amusement Parks use distortion to create humor. Some parks include distorted panes of mirrored glass to
create a funhouse. Distorting the surface of mirrors, which humorously makes an object appear larger or
smaller, taller or stocky, and/or grotesque or more attractive.
History can be, and has been, distorted. There are historical revisionists who have magnified the
imperfections of the great men of history and may have even sought to replace them with
sordid men. There are even those who so distort history that they teach that horrific historical events, such as
the Holocaust, did not even take place.
The Television Industry seeks to portray that it reflects life as t is, the truth is that it seeks to justify its
rubbish by such claims. Far too often, it does not accurately reflect real life. Hollywood has done its share in
distorting the average picture of ordinary life and living. Its distortion ranges from the past warped pictures of
the Old West, to the present twisted images of marriage. Gunsmoke was not an accurate record of western
life, and Roseanne is not a reflection of the typical family.
Dime Novels, Comedy Shows, & Soap Operas continue to distort romance and marital life by portraying
the abnormal as normal, by calling them immoral, moral, and/or by implying that the exception is the
common.
The Mass Media has also contributed to distortion, when it highlights the sensational testimony and highprofile cases at the expense of portraying the real lives of the common person, distorts the legal process, the
court system, and the plight of the average citizen who has limited quality legal representation.
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The God of This World Must Be A Prayer
Answering God
“Called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal hear us”
(I Kings 18:26)
After a national tragedy and upon the death of
Americans, it is not unusual for area churches to
conduct memorial services that include a time of
public prayer. At times of crisis, governmental
and national figures encourage others to pray for
the families of any of the fatalities.
The United States Congress opens its sessions
with prayer, and the United States taxpayers pay
the congressional Chaplin's salary. The various
branches of the military employ chaplains, and
one of whose primary duties includes prayer. A
joint resolution approved on May 11, 1950,
requested that the presiding President of the
United States issue a proclamation, calling upon
Americans to observe each Memorial Day as a
day of prayer, a resolution honored today.
From the unforgettable picture of George
Washington on his knees at Valley Forge, to the
moving words of Bill Clinton at the dedication of
the Holocaust Museum, to the construction of the
Capital's National Cathedral, called, "A House of
Prayer for All People," Americans continuously
affirm their belief in prayer.
Surveys repeatedly demonstrate that Americans
believe in prayer. Barna reports that in 2017 . . . .
"79% have prayed at least once in the past
three months. . . . the most common being to
offer "gratitude and thanksgiving" (62%). An
equally popular prayer incentive is the "needs
of their family and community" (61%),
followed by "personal guidance in crisis"
(49%)." 40

More About
More About Praying For Rain
"In hopes of ending a drought in upstate New
York in the 1880s, a Presbyterian minister
named Duncan McLeod organized a mass
prayer session to take place on a Saturday in
August. At noon people throughout the area
stopped their activities and prayed for rain.
By one o’clock clouds had appeared; by two a
gusty wind was blowing; by three the
temperature had dropped 20 degrees, and by
four a thunderstorm had arrived.
The storm, which dropped almost two inches
of rain, washed out a bridge and completely
destroyed a barn, which burned to the ground
after being struck by lightning.
As it happened, the barn belonged to Phineas
Dodd, the only farmer in Phelps, N.Y., who
had refused to join the collective prayer.
Many thought that Dodd had been a victim of
divine justice, but Dodd had other ideas: When
he heard that Reverend McLeod was accepting
congratulations for having ended the drought,
he sued the minister for $5,000 to cover the
damages to his property.
The minister was put in a difficult situation:
After repeatedly telling his followers that God
had answered their prayers, he could hardly
back down and say that the storm was just a
coincidence.
Fortunately for McLeod, his lawyer was able
to convince the judge that the mass prayers had
requested only rain and that the thunder and
lightning had been a bonus provided by God
and for which McLeod and his parishioners
were not responsible." 39
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It has well stated that there are no atheists in fox holes. Real-life accounts of human disasters
are more often than not dotted with statements about prayer. The general public does believe
that there is a God who hears and answers prayers, and that such prayers change history!
Through Elĳah's polemic against the prophets of Baal, and by his own prayer to Jehovah,
Elĳah communicated his belief in the absolute power of prayer. He blazoned the message
about the very nature of Jehovah -- the God of this world hears and answers prayer.
Second, through his own public prayer, which aimed at calling down a supernatural consuming
fire, Elĳah corrected any present-day twisted image of God. As Elĳah mocked the false
prophets of Baal, Elĳah confirmed that there was a mutually accepted theology concerning
God and prayer, which was held by all those present - even the prophets of Baal! His mocking
of the prophets of Baal, and his own prayer declared that any legitimate God was a prayerhearing, prayer-answering, and covenant keeping God!
Since both sides of the contest agreed upon and were willing to abide by the same rules of
engagement, Ahab, along with his false prophets, and Elĳah, initially accepted the fact that . . .
.
✔ the legitimate God of this world would have to be a God Who could perform the
miraculous, could overrule the laws of nature.
✔the genuine God of this world also must be a God who hears and answered the
prayers of people seeking His divine intervention, that He could hear the cries of sinful
men.
Both sides were affirming that the God of this
world not only could hear the prayers of men,
but would respond to the prayers of devoted
Answering God Could
men and step into history. The contestants were
in agreement that the God of this world was not,
Possibly Be The God Of This
as Early American deist had later characterized
Him, a God who had wound up this world and
World!
then walked away from it, merely allowing it to
wind down uninterrupted. Whoever the real God
All Agreed On That!
of this world was, even the adversaries agreed
that He must be a God who accepts the
challenge of personally stepping into time,
history, and the personal affairs of men, AND that the legitimate God of this world could and
would hear and respond. He would publicly reveal Himself and supernaturally enter into the
affairs of men for His own name's sake.

Only A Prayer Hearing &

Interestingly, the prophets of Baal did not offer a theologically different procedural recipe for
appealing to Baal, their God. They believed that Elĳah's stated rules of engagement would
fairly and publicly establish the fact that Baal was the God of this world. Surprisingly, all those
who were present accepted that Elĳah's stated method would work for either deity, Jehovah or
Baal, no matter how different the two deities were in essential nature.
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In organized, strong man contests, rarely is there a
singular test that will reveal who is the strongest
man in the world. Assorted and diverse tests are
employed since the contestants are uniquely
different. No one method will reveal who is the
strongest man in the world since men are physically
and muscularly different. The contestants have
developed their body's strengths in different ways.
For two contestants to jointly agree on a singular
test, conducted in exactly the same way, is to say
that such a test is the only test necessary to reveal
who is the world's strongest man in the world.
The Baal worshippers had agreed with Elĳah as to
what test would be used to settle their "theological
dispute." Even though the God of Ahab and his
prophets - Baal, and the God of Elĳah- Jehovah,
were radically different in "theological portrayal,"
both were admittedly alike when it came to hearing
and answering prayer, supernaturally!
In fact, Elĳah's subsequent mocking revealed that
all those who were present accepted that same
image of what a prayer-answering God was like in
his very being. "Mocking" is dependent on mutually
acknowledged shared beliefs. "Mocking" is not
"mocking" if there is not some basis of agreed truth
behind the statements.
For instance, Robert G. Ingersoll sought to mock
God by challenging God to strike him dead if He
existed. However, that is not mocking to God’s
people because in the mind of God's people, the
Lord is a God of great patience, not willing that any
should perish, and by nature is not possessed by the
pride that pushes men to prove themselves when
publicly challenged. The God of the Word would
not take up such an arrogant and groundless
challenge. Typically, God's people do not share
Ingersol's theology. Rather, God's people considered
God's patience as proof of God's holy character.

More About
More About Leverage

A lever is called a simple machine usually
consisting of a rigid bar or rod, designed to
pivot or rotate about a fixed point called the
fulcrum.
Levers give one the ability to multiply force.
Some common levers include a wheelbarrow,
a nutcracker, pulleys, hammers, crowbars,
and Johnny bars. When one applies force to a
lever he rotates the lever about the fulcrum.
The closer the fulcrum to the weight, the less
force that must be applied on the other end of
a bar, though a greater distance is spanned on
that end of the bar.
Less effort is applied if one is able to
lengthen the distance from the fulcrum to the
place where force is applied.
Archimedes is quoted to have said, give me a
large enough lever and a place to stand and I
will move the world.
Elĳah was applying argumentative or
confrontational leverage as he pressured the
prophets of Baal and sought to move the
people of God out of their complacency.

As the prophets of Baal stepped up to the plate, Elĳah began his verbal jousting about Baal's
lack of responsiveness. They did not respond with a alternate "Baalism Theology," but
responded with greater intensity, because they shared a common theological position about
who God is, if he is God. There were mutually held beliefs from which Elĳah was able to
leverage and make the discomforting points.
Archimedes said that if someone could give him a large enough lever, he could move the earth.
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Elĳah wielded a “shared theological lever,” which he held
out to them from the very beginning -- when he established
the general rules of the engagement. Now, Elĳah was going
to lean on that shared theological level. The uprooting
pressure was being applied and felt as Elĳah mocked.
Why isn't Baal answering? We agreed from the beginning
that we would call upon our God, and the God who heard
and answered prayer, in a miraculous way, was the God of
all Gods. IS Baal a prayer-answering God or not? Are you
his devoted and sincere prophets? Why does He not
respond to you?
He continued to lengthen that lever during the following
hours of contention so that it would move Jehovah's people
out of their tremendous complacency and silence. He
continued by his mocking to apply all the mental and
spiritual leverage he could verbally generate. He would
prove that the prophets of Baal were indeed the false
prophets of a fantasized god and an apostate King and
Queen. This grand contest on Mt. Carmel would be Elĳah's
mighty spiritual "Johnny Bar" for declaring the unmatched
worthiness of Jehovah alone.
What the prophets of Baal and Ahab had not realized was
that Elĳah's spiritual lever was fashioned out of their initial
concession and shared belief that only a God who heard
and responded to the requests of men was the genuine God
of this world. That concession was absolutely true, and it
proved to be experientially true.
Elĳah's position is the same position we hold to
theologically and experientially to until this day. To
maintain any other position is to deny the very character of
the Lord. To not pray and act in accordance with that
foundational belief is to question the reality and
sovereignty of the only true God. We are rightfully mocked
if we don't believe in prayer and act in light of such
prayers. Only false gods don't hear, care, respond, and step
into the affairs of men. We can come boldly to the throne
of grace to find help in the time of need!
Elĳah then went on to lengthen his theological lever by his
unceasing mockery, which gave him additional theological
workforce. Elĳah conveyed yet other mutually shared
beliefs about what could not be. Any explanation of why
the true God of this world would not answer the prayers of
his people could not be found in other explanations as well.

Side-bar
Stipulation
The practice of law centers
arounds the ability to make the
argument that it is more
reasonable to view the details and
events of the case this way, rather
than that way.
There are some details and events
of a case which are indisputable.
Therefore, the prosecution or the
defense is willing to agree to
those details or that this-or-that
event took place.
There is an agreement between
the two attorneys that it is not
subject to argument. Such
“stipulations” are designed to
simplify the litigation and/or save
time and money.
The two attorneys have come to a
voluntary, or are willing to come
to a joint agreement about certain
facts or details which might have
needed argument in another
courtroom trial.
Sometimes the “stipulation” is
about the issues which are to be
tried or admitted to by the
defendant. At other times, there
are stipulations concerning the
existence or validity of the
evidence, witnesses, or content of
a testimony.
Both parties have to agree to such
stipulations.
Elĳah – the prosecution – and the
Prophets of Baal – the defense –
“stipulated” to the fact that
whoever the true God of this
world is, He must be a God . . . .
Who hears the prayers of His
people
Who can answer those prayers
Who can step into history
Who can supersede the laws of
this world as Creator
The Defense “So Stipulates!”
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Elĳah explored other possible explanations for Baal's failure to answer their prayers. There had to
be another explanation, which he and they knew could not be an explanation! Elĳah belittled and
assailed Baal, identifying the possible causes of their utter failure to get his supposed omniscient
attention. Elĳah was offering reasons which they themselves knew could not be true of the God of
this world.
Elĳah began providing explanations that the prophets of Baal, the people of God, and he himself
knew could not be true. Elĳah boldly mocked the 850 prophets of Baal by citing possible reasons
for the inability of the prophets to persuade Baal to respond by fire,
At the same time, Elĳah was also proclaiming what the true God of this world was not like. Elĳah
was also saying that the true God, His God, Jehovah, was not like their self-created, fanciful, deaf,
and dumb deity called Baal!
The prophets of Baal agree with Elĳah, and they have no better explanation or response other than
importuning which drones during into the heat of the day. Their answer to Elĳah is "this make take
some time, effort, and self-sacrifice, far more than we had originally thought necessary when they
entered into this contest.
Although Elĳah stated that he had acted according to the Lord's word, there is no record of any
specific revelation from God. How did Elĳah know what kind of challenge he should construct?
Where did he get the offered details of the contest? It is not that there is any record stated or
implied, that God had not ordained this grand contest.
How did Elĳah came up with this detailed challenge is not exactly known? Did Elĳah know God
so very well that he was confident that God would show Himself strong in just such a contest? -as did David versus Goliath? But David was able to lean on two past life-threatening contests!
Had God irrepressibly placed the plan in Elĳah's heart? Just as Joseph was given the interpretation
of Pharaoh's dream. However, Joseph had a good deal experience with dreams, his own and of his
two cell-mates.
When Elĳah stated that he was acting according to God's word, was he saying that such a contest
was in line with a personal divine revelation or that Elĳah's plan was in line with all God had
revealed to him over the years?
Wherever Elĳah's confidence and challenge came from, without question, Elĳah was confident
that Jehovah could answer by fire. He would now be tested by the same standard that he stated in
mocking the Baal worshippers!
Elĳah had to be certain that God would show Himself strong in this forum, through prayer,
quickly, and unquestionably! In mocking, Elĳah was raising the stakes. When one belittles another
about their failure, that person is sure to be "counter-challenged" to meet the same strict standard.
When an individual is uncertain about the truth of his position, he usually refrains from being
verbally harsh against the position of others. Verbal restraint is the rule of thumb when one knows
that he may also find himself proved wrong.
As Elĳah faced his opportunity to call upon God, Jehovah would have to unmistakably and
forcefully answer by fire else the harsh verbal jousts which he issued against Baal and his prophets
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would boomerang and mock the God of Elĳah.
Elĳah's confidence in Jehovah's interest, attention, and
sovereign power is clearly demonstrated in the
strength of his words against the false prophets of
Baal.
At times, we may lack the godly boldness to condemn
today's false gods and their inability to satisfy the
needs of the followers. Can we say with confidence
that -- Money, alcohol, sex, popularity, position,
education, affluence cannot meet the needs of the
human heart!
If we are not convinced that the Lord meets the needs
-- all the needs -- of the human mind and heart, we
may secretly equivocate about the ability of the false
gods of this world to satisfy.
If we are convinced from God's Word that there is no
other God which satisfies, we will not secretly secondguess whether a little more money, a better job, a
higher position, more affluence . . . . wouldn't be bad.
If we have firmly grasped the inability of anyone or
anything else to address the demands of life, there will
be no jealousy or coveting of what the world around
us offers.
If we have personally experienced the inability of
other things to satisfy, then we will speak boldly about
the utter inadequacy of the endless false gods of life to
even ignite a spark that can warm the human heart.
There will be no reservation in our words as we speak
against the bankruptcy of money, things, power,
position, pleasure, and popularity, in meeting the Godcreated void in the heart of men. Only the Lord can
answer that need.

More About
More About Moral Bankruptcy
In the field of science, there may be no
better known female name than that of
Madam Curie.
Marie Curie share the 1903 Nobel Prize for
research on radioactivity.
A second Nobel Prize was awarded to her
in 1911 for her discovery and study of
radium and polonium, in uranium ore,
sometimes called pitchblende.
Along with her husband she isolated the
first radioactive element, radium. She died
at the age of 66 of anemia caused by her
exposure to radioactivity.
To this day many of her personal
notebooks are dangerously radioactive.
Pierre was accidentally killed while
crossing a street in Paris on a rainy
evening.
Unaware that a team of horses, pulling a
carriage, were galloping down the street
that he was crossing, he was caught offguard.
As the horses bore down on Pierre he
realized what was happening. He seized the
horses bridles and held on until he lost his
grip, dropped to the ground, and the rear
wheels of the carriage crushed his head.
When the news was broken to Marie, she
never recovered.
Eve Curie in a biography wrote about the
hopelessness and depression that gripped
Madam Curie for the rest of her life.

Elĳah mockingly challenged them by saying, "Cry
aloud." Elĳah was ridiculing the prophets of Baal by
suggesting that perhaps their failure in "prayer" was
due to volume. Success would be theirs if they merely
amplified their voices. Surely, the lack of a response
was not due to the possibility that there was no such
god as Baal. If Baal was not a false god, then the
problem had to be with them, perhaps their inability to
raise the decibels high enough to reach Baal's distant
abode. In Elĳah's taunting, he was not only mocking
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Baal as a god whose hearing or distance required an increased volume, but Elĳah was also saying
that volume was totally unrelated to getting the attention of Jehovah. Elĳah was proclaiming that
volume was not an issue with the omniscient and omnipresent God of this world!
When Elĳah said "for he is god," he specifically indicted both "Baal" and them for any failure in
getting the attention of their God. Elĳah was indirectly saying that Baal was not the true God, and
that if Baal is indeed the true God as they maintain, then the problem must be found in him or
somewhere else. Perhaps the cause of failure could be found in their method of "prayer."
After Elĳah suggested that it was their volume, which was causing a lack of response, amazingly,
they adopted that possibility! Elĳah's words, "for he is god," were also designed to increase his
leverage and remove from a possible and later arsenal of excuses the explanation that they had not
spoken loudly enough. Elĳah was so clear-minded and strategic that he held off the charge that their
failure was due to nonexistence and a fanciful imagination. Elĳah restrained himself from stating
the eventual conclusion that Baal was not a god for surely he would answer had he heard his
devoted prophets. Elĳah strategically aimed at having them do everything they could think of to get
their God's attention, which could only increase the prophet's leverage when he finally stepped forth
and called on Jehovah. It would not be hard to imagine that when Elĳah called on Jehovah that he
prayed in the calmest and quiet tones in unmistakable distinction to this fiasco of human "bull
horning." As the day wore on, their failure was becoming more and more evident since Baal was
not answering a wit!
Elĳah would not stop with saying, "Cry aloud." His mocking went on to point up another possible
explanation for Baal's unresponsiveness, divine preoccupation. Such taunting now attacked the very
character of the God they called Baal. This taunt, and each additional one, revealed Elĳah's
understanding of the genuine Creator God of this world. When Elĳah mockingly said that perhaps
Baal had not answered because he was preoccupied, Elĳah also unveiled and declared his own
image of his God. Elĳah was saying that his God was not a god-like Baal. Jehovah would never be
so preoccupied with the diverse and countless affairs of this world that He would not and/or could
not hear and respond to the prayers of men. The Creator God is not a God who does not hear
because He is engrossed in a conversation, running after another ambition, on a vacation, or totally
unconscious in a deep sleep (I Kings 18:27). To Elĳah's thinking, such comments are grievous
insults to the real God of this world. Elĳah designed his comments not only to insult the prophet's
of Baal, prophets of a counterfeit god, but he designed them to communicate the truth about his
God Jehovah!
Elĳah assumed the teacher's chair in the Mt. Carmel Bible College classroom. The subject was
"Beginners' Theology." By his mocking of this false God, he was teaching to all those around what
the real God of this world is like in truth. The Creator God is One, who by His very nature, hears
the prayers of His people and responds to even the simplest prayers of His people, not only the
prayers of a great prophet on Mt. Carmel.
God's people do not need to increase the amplitude or the multitude of their words. That is why
Jesus condemned vain repetition. Vain repetition was founded on the belief that much speaking was
the determining factor in receiving a response. Likewise, the heathen false prophets of Baal thought
that he would hear them for their much speaking (cp. Matthew 5:5). The basis of answered prayer is
not volume nor repetition. That is why Jesus admonished us about prayer because it is possible for
us to behave like the heather and pray as if God is asleep, uninterested, or "omni-absent."
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Some have advanced the belief that prayer does not change
Side-bar
events; that prayer only changes us. This is not true and
More About Prayer
insults the character of God. While it is obviously true that
In 1962, the United States Supreme
we are often if not always changed when we pray, the true
Court, in a landmark decision,
God of this world calls upon us to pray because He hears
entitled, Engel v.Vitale, ruled that
and answers the prayers of people. As Elĳah knew and
public school officials could not
taught, a god who does not respond to the prayers of people
require pupils to recite a stateis not worthy of our worship, our service, or our
composed prayer at the start of each
supplications. We need to pray, as did Elĳah, with
school day, even if the prayer was
non-denominational and pupils who
confidence in the truth that the God of heaven hears, cares,
so desired could be excused from
and answers prayer. As Jesus knew, God the Father was
always and immediately present to answer our prayers. Jesus reciting it, because such official
state sanction of religious utterances
knew that the purpose of prayer was not merely to change
was an unconstitutional attempt to
the attitude of the one who is praying. Therefore Jesus said
establish religion.
that He could ask for twelve legions of angels and thereby
refute the false prophets of His age who were seeking His
crucifixion. When Jesus said that He could call on twelve legions of angels, He was not saying that
such a prayer would have changed Him. That prayer would have changed the course of history!
It was finally prayer time for Elĳah. The time for mocking had ended. Elĳah revealed his image of
God through his taunting of the false prophets. Now, he would additionally and tangibly reveal an
accurate image of the Lord through his own public prayer to Jehovah. It was time to call down fire
from heaven and declare what a prayer-hearing and answering God was like in very truth. Calling
upon God's supernatural power required more than mocking the false prophets and their vain
attempts at prayer. It required the sincere, earnest, and directed prayer of God's prophet. Through
his public and recorded prayer, Elĳah demonstrated that he knew the composition a proper and
powerful prayer addressed to the God of this world.
Elĳah began by publicly declaring that Jehovah is the . . . .
Historic: Lord God of Abraham, Isaac,
National: and of Israel,
Authoritative: let it be known this day that thou are God in Israel,
Personal: and that I have done all these things at thy word.
Sovereign: Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God,
and that thou hast turned their heart back again
Prayer Hearing & Answering: God of this world . . . (I Kings 18:36-37).
The opening words of Elĳah's prophetic petition are packed with content. Elĳah wanted to make it
clear from his very first words who the God to whom he was praying to was and what would cause
Jehovah to respond to his prayer.
Remember how God's people stood there in silence. Elĳah was reminding them of Jehovah's
connection with Abraham and Isaac, as well as the nation of Israel. That was their spiritual heritage,
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not the God of Baal. Baal was not the God of the Patriarchs or the nation of Israel. Baal was not
only a false god, but he was never the God of these people assembled on Mt. Carmel,
surrounded by Baal's false prophets. Baal worship only reaches back to the days of national
apostasy. Elĳah was identifying with the God of both their and his fathers!
Elĳah called up the covenant relationship that God had with His people. By invoking the names
of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Elĳah was also saying that there was a covenant relationship, a
commitment that God had to His people. That covenant was not related to their obedience. If
God's covenant were related to their godliness, there would be no grounds for seeking anything
from God. The nation at this time was in a state of apostasy, but God's covenant was an
unconditional covenant, not dependent on the faithfulness of God's people.
Fortunately, a godly prophet, who was not part of that apostate condition, had the sensibility to
challenge Baal worship and pray. He was able to stand on righteous ground and intercede on
their behalf. When we come to God in the name of Jesus, we are also calling up our unique
relationship to God through Jesus Christ His Son. We have a new covenant relationship, and by
God's grace, we can call for God's deliverance even when we are not where we ought to be in
our Christian walk (cp. II Timothy 2:13).
A proper motive characterized Elĳah's prayer. Early in his prayer, Elĳah clarified the reason for
this contest. This grand challenge was for the glory and honor of the Lord's name and the return
of His people! The reason that Elĳah wanted God to show His glorious power was so that those
around, the people who stood there in silence, might know that the Lord God is the only true
God. Some of our prayers, and perhaps more than we would like to concede, are not answered
because they are selfish in motive. We can come to God in prayer with mixed or impure motives
seeking answers to relieve our pain, our pressure, our trials, or aimed at personal gain or
advantage (cp. James 4:3). Are we more interested in God showing Himself strong and seeing
the Lord glorified than in alleviating our pain, solving our difficulties, and/or having greater
affluence and ease?
Notice also how Elĳah said, "your servant" and "at thy word." Elĳah clearly connected himself
and his service to Jehovah. Elĳah humbly identified the events of this contest as under God's
supervision. A servant, by definition, does what his master has called him on to do. It was God's
word that led him to construct such a contest, Elĳah was declaring that this contest was not a
personal challenge but a contest between Jehovah and the false prophets of Baal.
In his prayer, Elĳah revealed that he had a burden for the welfare of God's people. He stated that
the goal of this contest was the turning of God's people back to the Lord. Though they were
silent, indecisive, and apostate, Elĳah had a heart for God's people and their ultimate good.
Purity in motive is vital to real and significant answers to our prayers. Prayer does change
things, but that change is dependent on right requests aimed at God's glory, the good of others,
the maturing of our faith, and the development of our Christlikeness.
Although in this great contest, Elĳah was mocking the false prophets of his day, unfortunately, it
is possible for God's people to be in the situation where the false prophets of the day mock them.
Remember the Old Testament biblical example where the prophets and people of the God
Dagon were mocking Samson's God (Judges 16:23-25). They had the opportunity to trash
Jehovah because Samson selfishly used his God-given powers for his own selfish purposes and
found himself a slave to the Philistines. Likewise, David selfishly sought the pleasures of sin for
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a season with Bathsheba, and he gave the enemies of God an opportunity to blaspheme God and
scandalize godliness (II. Samuel 12:14).
It is possible for the world to look at us and mock both us and our God when we selfishly make
choices that dishonor God's name. The Bible states that we also give the world an opportunity to
mock when we have begun building, and failed to finish. Luke 14:29 states, "Lest haply, after he
hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him." How often
have believers begun their walk with God, and instead of growing and maturing, they have turned
back to the world? The pressures of representing Christ and denying self became too great. They
went back to their old lifestyles. Watching family members and friends malign the truth of being a
Bible Christian and vindicated their ungodly decisions and choices. At times, the world mocks the
truths of scripture, the existence of a real Hell, the reality of a day of judgement, the need to be
born-again, dedication to worship, because God's people have given them the ammunition for
volleying such blows against our Lord. We can only be prophets in our century, mocking the false
gods who claim men's allegiance, if we have the testimony of a man like Elĳah. It is that testimony
that can and does give us boldness to speak out and against society's gods, and stand strong and tall
before the false prophets of society.

18:25-29 The false prophets got to go first. They slaughtered their bull and called on Baal
from morning until noon. But, no one answered. So, they danced around the altar (18:26).
Eventually, they became so desperate for a response that they began shouting and cutting
themselves, so that blood gushed over them (18:28). Still, the heavens were silent. No one
answered, no one paid attention (18:29). This is the outcome for those who trust in anyone or
anything besides the true God.
While this was happening, Elĳah offered sarcastic commentary on the proceedings. He
mocked both the prophets and their god: Maybe he’s thinking it over, he said, maybe he has
wandered away. . . . Perhaps he’s sleeping! (18:27). Because Ahab and his prophets had led
the people of Israel astray, Elĳah wanted to make it clear that their false god and his religion
were a lie and a disgrace that had caused the Lord to judge his people. Baal deserved to be
mocked.
18:30-31 Finally, Elĳah brought a halt to the nonsense and called the people to come to the
Lord’s altar (18:30). For it, Elĳah used twelve stones (18:31), representing the twelve tribes
of Israel. This was a significant object lesson to the crowd watching. Even though the nation
was divided at this time, they were still the one people of God; they consisted of the
descendants of the twelve sons of Jacob. In other words, Elĳah was preparing the Israelites to
see their God work by calling them to unity.
18:32-35 Elĳah’s elaborate preparations of the altar were designed to leave no doubt in
anyone’s mind that the Lord is the only true God. The prophet even worked against himself.
By pouring an abundance of water on the sacrifice and altar, he was making it impossible for
the soggy wood and offering to be burned (18:33-35). No human could light such a mess.
– Tony Evans –
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A Great God
Can Handle The Impossible
“Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he
said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third
time. And they did it the third time.” (I Kings 18:34)
Act 1
The First Act of this historic drama had . . . .
• scenes of a selecting and sacrificing a bullock,
• hours of prophetic crying,
• leaping upon the altar, bloody self-mutilation,
• amplified screaming from noon to evening,
• recurrent "Elĳahic mocking,"
. . . . followed by a closing scene where the Baal's prophets
were forced to face the futility of further pleas and were
ultimately moved to a final surrender.
The backdrop was composed of a smokeless altar upon which
was an unburnt sacrifice. The failure of the Baal worshippers
was branded into the stone altar by its dried animal blood, along
with the blood of the prophets of Baal, who had even physically
mutilated their own bodies in order to coax their God into
answering their prayers.
Around that altar was Elĳah, King Ahab, eight-hundred and
fifty prophets of Baal standing, seated, and lying around, and
the indecisive people of God who sat and watched in silence. I
can only imagine that was a lot of chatter, debate, and dialogue
among the watchers, not to mention those who had their
standing on the line.
Act 2
The false prophets have been given their opportunity to call
down fire and have utterly failed! The curtains have closed on
the first act of "The Contest On Mt. Carmel." The stage was
now set for the next of this historic drama. Elĳah would now be
given the opportunity to demonstrate the power of the true God
of this world.

Side-bar
Now For The Defense
The prosecution is allowed to go
first in presenting its case to the
court.
Have you listened to the details of
a criminal case, and thought . . . .
“He/she is guilty. . . . That is
obvious!”
But then, you were presented with
the rest of the situation and are not
at all convinced of what you were
when the story all began.

“Tuesday, August 23, 1994 – Los
Angeles (AP) – DNA test results
have armed prosecutors with their
strongest evidence yet against O.J.
Simpson. . . . . Prosecutors said
one of of DNA testing, called
PCR, on two samples from the
blood trail showed matches with
Simpson’s blood.”
Who would have guessed the
outcome of this case? “If it
doesn’t fit, you must acquit,” was
the mantra of Johnny Cochran.
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One sole figure, Elĳah, now stood alone before his audience, silhouetted against the bloody, bleak
backdrop of heathen futility. However, there would be no need for any member of the assembled
audience to feel pity or sorrow for this lone actor. He had the unique and privileged opportunity to
stand on the stage of grand Bible history, a history that would would "go down in the books" as one
of the greatest of Old Testament history.
From the beginning, Elĳah has been in control, and he was still in complete command of the
situation. He now has the grand opportunity to call upon his God and settle the question -- "Who is
the King of kings?"
Elĳah not only communicated accurate images about the character of Jehovah when he mocked the
false prophets of Baal, as they publicly prayed to Baal, but Elĳah was also about to paint an
undistorted image of Jehovah for this weak-willed audience of silent "believers."
Elĳah was going to paint his picture in the brightest of
color, adding extraordinary clarity to the true image of God
by increasing the improbability for victory. Elĳah enhanced
the picture of God's character by the addition of some new
vivid imagery. Somewhere in Elĳah's mind, he had decided
to highlight and dimension the nature of Jehovah. Elĳah
made a decision to add elements that made it seem even
more unlikely that his prayers to Jehovah would be
answered by a fire that would consume the sacrifice.
The vivid scenes which were added by Elĳah purposefully went beyond -- far beyond the originally
stated rules of the engagement. During the hours of watching and hearing the prophets of Baal call on
their God, Elĳah had determined that he would increase the decibel level to short of painfully
obvious. He would roar out the message that the Lion of the Tribe of Israel was Jehovah -- alone!
It was not the false prophets who were demanding that Elĳah' raise the stakes beyond calling fire
down from heaven. It was not even God, who revealed in some way to Elĳah, that He wanted to
drive home the point that He is God and God alone by changing the level of proof. It was Elĳah who
decided to raise the stakes to a different and higher standard of proof.
What is always amazing is that some of the great characters of the Bible seemingly took it upon
themselves to determine what God would do without any recorded revelation from God that he
should do this-or-that.
✔ David stood against Goliath without any assurances from God that He was the man chosen to
do that.
✔ Daniel refused to eat the king's food and put himself and the other Hebrew children to the test
without any indication that God had promised to honor such an alternative approach.
✔ Daniel also obligated himself to reveal Nebuchadnezzar's dream without any divine assurance
that God would reveal that a dream.
✔ Samson bravely sought to do something for God midst his time of pagan slavery, but there is no
indication that God was going to honor his request for power.
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In fact, in none of the above situations, can you find in the Bible record any indication that they prayed
before making such a decision and/or received revelation or assurances that this was God's thinking -but it was.
That is not to say that they were not men of prayer and that they did not pray before, during, and after
obligating God. It is not that God might have revealed Himself and His will in their spirits, but there is
no indication of that. Although He clearly stood behind their decisions, there is nothing in the biblical
accounts or other pages of Scripture which indicates that the Lord had committed himself to such
actions.
In contrast, there are instances where God's people sought God's will concerning what to do in a
particular situation. There are Bible characters who did seek a clear revelation concerning the will of
God. Gideon put out a fleece to determine whether he should deliver God's people. Jonathan listens to
the responsive words of the defending garrison of the Philistines in order to decide whether it was
God's will to attack (I Samuel 14:4-15).
How did Elĳah decide that He should expand the rules of
the contest and demand of God an even greater
demonstration of divine power? What is it about men like
David, Daniel, or Elĳah, that they are so confident in the
character of God that they are willing to take such bold
steps without any special revelation from Him?

There Is Not Such Thing As
“Raising The Stakes” When It
Comes To God.

That Is Only True When It
Is it not true that we struggle just carrying out what God
has clearly called us to do and recorded in His Word? To
Comes To The Events In The
raise the stakes and make the situation even more
Life Of Men.
demanding of God's power and intervention is not
something done without great confidence in the Lord's
presence. I believe that in all the instances where there is
The Lord Is Always
no recorded indication that God's leader was specifically
“All In.”
guided by specific revelation, that the guide was a clear
knowledge of the character of God and God's
commitment to demonstrating His glory before the world and to His people!
In fact, if I were Elĳah, before I attempted to call down fire, we might have asked that the altar's wood
be replaced with new wood, which was not even slightly dampened with the blood of their sacrificial
bull, not to mention their blood and sweat. However, Elĳah has the altar, and the wood repeatedly
saturated with water.
While there is no recorded indication that God ordered such a vivid demonstration or that He would
stand behind such a move, Elĳah takes a step that had to even shock the most hopeful-doubter. There
had to be some "hopeful-doubters" present because of the quick and brisk response of “all” the people
of God after the fire of God consumed the sacrifice . . . .
And when all the people saw it,
they fell on their faces: and they said,
The LORD, he is the God;
the LORD, he is the God.
-- I Kings 18:39 -P - 137
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"Hopeful-doubters" had to be overwhelmed by
Elĳah's decision to soak the altar . . . and soak
the altar . . . . and soak the altar.
"I'm kind of with you Elĳah, I think you can
do this and that you are the Lord's prophet -but do you have to make this even more
difficult? PLEASEEEEE . . . . Let's not
increase the likelihood of failure?
In testing equipment, engineers put equipment
under "high errant conditions." The piece of
equipment is put under a test that strains it to the
uttermost, that stresses it to conditions that far
exceed normal use. The purpose is to increase
the possibility of failure, to assess at what point it
will fail. The test is designed to determine if it
can survive under normal conditions determining
when failure or errors will begin occurring.
• Child-proof medicine containers are tested
to determine whether a child can possibly
open one -- and given enough time. The
stakes are high when it comes to children
and various medications. Children must
not be allowed to physically open the
container and/or figure out how it open -press down and turn.
• Car batteries are placed in extremely cold
environments to determine whether they
can maintain a sufficient cranking power
to start an equally frigid engine.
• Motors are tested in extremely hot
conditions, even operated without any
lubricant, or "red-lining" for a period of
time. What will it take for an engine to
fail under high errant conditions?
• Cars are tested with test-dummies to see if
the equipment works as designed and to
determine the extent of the damage under
the most demanding conditions.
• Commercial aircraft is put under enormous
stress in flight tests to determine whether

More About
More About High Errant Conditions
The USA Today article stated that ANOTHER
Piper Malibu crashed. "Seven Piper Malibus pricey, high-performance planes - crashed during
22 months after mysteriously breaking up in midflight."

The results of an extensive investigation was that
"every single accident was a series of unfortunate
mistakes."
A total of seven crashes have killed 19 people.
The National Transportation & Safety Board
investigation into the five accidents that occurred
in the United States found mistakes that included:
failing to turn on a heater to counteract icing,
resulting in erroneous air speed readings; autopilot
misuse; and flying into a thunderstorm.
There was much discussion as to whether special
training should be required for pilots who fly such
aircraft.
The Malibu, sporting a price of $625,000, has a
single, piston-driven engine and it is equipped
with pressurized cabins.
Its sleek design allows it to cruise at high altitudes
and speeds which is unfamiliar to most private
pilots.
All the accidents were blamed on deficient pilot
training. In fact the former Federal Aviation
Administration chief, hired by Malibu, Langhorne
Bond, stated . . . .
"The plane can get you into trouble quickly if
you aren't sharp."
There are some situations that bring out and
magnify human error.
Elĳah had placed himself in a situation that if
you aren't spiritually sharp you can get into
trouble quickly! 42
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it can exceed the normal and above normal
demands of flight.

Side-bar
Reasonable Doubt

• Military equipment is tested to determine if it will
survive under the most arduous circumstances,
weather, or battle usage.

In criminal cases, the standard of proof
necessary to support a conviction is very
high.

• In the installation of flexible, natural gas lines to
residential properties, the lines are pressurized up
to 100 lbs., even though the gas line will only
experience less than ten pounds of pressure.
All these examples of testing are based on the principle
that we must produce "high errant conditions" to
demonstrate that it will hold up under normal conditions.
Elĳah was putting the testing of Jehovah's powers under
"high errant conditions," conditions that far exceeded
rules for testing Baal's claimed power. Elĳah was willing
to demonstrate that the powers of God could be tested
under conditions that far exceeded what anyone could
have explained away.
Spurgeon states . . . . .
“He [Elĳah] proposed to bring the matter to a fair
trial; and it was so much the fairer because Baal had
all the external advantages on his side. The king and
court were all for Baal; so was the body of the people.
The managers of Baal's cause were 450 men, fat and
well fed (v. 22), besides 400 more, their supporters or
seconds, v. 19. The manager of God's cause was but
one man, lately a poor exile, hardly kept from
starving; so that God's cause has nothing to support it
but its own right.”

It is called "proof beyond a reasonable
doubt."
This is just short of absolute certainty.
Because civil actions usually involve
money rather than liberty, the standard
of proof is lower.
Most civil cases can be won with a
"mere preponderance of the evidence."
This means that one party's version of
the facts is more persuasive than the
other party's, though ever so slightly." 43

There Was No Reasonable
Doubt In The Mind Of Elĳah
That Jehovah Hears &
Responds To Prayer.
Elĳah Knew That His Brief
Prayer Would Accomplish
More Than The Lengthy,
Repetitious, And Vain
Prayers Which Were Spoken
Into The Air.

Success could only be accounted for by nothing less than
the awesome and supernatural powers of the Creator
God! Elĳah wanted to demonstrate that Jehovah was not
merely a God of the minimal, but of the maximum. There
would be no test that man could devise which He could
not pass. Jehovah's powers reach to the uttermost and
infinitely beyond human comprehension -- above all men
can think or ask!
In the legal world, there are different burdens of proof. A
guilty verdict in a criminal trial requires assurances
beyond "a reasonable doubt." A guilty verdict in a civil
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suit only requires "the preponderance of the evidence." Elĳah raised the level of proof to the higher
level. Elĳah didn't want just to demonstrate the fact that Jehovah was the God of gods by a simple
51% to 49%. The message communicated would not be that Jehovah "was more likely to be" the
God of this world than that He wasn't -- 51%/49%. Elĳah would not settle for a "preponderance of
the evidence" verdict. Rather, the message which would be shouted from the top of Mt. Carmel
would be that Jehovah was the only God of this world far beyond any reasonable doubt!
Elĳah's decision to drench the sacrifice with water was not just playing around with the awesome
powers of God. Elĳah was broadcasting that he was, and God's people needed to be, absolutely
confident that they served the only true God. Jehovah alone was the God of all miracles, Who desires
to demonstrate the greatest of His glory in the eyes of all His people.

“Error is best unmasked
by being allowed free
opportunity to do its best.”
– Alexander Maclaren --

Elĳah wanted to paint a picture of Jehovah, which would
never be forgotten, a story which said -- "and then he
soaked, and soaked, and soaked down the altar with
buckets and buckets of water. Elĳah was not merely trying
to be boastfully dramatic by laying out an incredible
demand that required more than merely calling down fire
to consume the sacrifice.

Elĳah wanted to impact God's indecisive people with the power of Jehovah, who wasn't just a God
slightly above Baal. He sought to gloriously triumph over Baal and his false prophets by increasing
the level of difficulty to the level of proof where only the God of this world could triumph. Elĳah
knowingly created an even more impossible situation to make God's greatness stand out in bold
relief against the backdrop of their embarrassing failure after long hours of futile crying. Jehovah
must be unmistakably shown to be the God who displaces all other gods who might be claimants to
the throne in the eyes of the world's pagans and God's irresolute people!
Seemingly, Elĳah made victory more impossible, but
only more impossible if he served a weak god on the
level of a god such as Baal, who couldn't even create a
spark of fire or a puff of smoke! Even though Elĳah
made it appear that the task facing him was even more
impossible, the truth was that Elĳah was obligating God
to do what was in no way any more difficult than
igniting the smallest spark of flame. It would only appear
more complicated and demanding in the eyes of those
who served and worshiped a small god, such as Baal,
and not the only true God. The truth of the matter is that
the prophets of Baal would have welcomed even a small
spark. False prophets, and those who worship false gods,
virtually settle for anything, even if anything means that
they serve a weak god and not the only God!
Elĳah knew that there was no difference in what was
needed or attainable whether the wood was wet or dry -if God is God.

All Scripture Is Given By
Inspiration, And Is Profitable For
Doctrine, Reproof, Correction,
For Instruction In Righteousness
OR
ALL OF THE ABOVE!
Some rebukes are more subtle and
comprehensive than others! Elĳah
reminded Ahab that he was the
illegitimate king over the northern 10
tribes of Israel, who find their national
identity in the personage of “Jacob.”
“And Elĳah took twelve stones,
according to the number of the tribes
of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word
of the LORD had come, saying, “Israel
shall be your name.
I Kings 18:31

Does the Creator of this world only have the needed
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power available to Him when called upon to ignite dry wood,
but then lacks the power to ignite wet wood?
Do the heavenly generators of the true God have kilowatt
limitations?
Can His heavenly powers only produce enough heat or
energy to light a 5-watt bulb or is the truth that there no bulb
He cannot light?
If He is the God of this world, then His powers are unlimited,
else He is not God! A God who is . . .
• powerful enough to put this world in motion,
• powerful enough to deliver His people through the Red
Sea,
• powerful enough to deliver three of His faithful children
from the fiery furnace,
• powerful to deliver Daniel from the lion's den,
• powerful enough to deliver Goliath into the hands of
David,
• powerful enough to abundantly provide in a hopeless
famine,
• powerful to address the small demands of life,
• powerful enough to ignite dry wood, is undoubtedly
powerful enough to ignite water-soaked wood!
Those who have a small God never think like Elĳah. Elĳah
was a "big-God-er," who understood that there was nothing to
difficult for the Lord. He has no restrictions!
When it comes to God's supernatural powers, "No
Restrictions Apply. " There are no circumstances or situations
that limit the full availability of all his wonderful miracleworking, sovereign powers, even if you expand the demands.
Elĳah will not find that the reliable God he worships and
serves has canceled the offer without notice. Only those who
serve false gods use the caveat "Certain Restrictions Apply"
and excuse their God's failures by claiming such restrictions.
Only those who serve false
gods find out that their God
With The Lord,
has canceled out without
No Restrictions Apply. notice, and they will be left

More About
More About A Big God
Robert Dick Wilson was a
Presbyterian linguist who devoted
his life to establish the reliability of
the Hebrew Bible and the accuracy
of the original manuscripts. He was
believe to be proficient in 45
different languages.

“Robert Dick Wilson, one of the
most brilliant persons who ever
lived, was a professor at Princeton
University. Wilson was known for
his strong belief in the power of
God.
Over the years, after they had sat
under his teaching and then left the
seminary, he prayed that his
students would continue to stand
strong for the truths of the Bible.
One of his former students was
asked to return and spoke at Miller
Chapel on Princeton University
campus.
Robert Dick Wilson sat down to
listen to his former student preach.
When the sermon was over, he
approached the student and shook
his hand. Professor Wilson indicated
that he hoped that one day he would
be invited back to the campus to
speak again. However, if he was
invited back again, he would not
return to hear him. The past student
was surprised to hear such a
comment and ask Wilson why he
wouldn't return.
Robert Dick Wilson said in his own
words that he only come to hear his
students one time. He only came to
determine whether or not the
students that he taught and prayed
for were still "big-God-ers" He
wanted to know if they were still
preaching a God who was big God
or little. Did his students still preach
a God who could was the Creator
God in charge of this grand
universe!” 44
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scurrying for another god who can promise
them what they are seeking.

Side-bar
Cross Examination

A false god couldn't set wood on fire if it was
bone dry, if it was pre-heated, or if the substance
was the most combustible substance known to
man. Elĳah was communicating that if Jehovah
was sovereign and powerful enough to set dry
wood on fire, then He was also powerful
enough to set wood afire that had been watersoaked to the core and/ or floating in vast
puddles. Elĳah indeed served an awesome
sovereign God whose words are a flaming fire
(Revelation 1: ) Just as an ocean of water will
not stop that day of judgement when God
begins to judge this world -- not by a flood, but
by a fire. In the last days, the elements of this
world shall melt with fervent heat (I Peter3: ),
and no water will prevent God from vaporizing
the wood, hay, and stubble of this world.

In 1858, William "Duff" Armstrong was tried in
the Circuit Court of Illinois for the murder of
James Metzker on the night of August 29, 1857.
The State's star witness was Charles Allen, who
testified on direct examination that he had seen
Armstrong strike Metzker in the eye with a
slingshot.

Likewise, the most fire-resistant covering or
coating could not protect the wood and sacrifice.
No water, and no amount of water, can prevent
God from vaporizing the wood on Mt. Carmel.
God is either God, or He is not.

Q: And you stood very near to them?
A: No, it was one-hundred fifty feet or more.

Elĳah was equally painting a vivid picture that
communicated that if his God has all He can do
to generate only the spark necessary to begin a
fire, then He is still not God. Then, he is, at best,
one of many gods who is limited in both power
and sphere of activity. Such a god, at best, was
merely a member of the world of gods
worshiped by the pagans of nations. Elĳah did
not have a God who could only squeak by, who
only had enough power to defeat the God Baal.
He had a great God, who could ignite a fire that
could, and that did instantly consume the
unburnable. He had a God who could ignite a
fire that was so hot that the very stones that
surrounded the altar would be consumed, would
turn to ashes. Elĳah was determined to provide
unforgettable, undeniable, and vivid evidence
that Jehovah alone was God.
It is so easy for us to get snagged by the
slightest hitch. We can so quickly conclude that

According to one young lawyer present in the
courtroom, (the defense lawyer) sat with his head
thrown back, his steady gaze apparently fixed
upon one spot of the blank ceiling, entirely
oblivious to what was happening around him, and
without a single variation of feature or noticeable
movement of any muscle of his face. Finally, (the
defense attorney) stood and began his crossexamination of Mr. Allen.
Q - Lawyer: Did you actually see the fight?
A - By Mr. Allen: Yes.

Q: In the open field?
A: No, in the timber.
Q: What kind of timber?
A: Beech timber.
Q: Leaves on it are rather thick in August?
A: It looks like it.
Q: What time did all this take place?
A: Eleven o'clock at night.
Q: Did you have a candle there?
A: No, what would I want a candle for?
Q: How could you see from a distance of onehundred fifty feet or more, without a candle, at
eleven o'clock at night?
A: The moon was shining real bright.
Q: Full moon?
A: Yes, a full moon.
At this point in the trial, (the defense attorney)
withdrew a blue-covered almanac from his back
pocket, opened it slowly to the astronomy table
for the night in question and placed it before the
witness. (The attorney) then continued with his
cross-examination ...
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something will, or will never happen or work,
merely because we see a roadblock. We cannot
imagine how that obstacle could be or will be
overcome. In fact, at times we are so limited in
our thinking that we can even question God's
power when the "wood is well-aged, bone dry,
and sun-scorched." The truth is that God can
and does solve problems, meet needs, and
change situations that are a hundred times
more difficult than we could ever face. God
wants us to know that our problems could be
"water logged," and He could still ignite a fire
that rivals the fires on Mt. Carmel. God can
light fires that would remove our every doubt
that we might have concerning His power to
deal with our problems.

Q: Does not the almanac say that on August 29th
the moon was barely past the first quarter instead
of being full?
A: (No audible answer from the witness)
Q: Does not the almanac also say that the moon
had disappeared by eleven o'clock?A: (No audible
answer from the witness)
Q: Is it not a fact that it was too dark to see
anything from so far away, let alone one-hundred
fifty feet?
A: (No audible answer from the witness)
The defendant, William "Duff" Armstrong, was
thereafter found not guilty!
The young lawyer, Abraham Lincoln!

45

The battle on Mt. Carmel was over!
No audible answer from the prophets of Baal
can be heard.
God is God and Baal is a false God. Proof:
Only a God who hears and answers the prayers
of men can be the true God of this world!
Case against Elĳah’s and his call for a three
year drought against Ahab’s illegitimate
kingdom and apostate rule – Dismissed!
One day the fire of Jehovah, during the grand
battle between Elĳah and the prophets of Baal
on Mt. Carmel, will be seen as but a mere
spark. One day Jehovah God is going to light a
fire that will consume the whole world as we
know it. He will melt the elements with a
fervent heat, and a new heaven and a new earth
will be created by the word of His mouth (II
Peter 3:10-14). Let's not say "Amen," or hold
onto the veracity of the glorious truth of God's
consuming powers, and then fret about
whether or not God can address our
comparatively infinitesimal trials and pressures
of life!.

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) had always shown
great intellectual promise. After he returned from
the Black Hawk War (1832) he began taking odd
jobs, and although he had little formal education,
he began to study law. After his admission to the
bar (1836), Lincoln quickly became known as an
unusually skilled litigator who was effective and
resourceful, and who was able to present
complicated issues simply and persuasively. He
argued 243 cases before the Illinois Supreme
Court. Lincoln went on to became the 16th
president of the United States (1861-1865),
leading the Union to victory in the American Civil
War. 45
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More About
More About God's Power
Garry Kasparov was facing IBM’s “Deep Blue.” The computer, Deep Blue, was
able to examine an average of 200 million positions a second.
Although the computer needs no rest, they have spread the matches out over a
number of days to allow Kasparov time to recuperate. Deep Blue can evaluate
seventy-four moves in advance compared with chess masters who generally
evaluate ten moves in advance. If the computer wins, some say that it will be a
moment in history equal to the flight of Charles Lindberg’s landing in Paris. The
score is one to one with four games to go.
The average person may not know a lot about playing chess, but maybe familiar with two specific
terms, “check,” and “checkmate.” “Check” means that an opponent’s king is in imminent danger of
being captured by the player’s next move. “Checkmate” means that no moves that the opponent can
make will prevent his king from being captured.
Men make a serious mistake when they sit down and challenge God to a game of “chess.” When God
plays chess He can declare “checkmate” anytime. All of man’s pieces maybe lined up, available to
protect the king, and God can announce “checkmate.” Men may line up the forward row of pawns and
ready to defend the king with the rooks, the bishops, the knights, the castles, but will never win the
game. Let it be the first move of the game and God can declare “checkmate.” Let it be the move on
which an opponent thinks that he can checkmate the Lord’s king, and God will stop him short and
proclaim His “checkmate.”
The Lord does not process 200 million positions a second, and He does not think seventy-four moves
ahead. Rather, His powers are infinitely greater. God has already established the outcome in the counsels
of the heaven. The Lord will reign forever and ever. The truth is that not sitting at the table and even
challenge the Lord to any such match is wisdom. Anyone who attempts such a challenge has already
lost for there is no counsel against the Lord (Proverbs 21:30 )!
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More About
More About Daring
Everything Will Try To Kill You
Whether it was the Lewis and Clark expedition or the first moon landing, it is a fact that humans are
obsessed with conquering the unknown.
In 1865, Mount Everest was given its official name by the Royal Geographical Society and crowned as
Earth’s highest mountain with its peak at 8,848 meters above sea level. It was only a matter of time
before people started attempts to conquer this unforgiving mountain.
To this date, almost 4,000 people have successfully climbed Mount Everest but then there are also those
who have suffered a more horrifying fate. More than 200 corpses of climbers remain on the mountain,
some of which now serve as landmarks for those who continue with their efforts of achieving this
arduous feat. This goes on to prove that no matter how intelligent and advanced we become, mother
nature will always have the upper hand.
Literally everything on this peak will try to kill you. There are dangers of altitude sickness, extreme
weather and the wind, avalanche hazards and deadly icefalls. 66

The wickedness of Ahab may
not be appreciated without
knowing about some of the
actions of both Ahab and
Jezebel recorded after the
Battle on Mt. Carmel against
the prophets of Baal – the
recognized religious leaders by
Ahab, the King of Israel.
Ahab, along with his coconspirator Jezebel, had
Naboth accused of blasphemy
by false witnesses in order to
seize his vineyard.
Elĳah hide because Ahab and
Jezebel were wicked and vile
enemies of all that was righteous. Obadiah himself worked behind the scenes to protect
hundreds of other prophets from the hand of the king’s authorities. There was no lack of
desire or wicked workings to find a way to have any and all of God’s prophets killed – no
less Elĳah.
Is it not amazing that Elĳah was never found, seized, or killed midst all the events recorded
before and after Mt. Carmel – no less the ultimate killing of the prophets of Baal by God’s
people upon the astonishing revelation of God.
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More About
More About Proving Prayer
SOME YEARS AGO I got up one morning intending to have my hair cut in preparation for a visit to London, and
the first letter I opened made it clear I need not go to London. So I decided to put the haircut off too. But then there
began the most unaccountable little nagging in my mind, almost like a voice saying, “Get it cut all the same. Go
and get it cut.” In the end I could stand it no longer. I went. Now my barber at that time was a fellow Christian and
a man of many troubles whom my brother and I had sometimes been able to help. The moment I opened his shop
door he said, “Oh, I was praying you might come today.” And in fact if I had come a day or so later I should have
been of no use to him.
It awed me; it awes me still. But of course one cannot rigorously prove a causal connection between the barber’s
prayers and my visit. It might be telepathy. It might be accident.
I have stood by the bedside of a woman whose thighbone was eaten through with cancer and who had thriving
colonies of the disease in many other bones, as well. It took three people to move her in bed. The doctors predicted
a few months of life; the nurses (who often know better), a few weeks. A good man: laid his hands on her and
prayed. A year later the patient was walking (uphill, too, through rough woodland) and the man who took the last
X-ray photos was saying, “These bones are as solid as rock. It's miraculous.”
But once again there is no rigorous proof. Medicine, as all true doctors admit, is not an exact science. We need
not invoke the supernatural to explain the falsification of its prophecies. You need not, unless you choose, believe
in a causal connection between the prayers and the recovery.
The question then arises, “What sort of evidence would prove the efficacy of prayer?” The thing we pray for
may happen, but how can you ever know it was not going to happen anyway? Even if the thing were indisputably
miraculous it would not follow that the miracle had occurred because of your prayers. The answer surely is that a
compulsive empirical Proof such as we have in the sciences can never be attained.
Some things are proved by the unbroken uniformity of our experiences. The law of gravitation is established by
the fact that, in our experience, all bodies without exception obey it. Now even if all the things that people prayed
for happened, which they do not, this would not prove what Christians mean by the efficacy of prayer. For prayer is
request. The essence of request, as distinct from compulsion, is that it may or may not be granted. And if an
infinitely wise Being listens to the requests of finite and foolish creatures, of course He will sometimes grant and
sometimes refuse them. Invariable “success” in prayer would not prove the Christian doctrine at all. It would prove
something much more like magic—a power in certain human beings to control, or compel, the course of nature.
There are, no doubt, passages in the New Testament which may seem at first sight to promise an invariable
granting of our prayers. But that cannot be what they really mean. For in the very heart of the story we meet a
glaring instance to the contrary. In Gethsemane the holiest of all petitioners prayed three times that a certain cup
might pass from Him. It did not. After that the idea that prayer is recommended to us as a sort of infallible
gimmick may be dismissed.
Other things are proved not simply by experience but by those artificially contrived experiences which we call
experiments. Could this be done about prayer? I will pass over the objection that no Christian could take part in
such a project, because he has been forbidden it: “You must not try experiments on God, your Master.” Forbidden
or not, is the thing even possible?
I have seen it suggested that a team of people—the more the better—should agree to pray as hard as they knew
how, over a period of six weeks, for all the patients in Hospital A and none of those in Hospital B. Then you would
tot up the results and see if A had more cures and fewer deaths. And I suppose you would repeat the experiment at
various times and places so as to eliminate the influence of irrelevant factors.
The trouble is that I do not see how any real prayer could go on under such conditions. “Words without thoughts
never to heaven go,” says the King in Hamlet. Simply to say prayers is not to pray; otherwise a team of properly
trained parrots would serve as well as men for our experiment. You cannot pray for the recovery of the sick unless
the end you have in view is their recovery. But you can have no motive for desiring the recovery of all the patients
in one hospital and none of those in another. You are not doing it in order that suffering should be relieved; you are
doing it to find out what happens. The real purpose and the nominal purpose of your prayers are at variance. In
other words, whatever your tongue and teeth and knees may do, you are not praying. The experiment demands an
impossibility. 41
– C .S. Lewis
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Mountain Top Experiences Do Not
Protect Against New Lows
“And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which
belongeth unto Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into
the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree. And he requested for
himself that he might die, and said, It is enough! Now O Lord,
take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.”
(I Kings 19:3-4)
Nineteen ninety-six will be remembered as one
of the most tragic years in mountain climbing
history. The loss of twelve souls who sought to
conquer Mt. Everest has so marked it that. These
tragic deaths may have -- surely should have -irrevocably changed the fascination of taking on
one of these historic Everest expeditions.
Nevertheless, USA Today reported in 1997 that
inquiries for climbing the world's highest summit
actually rose!

More About
More About Everest
The peak of Mt. Everest is 29,028 feet above sea
level, approximately five miles into the sky.
Sir George Everest of India, a surveyor, officially
established its location and height.
Two airplanes first flew over Everest on April 13,
1936 The first successful expedition to the top
was conducted on

"Humans have an amazing ability to observe
others' misfortune and assume that it won't
happen to them," says the president of a leading
climbing school and guide service.

May 29, 1953 by Sir Edmund Hillary

What is even more shocking is that this rise in
interest to climbing Mount Everest came from
people who were even less, if not at all qualified.
Therefore, the applicants had to be steered to
lesser mountains and even encouraged to attend
first attend mountain-school programs.

As of May, 1996 629 individuals have reached
the top of Mt. Everest.

The article questions the wisdom of even
conducting such demanding expeditions to
mountains such as Everest, and then goes on to
make a shocking statement . . . .
"A guide cannot fulfill the normal guiding
role on Everest. At that altitude, it really
becomes every man for himself."
Exhaustion, lack of oxygen, and disorientation
have caused most men to ignore the welfare of

The night time temperatures go as low as -40
degrees Fahrenheit.
The wind-chill reaches -100 degrees Fahrenheit.

The general present cost of an expedition is
between $60,000 - $65,000
Before the 1996 disaster, 142 have died trying to
reach the peak.
Twelve climbers and five guides died in a
blizzard in May, 1996. Two of the world’s finest
were among them, Scott Fisher and Rob Hall.
Between 1990 and 1995 Hall put 39 climbers on
the summit.
A Nepal pilot twice landed with his little
helicopter on Mt. Everest to rescue climbers.
A military helicopter pilot land on Everest an
19,100 feet above sea level to rescue a Texas
climber.
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others, and those factors are peaking on the return trek. Therefore, most deaths have occurred on
the way back from rather than on the way to the summit.
The Lord served as Elĳah's guide to the top of one of highest mountains of the Old Testament -Mt. Carmel. Nevertheless, this Divine Guide never fails to fulfill the fullness of His guiding role.
Whether it be on the way to the top, or the way back down, The Lord safely guides such people as
Elĳah during the greatest challenges of Old Testament prophetic ministry.
Mountaintop can be times of great exuberance and uplift as we work our way through the hillsides
of routine and the pathways of daily responsibility. God, by His grace, gives us periods of great
hope and inspiration by bringing us to those great elevations to view challenging high sierras.
Who of us hasn't experienced great spiritual highs in our Christian life, beginning with the days of
our salvation! Mountaintop experiences are one of God's methods for giving us the renewed
strength we need to stand for Him and honor His name.
Elĳah is on one of those "top of the mountain" experiences -- physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. When the fire bolted out of the heavens and consumed the sacrifice, Jehovah showed
Himself as the God who hears and answers prayers of His servants, and specifically of His prophet
Elĳah. "There -- the Lord God is indeed the sovereign of this world and is an incredible miracleworking God who hears the prayers of His people prophet."
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The prophets of Baal have been defeated and destroyed.
God is God -- serve Him!
Elĳah now prays for the return of rain.
The servant of Elĳah sees a small cloud, and that is enough to assure Elĳah that his prayers
have been answered.
Black clouds begin filling the skies.
Elĳah's prayer has indeed ended the drought.
Ahab has run for his life back home to Jezreel.
Elĳah outruns Ahab to Jezreel (What is that about?)
The return of rain drenches everyone.
Ahab reports to Jezebel the terrible outcome of the
events of that day.

Ahab's report to Jezebel is totally absent of any positive
details or outcomes. It is a terrible news day, far different
than she had ever anticipated. It has been an unmitigated
disaster for the worshippers of Baal, its apostate king and
queen, and the continued apostate leadership of the
northern kingdom - Israel. Therefore, Jezebel sets out to do
what stubborn and harden sinners do when they are
defeated -- she moves into the world of irrationality and
absurdity. She seeks the life of Elĳah. She takes that step
with a self-assurance that vows that he will be dead within
the next twenty-four hours.
What happens to Elĳah after this mountain top experience
would never have been anticipated. If one were merely
reading through this account for the first time, the next
P - 148

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

series of verses would have been confusing
and startling. The most adroit purveyor of
humanity would not have expected to read
these verses.
After facing down 850 prophets of Baal and
King Ahab, and after a mighty and
miraculously demonstration of the power of
God before all the eyes of God's indecisive
people, Elĳah is found running from one
woman's wrath. Black clouds do not just fill
the sky, but the clouds of fear and doubt fill
Elĳah's mind and heart. As the mountain
climbers of Everest, Elĳah would find it much
harder to descend that mountain top experience
than he had found it to ascend! Exhaustion, a
lack of spiritual oxygen, and emotional
disorientation have all contributed to his
inability to find his way back down from the
highs of Mount Carmel.
The battle is now inside. The battleground has
moved from the exterior pinnacle of Mt.
Carmel, to the interior pathways of Elĳah's
heart. Elĳah has moved from the mountain top
thrills of victory to the valley of emotional
defeat. , He is no longer in control of himself.
He is no longer on the crest, but has found
himself in an earthly depression. We use the
word "depression" in different ways.
• It is used to refer to a financial collapse,
such as the Depression of 1930.
• It may refer to some weather
phenomena such as a tropical
depression. It is also used to describe a
mark on the carpet that may have been
left by a table leg.
• "Depression" speaks of a geographical
description of low-lying land.
• It is also a psychological term.
All uses of the word carry the same general
meaning. The term speaks of a direction that is
always down. It expresses a drop.
Elĳah has physically come down off of a great

More About
More About Depression
Strike Three — You’re Out?
The New York Times obituary pages reported
that he “was found yesterday in the garage of his
home in Endicott, NY. . .
He was 57. . . . The preliminary investigation
shows no obvious signs of foul play. “1
He “arranged his end carefully.
He waited until his sister had left to visit relatives
in Denver.
He took his dog, Billy, to a kennel and paid the
bill in advance.
He asked a hunting buddy, Ricky Stefano, 27, to
visit his home at 3 p.m. ‘to help him move things
in the garage’ on the day he planned to die.
In one of the several notes he left behind, (he)
apologized to Stefano for the ruse but explained
he wanted to spare his family the agony of
discovering the body.
In the garage, (he) had care- fully laid out his will,
tax forms and notes to relatives.”2
What a tragic account!
Who was he?
The person is well known to many Americans and
to all baseball lovers.
His name is Ron Luciano, past major league
umpire!
Ron Luciano was known for his flamboyant and
theatrical style.
Perhaps, we as Americans would engage in far
greater soul searching if the list of famous and
successful Americans who committed suicide were
published.
I also realize that too often, it seems like great
attention is paid to such tragic events only when it
involves national figures as Ron Luciano.
With the national suicide rate as high as it is, it is
not just the suicide of national personalities that
deserve the attention of Americans and whether it
is a well- known umpire like Luciano, or one of
our parents, children, relatives, or close friend, it
is just as tragic and painful.
Everyday, suicide is part of hundreds of families
across America.
Famous or ordinary, the pain is just as real and
intense for any family going through such a
valley. 46
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mountain of victory and has also come off a
spiritual high. He has dropped into an
emotional funk. He is now in a emotional
valley. A spiritual collapse has occurred. The
storm clouds have not only again begun
rolling over the countryside singling the end
of the drought, but the clouds have also
overcast God's glorious victory through one
of the greatest prophets of all Old Testament
history. Elĳah is spiritually walking down to
some of the lowest-lying ground of the soul.
Elĳah was struggling with spiritual
depression so intensely that he even looked
favorably on physical death.
Yes, even God's people can drop from the
high sierras of a glorious victory against evil
to the sinkhole of personal depression. God's
people can even contemplate suicide. Elĳah
was so irrational that he even sought
heavenly assisted suicide by asking the Lord
to help in his death, "O Lord, take away my
life." Praise the Lord that God does not
answer all of our "prayers."

Side-bar
Attorney Discouragement
William Jennings Bryan was one of America's
greats. He is generally known for the now famous
Scopes Trial where he defended creationism in
1925, in Dayton,Tennessee.
Bryan was the associate prosecutor in the trial of a
school teacher named John Thomas Scopes, who
had taught the biological theory of evolution to his
pupils in defiance of a state law prohibiting the
teaching of doctrines contrary to the Bible.
The famous American lawyer, Clarence Darrow,
was Scopes' defense attorney.
Scopes was found guilty.
"Inherit the Wind," was the cinema portrayal of that
famous trial which portrays Bryan as an ignorant
and intolerant prosecutor.
However, many may not know that Bryan was a
graduate of Illinois College, and Union College of
Law.
He was an American political leader, editor, and
lecturer, and well-known for his spell-binding
oratory (his famous speech, “Cross of Gold”).

By God's grace, Elĳah had not lost all of his
spiritual sensibilities. Elĳah had enough
spiritual wisdom left to call on God. In so
doing, Elĳah was blessed by a heavenly
response. The value of any past spiritual
development is that even when God's people
are in the slough of despair, they still have
some godly thinking and principles guiding
and directing them. One of the best things we
can do when we are depressed is to call on
God and then carefully examine our prayers.
We need to pause long enough to pray and
assess whether we are again thinking clearly.
Perhaps, the best prayer we can utter is,
"Lord, give us clarity of mind."

He served as a member of the United States House
of Representatives from Nebraska.

What seemingly is so very confusing is that
those who have reached great heights can
sink to such lows -- lows which allow one to
consider and even commit suicide. How often
do accounts of a well-known personality's
suicide reach the front pages of newspapers,
national magazines, and/or the evening news?

William Jennings Bryan experienced many
discouragements. One was his humiliating crossexamination at the Scopes trial by Clarence Darrow.

Three times he received the presidential
nomination.
The first time he was defeated in the election of the
Republican governor of Ohio, William McKinley.
He served as secretary of state in the Wilson
administration.
Bryan negotiated 30 treaties and lead such reforms
included woman suffrage, the national income tax,
popular election of United States senators, and
national prohibition.
He wrote two famous books, Heart to Heart
Appeals (1917) and The Bible and Its Enemies
(1921)

Some even attribute his sudden death to that
experience five days after the close of the Scopes
trial.
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We are often shocked and bewildered when those who have
seemingly succeeded so well in their field of endeavor, then
carry out such a deliberate end to their life. It would seem
that famous and wealthy individuals have far less reason to
sink into despair compared to the innumerable number of
Americans who struggle -- and who struggle in far more
significant ways. The question seemingly always lingers,
"Why would such an individual as _____ end their life?
They had seemingly 'succeeded' in life and living so very
well."
No matter how happy, or satisfied, or content one may seem
to appear on the outside, there are great internal battles that
many individuals face, both saved and lost. Even the closest
of friends may never, and usually do not, know about their
friend's lost love for life. It is often said by the closest of
friends or a spouse, "How little did I know about that
person's struggles." To varying degrees, many people are
able to communicate attitudes and feelings to those around
them, that are in no way reflective of how they truly feel
inside. Many, if not all people, can wear a mask that even
our most intimate friends do not and cannot see through.
I remember having the unique opportunity of attending a
fine arts performance while attending Bowling Green State
University, Ohio. It was a performance by Marcel Marceau,
world-renown mime! The only reason I was able to afford
the tickets was that they were already paid for by my
student activity fee. I thought, "Wow -- for once, I get
something for that activity fee, which no one knows what it
actually pays for!"
One of the many scenes portrayed by this world-famous
pantomimist was the putting on two different masks. As he
put on the one mask, his face completely changed to that of
a smiling clown. Then, as if the other mask were in his
opposite hand, he removed the one -- his face went naturalneutral -- and he then put on the other invisible mask. His
face instantly changed from a smile to that of a man in pain
and anguish. He continued to do that back and forth for a
number of times, giving the audience the time to see the
changes. He changed his whole facial qualities as he flipped
from one mask to another.
As he was having fun flipping back and forth from mask to
mask, something happened. The mask which depicted
happiness got stuck. He could not get it off. He tried to pry
off with all his might, and his body strained to pull it off.
But he could not pop it off as he had just seconds ago. His

More About
More About Marceau
Marceau, Marcel
(1923-present ),
was a born in
Strasbourg,
France and is the
most famous
mime in the
world.
In 1946 he enrolled at the School of
Dramatic Arts in Paris.
Throughout his life Marceau is
credited with having almost singlehandedly reviving the ancient art of
pantomime.
He is known for that famous mime
character Bip, a white-faced clown
clothed in culottes, a middy, and
wearing a battered top hat.
He is also well known for
performing a piece called “The
Butterfly" where Marceau vividly
calls upon all of his creative talent
to artfully portray a butterfly flitting
around a park.
He has since toured the U.S. many
times and appeared frequently on
television.
During WWII, Marceau joined the
French resistance of the Nazis
regime.
“He changed his last name from
Mangel to Marceau so that people
would not know that he was Jewish.
He led hundreds of Jewish children
from an orphanage in France to
safety in Switzerland. They
pretended they were going on
vacation, often disguised as boy
scouts. . . . His father died in the
concentration camp.”
– in “Monsieur Marceau,” by Linda
Schubert
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body was in anguish and fear as he labored, but his face was clothed with total happiness. As I
watched that from a Christian's vantage, I thought how that scene pictured many lost people.
There may be a smile on the face while there is much pain in the heart.
We are so very complex. Perhaps, we do not even know ourselves very well. After the Lord
describes the human heart in Jeremiah 17:9, the question is asked, "Who can know it?" The
answer is stated in the following verse, "I, the Lord, search the heart." Only God knows us
comprehensively and exhaustively. As scripture states . . . All that we are is open and naked before
Him -- not always us or others -- with Whom we have to deal! God knows our uprisings and our
down sittings, times of laugher, and times of weeping, times we get, and times of great loss
(Ecclesiastes 3:6). We may believe that we will never experience those spiritual and emotional
lows of life, but only God knows the truth about us and the days of our lives.
While God's people may not be exempt from
succumbing to depression, surely people who do not
have a Savior have a greater possibility of falling into
depression. Depression, which comes from seeking
satisfaction from a world that was never designed to
satisfy. Let us never forget that God never created a
world that could meet the needs of the human heart. If
the world, or the things of the world, could replace Jesus,
then the world would not need the Lord. As the Lord
clearly stated, "What shall it profit a man, if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul." The most significant part of losing one's own soul is being
separated from our Creator for all of eternity.

God Never Created A
World That Could Satisfy
The Longings Of Our
Hearts. If He Did, They
We Would Not Need
Jesus, His Son.

Nevertheless, the truth is, "past-mountain-top-experiences" do not insulate any of God's people
from the possibility of experiencing entirely new spiritual and emotional lows. There is no such
thing as attaining a level of worldly or spiritual accomplishment and never again having to
experience those past lower rungs on the ladder of life and living. It is always sobering to read
about great men of faith, courage, and strength, who, after fighting great battles, later flee from
lesser -- take unless you fall!
✔ By faith, Abraham was able to follow the call of God out of the land of Ur of the Chaldeans.
✔ Abraham had no godly heritage that equipped him for such an act of faith. There were no
godly parents or grandparents.
✔ There were no brothers or sisters that made it easier for Abraham to follow the call of God.
✔ Abraham was an idolater, as was his father, Terah.
✔ Abraham didn't even have the story of Abraham, or the book of Genesis, to guide his
decision.
Nevertheless, Abraham, in a great act of faith, left his father's home and kindred and went to a
land that God said He would show him. Yet, later in Abraham's life, he struggled with fear as he
sojourned in the land of Egypt during a time of famine. He acted so selfishly that he schemed with
his wife and identified her as his half-sister. He planned this scheme and put his wife at risk all to
save his own neck.
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More About
More About Progress In A Straight Line

✔ David was the seventh son of Jesse, a mere
keeper of his father’s sheep, yet selected and
anointed the coming king of Israel
✔ The defender of the lambs against both a lion
and a bear.
✔ The bare-handed delivery of a lamb from the
lion’s mouth.
✔ A providential delivery-boy of his father, where
he first witnessed the paralyzing fears of all the
military men of Israel concerning Goliath –
“Have you seen the man?”
✔ The singularly volunteer to offer to stand up
against Goliath.
✔ The proclaimer, before all of Israel, that "And
all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth
not with sword and spear; for the battle is the
Lord's, and he will give you into our hands."

There are approximately 20 million people who
are in drug and alcohol rehabilitation today. 4%
of of the American populations are between the
ages of 12-17 – 992,000. 1 million are seniors –
65 or older.
Many are there for the second, third, fourth, and
fifth time. The estimated relapse rate is between
40%-60%. Why? Because progress isn’t always in
a straight line. 47
Progress isn’t always a straight line. . . . Some
days things click and it feels like you gained
yardage, on others it feels like you took a step
back. Sometimes things just stand still. I am here
to tell you that’s all normal, and is a pretty typical
path during recovery, it has twists and turns for
everyone.
A stop sign on the road, or a left turn you weren’t
expecting may seem like you have been thrown
off course….but it may be exactly what you need
to make steady progress toward the top. 48

✔ The slayer of Goliath, by one smooth stone.
✔ The decapitator of Goliath with Goliath’s own
sword!
Nevertheless, only chapters later, David finds himself
running from a mouse like Saul. David fearfully flees
from Saul to the city of Nob, a city of priests and their
families. Saul's henchman, chief of the herdsmen,
Doeg, saw David there and reported it to King Saul.
David knew that Doeg would report him (I Samuel
22:22) and that he must quickly flee to another city.
Before David left the city of Nob, he requested a
weapon. Ahimelech, the priest, told David, "The sword
of Goliath, the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the
valley of Elah, behold, it is here, wrapped in a cloth,
behind the ephod." David takes it and flees out of fear.

“The possession of the law is a blessing,
because its authoritative voice ends the
weary quest after some reliable guide to
conduct, and we need neither try to climb
to heaven, nor to traverse the wide world
and cross the ocean, to find certitude and
enlightenment enough for our need. They
err who think of God's commandments as
grievous burdens; they are merciful guideposts. They do not so much lay weights on
our backs as give light to our eyes.” –
Alexander Maclaren

If this were a modern-day film on the life of David, as
David was overcome with fear, now being handed the
sword of Goliath, surely the producers would include a
flashback scene. A Flashback of that great battle with
Goliath as David. David would come to his senses as
he recalled the greatness of God and the glory of that
day. Certainly, David would have been lifted and
steeled by his memories of that day of battle. As he
held the awesome sword of Goliath in his hands,
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which he had used to cut off Goliath's head, undoubtedly, David's faith would be strengthened,
and he would refuse to act like a frightened puppy.
However, the mountain top experience of facing down Goliath did not prevent David from sinking
down to the level of finally acting like a madman before the servants of Achish, king of Gath, to
save his life. Even though . . . .
Yet, David could not recall enough of God's grace and blessings to steel his faith when facing a far
lesser danger - Saul.
Elĳah was facing the wrath of Queen Jezebel, but this fight in the valley of Jezreel is not worthy of
being compared to his grand confrontation on Mt. Carmel. The reader almost wants to jump into
the account and shake Elĳah, challenging him to remember all that has occurred . . . . .
"Elĳah, remember your mocking words, which defined what a prayer-answering God is
like. Jehovah is the God of Abraham and Isaac. The Lord has a covenant relationship with
His people!"

Mountaintop experiences
do not protect any of God's people,
if not the greatest saints,
from new lows!
It would be gratifying to believe that the progression line our Christian maturity was in a straight
line slanted ever upwards, even if the incline was not remarkably sharp. However, such is not a
biblical principle or a demonstrable reality. Christian maturity is not even indisputably represented
by a series of stair steps that proceed ever upward and marked by plateaus. The Christian's
"maturity graph" may be represented more by a roller-coaster pattern. Even though our path of
maturity may reach new heights, it also touches and may well exceed past lows. We may attain
new and significant successes in our Christian experience, but we are not exempt from reliving
past failures. Christian growth may reflect that descriptive phrase, "Two steps forward, one step
back."
Perhaps you have operated a hand-crank or a "comealong." The handle is attached to a take-up spool, which
is fastened to a large-toothed outer gear. As one cranks
the handle, a cable is wrapped around the spool, and
heavy objects can be raised or pulled. The operator is
leveraging an object, such as a boat onto a trailer, or a
car engine into the air, by the "spool-pulley." Usually,
the toothed gear clicks as it passes a small spring-loaded
lever that rests against it. As the teeth of the gear pass
the lever, the lever drops into the next tooth, which
prevents the spool from unwinding were one to let go of
the handle.

“Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”
– Matthew 11:20-30 –
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The Christian life is missing that spring-loaded lever.
Keep Cranking & Don’t Let Go Of The Handle!
As we continue to pull against the world and reach new heights, we must never let go of the
handle because it has the potential of spinning us backward.
There is no spring-loaded spiritual lever that locks us into a
level of Christian living and prevents us from unraveling.
There are no assurances against unwinding back down to past
spiritual lows. We must always be holding onto the handle of
Christian living by applying the pressure of Bible reading,
prayer, Christian fellowship, etc. -- if we are going to prevent
the loss of hard-fought spiritual ground.
The Christian life is one of expending constant energy to
maintain our spiritual altitude. There is no such thing as
turning off the turbojets once we have reached cursing altitude and speed. There is a constant pull
down as long as we are living in this world, which is no friend to Christian grace or growth.
Neither can we turn on the autopilot and think that somehow the Christian life will direct itself
once pointed in the right direction. It takes energy and effort to resist the downward pull of this
world as well as a constant direction correction to keep us from not going to far right or too far left
(cp. Proverbs 4:27) as the winds of temptation seek to blow us off course.

Another reason for the prophet’s depression was, no doubt, his intense love to God, and his
grievous disappointment with the people. He had hoped that the test he had proposed would
decide the great question. “If Jehovah be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.” He
had staked everything upon that one issue, “The God that answereth by fire, let him be God;”
and he had proved to a demonstration that Jehovah was God. Israel ought to have renewed
her covenant, and to have returned to the God of her fathers there and then; but that wicked
woman Jezebel had power over the people, and as long as she ruled the court, and the court
ruled the nation, the cause of God could not come to the front. Elĳah could not endure that;
and I think that the heaviest sorrows to a really gracious heart are the sins of the times, the
transgressions of the multitude, the national sins that bite like asps into an earnest soul,
especially if you have done something, or have seen it done by others, which ought to have
ended the discussion, and settled the matter once for all. Sometimes, when we have trusted in
God, and he has wrought a great deliverance; and when this has been done before the eyes of
men who, if it had not been wrought, would have denied God’s existence or power, we have
been disappointed to find that they did not candidly go the other way, and say, “Since God
has done this, we are bound to admit that there is power in prayer, and that God’s promises in
the Scriptures are not a dead letter.” No, my brethren, they would not be convinced, even
though God should rend the azure sky, and put out his own right hand visibly before them;
they would still say, “There is no God,” and they would talk of the phenomenon which they
had seen, and, no doubt, interpret it upon some natural or scientific principles so as to fritter
the whole thing away. This kind of conduct eats into a godly man’s spirit, and there is not
much cause to wonder that he, who could say, “I have been very jealous for the Lord God of
hosts,” should find himself in such a state of heart that he steals right away into the
wilderness, and never wants to see anybody again. – Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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His complaint is not to be wondered at, though it was wrong. The very overstrain of the
scene on Carmel brought reaction. The height of the crest of one wave measures the depth of
the trough of the next, and no mortal spirit can keep itself at the sublime elevation reached
by Elĳah when alone he fronted and converted a nation. The supposed necessity for flight,
coming so immediately after apparent victory, showed him how hollow the change in the
people was. What had become of all the fervency of their shout, 'The Lord, He is the God!' if
they could leave Jezebel the power to carry out her threat? Solitude and the awful desert
increased his gloom. The strong man had become weak, and it was ebb-tide with him. His
prayer was petulant, impatient, presumptuous. What right had he to settle what was 'enough'?
If he really wished to die, he could have found death at Jezreel, and had no need to travel a
hundred miles to seek a grave. He was weary of his
work, and profoundly disappointed by what he hastily concluded was its failure, and in a fit
of faithless despondency he forgot reverence, submission, and obedience.
If Elĳah can become weak, and his courage die out, and his zeal become torpid apathy and
cowardly wish to shuffle off responsibility and shirk work, who shall stand? The lessons of
self-distrust, of the nearness to one another of the most opposite emotions in our weak
natures, of the depth of gloom into which the boldest and brightest servant of God may fall
as soon as he loses hold of God's hand, never had a more striking instance to point them than
that mighty prophet, sitting huddled together in utter despondency below the solitary bush,
praying his foolish prayer for death.
The meal to which an angel twice waked him was God's answer to his prayer, telling him
both that his life was still needful and that God cared for him. Perhaps one of Elĳah's reasons
for taking to the desert was the thought that he might starve there, and so find death. At all
events, God for the third time miraculously provides his food. The ravens, the widow of
Zarephath, an angel, were his caterers; and, instead of taking away his life, God Himself
sends the bread and water to preserve it. The revelation of a watchful, tender Providence
often rebukes gloomy unbelief and shames us back to faith. We are not told whether the
journey to Horeb was commanded, or, like the flight from Jezreel, was Elĳah's own doing;
but, in any case, he must have wandered in the desert, to have taken forty days to reach it.
– Alexander Maclaren
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Spiritual Depression Is
Not A Mark Of Ungodliness
“And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which
belongeth unto Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into
the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree. And he requested for
himself that he might die, and said, It is enough! Now O Lord, take away my life; for I
am not better than my fathers.”
(I Kings 19:3-4)
A new national memorial was dedicated October 3, 1996, to
the memory of Franklin Delanor Roosevelt. Controversy
surrounded the nature of the memorial statue. Should they
portray F.D.R. in a wheelchair?
The newspapers revealed that more than 35,000
photographs were taken of him and only two shots of him in
a wheelchair. In fact, F.D.R. never even discussed his
paralysis with his mother, no less the electorate. Roosevelt's
paralysis caused times of personal depression,
discouragement, and frustration.
His life was a physical triumph over one of the greatest
challenges of life. For ten years, he had fought a persevering
fight to regain the use of his paralyzed legs. Roosevelt did
learn to walk without his braces, a crutch, a cane, or
assistance for fifteen steps. His indomitable spirit is seen in
his words to others facing similar physical challenges (Time
mag 1932 man of the year) . . . .
"We've shown that we people here have determined to get
over the small physical handicaps which after all don't
amount to a hill of beans."
However, during some of the worst days of his infirmity,
Roosevelt was surprisingly buoyant. Roosevelt never
brought attention to his disability because he was not a man
given to self-pity, and he lived in an age when seeking pity
was not in vogue. Opportunities for self-pity will come into
the life of most everyone, given enough life experiences.
However, chronic self-pity is another debilitating disease
that can cause another form of paralysis. Perhaps his
dogged determination to surmount his disability and his
refusal to accept self-pity revealed the presence of character
traits that made him the great president he was.

More About
More About F.D.R.
Recovery From The Depression
Governor of New York (19291932)
The 32nd President of the United
States (1933-1945).
Known for promising a "New
Deal" for the American people in
the 1932 election.
Roosevelt saw New York through
the 1929 Depression and the nation
through WWII.
In August 1921 tragically
Roosevelt contracted poliomyelitis,
more commonly called polio or
infantile paralysis. Roosevelt
launched the March of Dimes.
Numerous specialists were unable
to provide sufficient medical
healing and Roosevelt spent most
of his day in a wheelchair. He
generally never again walked
without leg braces and a canes.
He was the only United States
President to be reelected four times
(1932, 1936, 1940, and 1944).
The 1932 TIME magazine “Man of
the Year”
Famous quote, "Let me assert my
firm belief that the only thing we
have to fear is fear itself.”
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Few, if any honest saints, would claim that he or she has never been emotionally down. No one
needs to feel inferior or guilty because he or she cannot make that bold claim. Fortunately, there
are accounts of great saints who have experienced spiritual depression, and their experiences give
us relief from the feelings of second-class Christianity. More than that, their experiences give us
the ability to identify the causes of spiritual depression.
Part of our recovery from spiritual depression is being able to identify with clear self-awareness,
what is really happening to us. We need to be able to diagnose correctly what is taking place,
emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually, if we are going to defeat depression and regain our
spiritual footing.
There is a “spiritual friction” that exerts its influence during times of great victory. The victory
was not without a cost. There was a large expenditure of energy to be victorious. That
expenditure included overcoming a lot of friction, which drags us down, and own even to the
point of emotional depression.
Elĳah's experience gives us solid insights into the symptoms of spiritual depression. There are
distinct flags that will indicate that we are spiritually depressed.
Flag #1 — Talk of Quitting:
Elĳah said, "It is enough." Even though Elĳah experienced great victory, he was
tired of fighting, and he wanted to wave the white flag of surrender. To Elĳah's,
waging yet another war was out of the question. Elĳah wanted to quite as God's
chosen national prophet to the northern kingdom. Elĳah was willing to opt for
resignation, rather than entertain the thought of beginning a new war against
Queen Jezebel. Elĳah was fully aware that she had vowed to end his life. Elĳah's
words reveal that he was tired of dealing with these evil individuals who
seemingly never let up. Not to mention, he was tired of trying to move the hearts
of God's people who required overwhelming evidence before they would stand
for Jehovah.
As if in a boxing match, when a boxer has taken a beating, Elĳah was ready to throw in his
towel. He was not going to face these kinds of exhausting matches one more time. Let someone
else step into the ring and fight for the greatness and glory of Jehovah. "It is enough!"
Great victory does not mean that the demands of the battle do not weary the leaders. Battles can
be so demanding that even the energy, which comes through the adrenaline of triumph, can be
quickly depleted. Victory does not necessarily continue to recharge the spiritual batteries to
adequate levels of energy. At times, the expenditure exceeds the benefits.
While there is an accrued tax benefit to those, who place money into this-or-that tax-exempt
account, that does not alter the fact that money must be expended. Likewise, even though there is
a realized emotional benefit that comes with victory, the fact still remains that those like Elĳah
have expended much energy in procuring that victory. Great victory, more often than not,
requires great battles. All battles sap energy. And great battles often sap great energy. Battles, all
battles, sap physical and emotional energy, leaving us open to the real possibility of spiritual
depression.
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That famous coach, Vince Lombardi, in his pep talks
to the team, would often say, "You've got to give
everything you've got, on every play, because any
single play can determine the outcome of the entire
game." Then Lombardi would challenge them with
his often-repeated axiom, "Fatigue makes cowards of
us all. 49
It is no different in the Christian life. Exhaustion
makes cowards of us all. When we start talking of
giving up, mark it down, let a flag go up, we are
experiencing spiritual depression that may indeed
find its source in simple physical depletion.
If we think about victory, I believe that we will
comprehend why valleys usually follow great
heights. Great heights usually mean the expending of
much energy. Climbing mountains consumes strength
and thereby exhausts energy. The more exhaustion
we experience, the more we feel like quitting. We
should not think it strange that great heights are
succeeded by pure and simple lows.
Add to that the fact, staying on the mountaintop is
impossible because a mountaintop experience is
exactly that, an experience that stands above the
routine and responsibilities of life. Eventually, we
will and must come down. We are destined to come
back down into the real world and carry out the
commonplace demands of life.
There is a natural depletion of spiritual energy which
accompanies the Christian walk. Maybe we could
call it, the first law of “spiritual-dynamics.”
Peter, James, and John would have liked to stay on
the mountaintop, but that was not God's design. Bible
conferences, even on the mountain of transfiguration
with two great prophets of old, must come to an end.
How fascinating that the mountaintop experience of
Peter, James, and John was with two great prophets,
one of which was Elĳah. Nevertheless, they had to
come back down into the fallen world, our world (cp.
Matthew 17:1-9).
When we do come back down into the real world of
life and living, a comparative recall may well take
place, contrasting where we were and where we are.

More About
More About Energy & Friction
The first law of
thermodynamics,
is called the law
of conservation
of energy –
“energy can
never be created
or destroyed, it
is only
transferred from
one form to
another. It can
neither increase
or decrease.
Have you seen
those advertisement which promise “free
endless energy” through “perpetual
motion.”
The attraction to such an idea, is that
logically it may well sound possible. But
it is not!
-----“There are many designs on the internet
that claim to be working designs for
perpetual motion machines. If you look at
those designs, it’s not too farfetched to
think that some of those machines could
(if engineered correctly) move without
stopping. And if we could do this, the
implications would be staggering. We
would essentially have an eternal source
of energy. More than that, it would be free
energy.
Unfortunately, thanks to the fundamental
physics of our universe, perpetual motion
machines are impossible.”
What is typically not taken into account is
that some energy is always being lost
through friction and/or therefore heat.
Since at least the days of Leonardo Da
Vinci was fascinated by the idea of
perpetual motion, and seemingly that
fascination has not diminished among
many an amateur “scientist.” 50
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That contrast between great heights and the
routines and responsibilities of life can also
contribute to our emotional state. Conscious or
even unconscious awareness of those extremes
may place us where we ought not be, in the
emotional valley of depression.
Like an airplane, Elĳah had the additional weight
of facing Queen Jezebel "on loaded." Add to that
the "drag" caused by the feeling that such battles
will only keep multiplying. Both caused him to
decelerate fast and drop suddenly. We must brace
ourselves after great battles that have lead us to
new and great spiritual highs because we cannot
stay up forever. The next day we may face a
rapid descent that is typically characterized by
talk about quitting.
Flag #2 — Inconsistency:
Elĳah requested "that he might
die." As many have noted and is
obvious to the reader -- How
ironical that Elĳah is running for
his life from Jezebel while at the
same time requesting that he
might die. All that Elĳah needed
to do to die was to stop running.
Jezebel boasted that she would
have his life in twenty-four hours
and would have gladly accommodated him. He
only needs to make himself available, instead of
running from her wrath. When we lose our
emotional, psychological, and/or spiritual
balance, we become irrational and uneven in our
thinking. Perhaps you have heard someone say,
or you have said yourself, "They are not even
speaking/thinking straight."
When people are depressed, they do not see the
options that they truly have. Worse yet, some can
only see the dangerous options that they should
not even consider. During times of
discouragement and "depression," it is not wise
to make any serious decisions or to take
meaningful action. In fact, it may not even be a
great time to pray. For like Elĳah, God's people
may ask God to do things that are positively
foolish because their prayers may well be the
result of muddled thinking. Wise prayer demands

More About
More About Aerodynamic Lift
There are four forces are operating on an
airplane:
• thrust,
• drag,
• lift,
• weight.
When the engines' forward thrust is greater than
the friction of drag, an airplane will accelerate.
When the wing’s lift is greater than the weight
of the airplane, the plane will climb.
The antithesis is that when drag and weight
exceed the thrust and lift, the airplane is
destined to crash.
It takes both a forward thrust and the lift of the
wings to navigate and fly.
Planes crash because they lost lift, or when they
are overloaded, carrying far too much weight.
There are numerous accounts of airplanes that
where carrying far more weight that the pilot
realized. After an investigation, it is found that
the airplane did not realize that the weight of
the fuel, the number of passengers, and the
luggage was far more than the airplane was
designed to lift off of the ground.
Other accounts of air disasters are related to a
loss of lift. The wings were no longer
positioned to allow for the aerodynamic law of
lift to push and suck the wing upward.
Destined to crash. . . . because gravity and
friction was dragging the airplane down, and/or
there was lift being exerted on the wings.
Likewise, when both forward thrust is
greater than drag, and upward lift is greater
than the weight the Christian will accelerate
and climb.
When both weight and drag increase beyond
lift and thrust ,the Christian will decelerate
and ultimately crash.
There is no “lift” in the Christian life
without the constant thrust of spiritual
truths which drive our minds and hearts to
move forward.
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clear sight and clear thinking. If we are going to pray for anything, we ought to ask for exactly
that, clear-sightedness.
The truth was that it was never God's will to allow Elĳah to be killed by the wicked hand of a
Jezebel. No command of Jezebel, or any potentate of this world, could have overruled God's plan
and program for Elĳah's life. God's plan was far removed from Elĳah's request to die. Incredibly,
Elĳah was that unique Old Testament saint who rode to heaven on a flaming chariot! Elĳah
would not only not die by an act of "Jezebelian homicide," but he would not even go through the
doors of temporal death. In a short period of time, he would be that single individual -- unless
one includes Enoch in their list -- that was supernaturally raptured in a whirlwind -- don't know if
he was actually in that chariot of fire (II Kings 2:11).
How different our prayers can be from what God has
Sin Is Irrational.
actually planned for us. That is why praying it in times
of depression is not wise unless we, first of all, pray for
The Further One Gets
clear-sightedness and wisdom. Elĳah's depression did
not allow him to see through the threats of Jezebel.
Away From God, The
Elĳah should have read the situation with far more
More Irrational Is The
clarity. The fact that Jezebel sent a messenger unto
Elĳah, and did not send a band of soldiers, should have
Thinking.
revealed that Jezebel was only the "Israel's loudmouth,"
seeking to intimidate him. She never even tried to have
Elĳah killed as she swore in her wrath. Spiritual depression can confound our clear thinking.
What ought to be transparent becomes imperceptible to human and discouraged eyes. It is when
we are spiritually depressed and exhausted that we are often in a mental fog that produces
inconsistencies of thought and action.
Inconsistent and muddled thinking marks spiritual decline and depression. People, and even
God's people, can and do, become irrational when they get away from thinking like God. The
further we get away from God's plan and program, the more irrational and gloomy our thinking
becomes. That is true both nationally and personally. Sin is irrational, and sinful paths are dark
and confusing (cp. Proverbs 4:18-19).
The prime example of this principle is found in Satan himself. At one moment in time, Satan is
seeking to stop Jesus from going to the cross (Matthew 16:21-23). At another moment, Satan is
energizing Judas to betray the Lord, which would ultimately lead to the crucifixion of Jesus (John
13:27). Which is it? Is Peter representing Satan's desire to prevent Jesus from ever going to the
cross and becoming the sacrifice for man's sins, or is Satan seeking the demise of Jesus through
betrayal?
American society and law represent the same irrationality and inconsistency.
At one moment, national leaders pass legislation to protect endangers animals, while at the
same time, it does not protect the most endangered of all living beings, the unborn child.
Congress cannot control the crisis of alcoholism, and yet it speaks about legalizing various
drugs that are far more addicting!
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More About
More About The Fog Of War
Have you heard the phrase – “The Fog Of War?” It is typically used to refer to the fact that there are
actions taken in times of war that may be undesirable, but happen because war is “messy,” there is a fog
which does not permit all activities and actions to be seen clearly.
The “fog of war” speaks of the uncertainty of all actions. There is an overcast, a morning twilight,
which makes decisions and actions seem unclear and different than they are. It is like walking through
a cemetery in the early morning light and fog. Things which were not there, seemed there.
In war, and at times in life, there is fog, twilight mornings where one cannot make out the spiritual
terrain, the true and real “geographical conditions” or lay of the land.
That is why it is necessary to seek counsel, an outside vantage of what has happened, what is
happening, what the path forward looks like. Because, there is a fog which accompanies great trials,
and even which follows great victory.

The government attaches tobacco as a harmful drug, while alcohol kills more people every
year on the nation's highways.
Doctors warn about the dangers of artificial food additives while at the same time, it collects
taxes off of the sale of alcohol and tobacco.
This irrationality is even seen on the pages of America's magazines and newspapers. Over the
years, I have read articles in major magazines concerning alcoholism in American life, and
juxtapositioned on the opposing page was an advertisement promoting a particular brand of
liquor. That is precisely what happens when you get away from God and His plan and program.
Such irrational thinking ought to flag God's people, and also Americans, that we have lost the
clarity that following God always provides.
The reason we behave the way we do is because we think the way we do. When our thinking is
irrational, our behavior follows that same path. Bible truth is meant to stabilize our thinking, so
we do not panic and travel inconsistent directions. Elĳah is running and stumbling because he is
not thinking biblically. Proverbs 4 reveals the stabilizing character of Bible truth. It will preserve
and keep us (vs. 6); it will keep us in the right path (vs. 11); it will stabilize our steps when we
walk and stop us from stumbling when we run. There will be times when the pressure is on, and
our emotions call upon us to "run," but we do not need to stumble as the demands of life cause us
to pick up speed. We need to "take fast hold of instruction" and "let her not go," for she is our life
(vs. 13)!
Flag #3 — Comparative Thinking:
"I am not better than my fathers" was a mistaken, depreciating comparison. If
Elĳah was comparing himself with his hereditary fathers, he is seriously
depreciating himself and his work. What father, grandfather, or any other father
of Elĳah faced anything like the battle on Mt. Carmel. More likely, Elĳah was
comparing himself with his prophetic fathers, whom God also used in Israel's
history.
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Elĳah felt that he was no better in displaying God's power and accomplishing the task of turning
around Israel than the godly prophets who lived before him. If we were counseling Elĳah, we
might say, "That is not true, Elĳah! You are one of Israel's great prophets!" But that points out the
need for perspective. Perspective takes time, and we who know far more of the whole story have
a much better perspective. That is also why many comparisons are inaccurate, because they lack
the time necessary to accurately make them -- in some cases not until eternity (II Corinthians
4:17).
Few of God's prophets ever brought an entire nation to its knees by their personal prayers (James
2:17-18). It was the momentous famine that forced God's people to face the issue squarely, "Who
is God." What other biblical figure came close to changing the weather patterns of a nation, for
years, through prayer? It must stand as ONE of the most remarkable examples of the power of
prayer in biblical and/or secular history (George Mueller?)
Perhaps, the only past biblical leader that one could compare with Elĳah, and commanded a
battle similar to that on Mt. Carmel, would have been Moses. Moses faced-down the potentate of
his day, Pharaoh, as did Elĳah in facing Ahab and now Jezebel! Moses called down curses on
Egypt. Moses brought a nation to utter confusion and consternation by the plagues and, finally,
the death of all the first-born. He brought Egypt's military greatness to the brink of the Red Sea
and thereby to the brink of extinction.

Our Evaluation Of Our
Role In Ministry Ought
Always Be Suspect,
– Plus & Minus -Elĳah Would Never Have
Imagined How He Would
Be Spoken Of By Jesus!

Israel did not turn around, as Elĳah hoped. Yet, under
any other of the prophets, God's people were equally a
great or greater disappointment. How could Elĳah see
his ministry as comparative to his fathers, and/or no
better than the other prophets which God used in the life
of Israel? Even if Elĳah were only equal to his
prophetic fathers, that was still no reason for such selfdepreciation, since God's prophets accomplished great
things for the kingdom! At best, Elĳah cheapened the
great works of his fathers as he devalued himself.
Depreciating comparisons are a flag of spiritual
depression, and such comparisons will always breed
greater despondency.

Have you heard the words of those who are downcast?
"My brother or sister is better than me."
"How come I can't land those kind of jobs?"
"Their house - car - living conditions are so much better than ours."
"Last year's ministry accomplished more than this year."
"The previous Sunday school class teacher did a better job than I am doing."
"Pastor-so-in-so's" church just continues to grow, and we are stalled."
Such comparisons often come from those who cannot see that they are spiritually depressed.
More than likely, they have exaggerated the negative facts, lost their perspective, forgot their
successes, and even mentally dismissed some of the great achievements that were accomplished.
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Most states are small compared with the state of Alaska (615,230 square miles), but if you
are driving across Montana (545 miles from east to west), such comparisons do not
amount to much after ten hours of driving.
The sun is a small star compared with most of the stars in our universe, but on a sweltering
summer day, such comparisons do not really matter.
The earthquake that struck Los Angeles was a moderate quake (6.7) compared with the
Alaskan earthquake of 1964 (9.2). Still, if you lived in Los Angeles on January 17, 1994,
such a comparison was totally irrelevant!
Witnessing the opening of the Red Sea, by millions upon millions of God's people, may have
been tremendous. Still, it was an equally awesome day on Mt. Carmel when Elĳah defeated the
false prophets of Baal and God displayed His glory in the eyes of God's people! Comparisons
can lessen the greatness of the present reality, and the result may be a loss of a practical
perspective. Any such comparisons to other examples of God's powers can only mistakenly
detracts from what He is doing in and through us!
Not only did Elĳah fall into the trap of depreciating comparisons, but he also fell into the pit of
unreal expectations. Although he prayed and called down the hottest of fires that consumed the
sacrifice and the entire stone altar, he still expected to accomplish more by this grand
demonstration of God's power! Elĳah's hangup was that he mistakenly expected this grand
demonstration of God's power to turn all of Israel around. He hoped that he would have
accomplished much more good.
All that Elĳah accomplished had to be visible to his eyes. All that is achieved does not have
to be able to be seen by human eyes. Elĳah envisioned that he was possessed with greater
powers than the greatest men have any right to expect. He not only failed to realize that all
men are limited in what they can do in this fallen world.
But he also forgot that God's work is God's work. Not
all that we think should happen, or could have
happened, will necessarily be what God planned
happening. Achievement and effectiveness are God's
realms of responsibility and activity. Beyond that, all
that is achieved in our lifetime does not have to be seen
in our lifetime. God accomplishes far more through our
lifetime of work by working in the lives of those who
live in yet another generation. Just read the Lord's
genealogy in Matthew and Luke.

It Is The Glory Of God To
Hide A Matter, And The
Glory To Man To Figure
It Out – And Men Have
Realized That They Are
Not Very Good At
Displaying That Glory.

When we serve the Lord, we may believe that we can
do what others have not done. We may even take upon ourselves what only God Himself can
accomplish. In some situations, we can accomplish much, and yet in another, we can do so very
little. We may fail where another has powerfully succeeded. We may partially succeed where
another utterly fails. We can only do our best, but we must do our best!
Nevertheless, we must let God be the sole means of evaluating our perceived successes and our
perceived failures. Whether a prophet, such as Elĳah, living in Old Testament days, or whether
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God's servant today, all of us must never let failure or success so sway our emotional state that
we find ourselves sliding into either depression or self-worship. We are called upon to carry out
the tasks faithfully that God has awarded us to the best of our God-given talents.
Flag #4 — Physical Exhaustion:
When confronting the prophets of Baal during the hours granted them to see if
they could call down fire, Elĳah was not resting on a rock, taking his ease. He
was provoking the false prophets, and he was personally taxed by the stress and
strain of this emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually charged challenge.
Often the emotional stress of ministry depletes our physical energies. God, the
world's grand Structural Engineer, designed us in such a way that we are limited
in how much physical depletion we can bear over time.
Structural engineers are specialists who have learned to apply science to the
behavior of materials, thus making it possible to determine the amounts of stress a particular
substance can bear. Structural engineers also know how to give materials additional strength
through design. Structural materials can gain additional strength by the use of geometric
configurations -- such as triangulation.
In contrast to the structural designs and materials used in physical construction, our strength is
quickly dissipated over time. We are limited to how much stress we can bear over time. As we
approach the passing of twenty-four hours or the passing of eight hours since our last meal, the
physical stress begins bending our frame to the breaking point. Unlike a roof rafter or floor joist,
rest and sleep give us renewed strength to bear up under the burden.

More About
More About The Friction Of War
Karl Von Clausewitz, in his book, “On War,” speaks about the “friction of war.” – the random and
unpredictable events within a given conflict that cannot be foreseen.
He states that there is always a “friction” in war that causes the plans to slow or bog down. For
example . . .
•a rainy day that makes it difficult to move the artillery
•a sickness which lessens the troop’s strength
•a overcast day which makes flying and targeting more difficult
•the breakdown and repair of equipment
•the unanticipated movement of the enemy
The “friction” must be overcome if one is going to successfully undertake the war.
Likewise, there is spiritual friction when it comes to successfully living the Christian life.
•a rainy day with no rainy day fund
•the unexpected or even death of a family member
•a overcast family disappointment
•the breakdown and repair of a relationship
•the unanticipated movement of the “enemy”
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K-rations, T-Rations, MREs -- as they call them -- are all a vital part of army life because there
are times that are so demanding during which a "home-cooked meal" cannot be prepared in the
battlefield. People do not perform their best on an empty stomach, and hunger dissipates their
strength. In fact, if you want to wear down the will of an enemy, an opposing army will engage in
a siege that blocks the arrival of supplies (cp. II Kings 5). Indeed, an army travels on their
stomach.
Elĳah not only needed sleep, but he also needed some heavenly "A-rations," a special meal
prepared by God's angelic servant. Like Elĳah, we can be physically exhausted to the point of
drifting into spiritual and emotional depression. It is not that God does not want us to work hard,
but God also wants us to rest and eat. God has not created a world that operates on the labor
principle, which states, "The hardest workers experience the greatest success." God gives his
beloved sleep (Psalm 127:2). Yes, work hard! God blesses honest labor! Yet get the sleep and
food your frame demands! As happened with Elĳah, some people who are spiritually depressed
just need a good rest and a satisfying meal. That is just as practical as it sometimes gets when
dealing with depression!
Flag #5 — Self-pity:
A "lone-ranger" mentality also marked Elĳah's spiritual depression. He believed
that no other prophets were standing up for God's name in Israel (I Kings 19:10).
This mentality is a clear sign of having toppled into spiritual depression. If one
focuses on the belief that he is the "lone prophet," he will find himself further
pulled down into that seemingly bottomless pit of despair. Such thinking is a
cousin to the martyr mentality that believes that they alone are standing for God
at the burning stake of personal sacrifice.
It was not true in Elĳah's life, and it is
not true of any other believer in any other generation.
God's godly soldiers may not all be on Mt. Carmel, but
there are more fighting grand battles than we see with
our limited perception. Many of God's people are
fighting all kinds of battles about which we know little
to nothing! Just because not all of God's people are
fighting in our battlefield, that does not mean that they
are not fighting their divinely appointed battles. God is
waging a war on fronts that spans the trials of humanity.
Some are fighting for God's glory on a hospital bed as
they seek to testify, "though he slay me, yet will I trust
Him." Others are fighting for God's glory in their
families as they seek to be an example of what God
wanted a family and a marriage to be. Church
ministries, pro-life rallies, family life ministries,
seminars on Christian finances, political activism, the
defeat of racism, inner-city ministries, etc. are all other
varied fronts of the war where God's people are fighting
battles -- battles that also exhaust. God's combatants are
not alone.

Men Judge By
Appearance And That
Judgment Includes
Evaluating Trials
– Ours & Others –
No Matter What It Looks
Like As You Think About
Your Trials, Others,
Many & Most Are ALSO
Fighting Physical,
Emotional, Relational,
AND/or Spiritual Battles.
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When I was in my twenties, while living in Minnesota, I became interested in aviation and took
flying lessons from a North-west Orient commercial airline pilot. Since those days, I have
invariably tried to interest my children in aerodynamic principles. This desire has become a point
of humor in our family. In attempting to generate an interest in flight, I have assailed my wife and
four children with repeated explanations of Bernoulli's aerodynamic principle. Because of my
repeated attempts to excite my family about the world of flight, as I point to an airplane
gloriously lifting off a runway or its cruising of the friendly skies, my children will often cut me
off at the pass -- "We know dad, Bernoulli's Law."
One of the most basic lessons that my flight instructor emphasized related to creating a "stall." A
pilot cannot pull back on the wheel too fast when taking off, or the craft will stall. Going into a
stall has nothing to do with the operation of the airplane's engine -- as it does when we speak
about automobiles. A stall occurs when lift is lost. A "stall" happens when the air is not attacking
the wings properly from the front -- the leading edge -- to the back of the wing. If the air is
moving faster in any other direction than from front to back, the plane loses lift -- "stalls."
Without going into all the technical details -- which my children could easily repeat -- without
proper flow of air over the wings, an airplane will fall like a rock. You have probably seen a
small airplane climb straight up into the air and suddenly begin falling and flailing -- stalling)
until it regains its lift.
When an airplane stalls, the possibility of disaster exists until the pilot cannot regain
aerodynamic lift. Elĳah had lost "lift." Elĳah was experiencing a spiritual stall. He had lost lift
underneath his wings. When he was high on Mt. Carmel, God's power was breaking on Elĳah's
leading edge. God's demonstration of power kept him aloft in some of the most rare air of
Christian experience, on the mountaintop of Carmel. How few ever have the opportunity and the
privilege of seeing God demonstrate His awesome power in such visible ways as did Elĳah?
However, when lift is lost after reaching great heights, real danger is pending, and some crash
looms on the horizon. Elĳah needed to begin moving forward again, and that is exactly what God
is going to tell him at the end of this valley experience (I Kings 19:15-18).
✔ Elĳah was another faithful man of God.
✔ God used him mightily.
✔ God loved him greatly.
Yet he was a man! It has been well stated that even the best of men are still men at best.
Therefore, he, like us, experienced spiritual depression. Only concerning God's nature can it be
said, "no shadow of turning" (James 2:17). Even Elĳah was a man "subject to like passions"
(James 5:17), and therefore he was just like us. He was subject to bouts of resignation, mental
inconsistency, depressing comparisons, physical fatigue, and debilitating self-pity. All are the
rippling warning flags of spiritual depression.
Recognize these flags, and then you will get a handle on what is happening to you as you wage
your war. Then you will be able to fight that paralyzing disease that attacks the will to fight called
spiritual depression.
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Some Other Commentary
Charles Haddon Spurgeon:

Tony Evans:

Well, the first reason is, that he was a man
of like passions with ourselves. I suppose
that the apostle James would hardly have
said that concerning him if he had not
perceived its truth in this particular instance.
We used to have, in England, a great leader
who is still called “The Iron Duke.” I think
we might have called Elĳah “The Iron
Prophet.” He seemed to leap into the field of
action like a lion from the forest; what
strength and courage he had! He seemed to
have nothing of the timidity, and trembling,
and weakness of ordinary manhood; he was
a very athlete in the service of God, girding
up his loins, and running before Ahab’s
chariot. Yet here we see that he was indeed
a man of like passions with ourselves. He,
too, could be impatient; he, too, could be
petulant; he, too, could grow weary of his
appointed service, and ask to be allowed to
die. You have often heard me say that the
best of men are but men at the best. . . . .
when a man is as good as he can be, he is
still only a man; and as a man, while he is
here, he is compassed with infirmities. Elias
was not only a man of passions, but a man
of like passions with ourselves; — a man
who could suffer, and suffer intensely, one
whose spirit could be depressed even to the
very uttermost, just as the spirit of any one
of us might be. He failed, as all God’s
people have done; I scarcely know of any
exception in all the biographies of the Old
or New Testament.

This was quite a reversal of fortune for
Elĳah. He became afraid and immediately
ran for his life, going deep into Judah’s
wilderness (19:3-4). The irony of Elĳah’s
fear of a godless queen could not be
greater, coming on the heels of his greatest
victory. But, there he was, exhausted,
discouraged, and praying to die, when he
finally fell asleep (19:4-5).

Elĳah failed in the very point at which he
was strongest, and that is where most
men fail.

Even the strongest saints have
weaknesses. Spiritual depression strikes
when we least expect it—especially
following on the heels of spiritual victory.
Remember that even Jesus was attacked
after his glorious baptism (see Matt 3:16–
4:1).
Elĳah may have assumed that, after the
victory at Carmel, Ahab would lead Israel
in returning to the Lord. Perhaps he’d
thought that Queen Jezebel would be cast
out of the palace, or that she would raise
the white flag and surrender. But, neither
of those things happened. Ahab was as
weak as ever, and Jezebel was as evil as
ever. So, Elĳah was disillusioned and
ready to give up.
But, God knew what Elĳah needed. It
began with food and rest. An angel fed
him, let him sleep some more, and then
fed him some more (19:5-8). Sometimes,
what we need is simply a good meal and a
good night’s sleep. This gave Elĳah the
strength he needed to walk forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of
God (19:8). Horeb was the ancient name
for Mount Sinai, where Moses had met
God in the burning bush (see Exod 3:1-2),
and where God had entered into a
covenant with his people (see Deut 5:2).
Just as sure as Elĳah needed food and rest,
he also needed time in God’s presence to
get his spiritual feet back under him.”
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Admonition Often
Takes The Form Of Facing Our Reality
“And he came there unto a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of the Lord came
to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elĳah?”
(I Kings 19:9-18)
Elĳah had slept and eaten an "angel food" cake,
which strengthened him for forty days. That "angel
cake" was a "power bar", packed with enough energy
to meet the needs of his body for well over a month.
God can provide food that we know nothing about in
this world. "He giveth power to the faint, and to those
who have no might he increaseth strength (Isaiah
40:29). It is working for and serving this world that
exhausts, but serving the Lord carries a promise of
strength.
When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun." 12 3
Human exhaustion comes from running so hard after
the things of this world, from following our plans and programs, and from not following Jesus.
That is why Jesus says to the woman at the well that He can give drink so that one will never thirst
again. The Lord gives His beloved rest (Psalm 127:2). Far too often, God's people mistakenly
speak about an exhaustion that comes from serving Jesus. Jesus says that this is a lie. The Lord
promises rest, not ruin (Mat- thew 11:28-29)! The truth is that the world and flesh exhausts, not
sincere spiritual service.
Perhaps, some of God's people need to admit that they are serving Him in areas into which God
never called them and that they have thrust themselves into ministries. Others may need to
acknowledge that they are working for worldly recognition and prominence. Still, others may need
to recognize that it is their ambitions in the secular world, the time they give to entertainment, to
their hobbies, to television, their driving love of things which is exhausting them, not the time and
energy spent in serving the Lord! God can and does give His servants the bodily strength needed
as they do what He has called them to do, and He gave that strength to Elĳah.
We then read that Elĳah came to a cave and lodged there. Elĳah was not just in a physical cave; he
was still in a mental one. In spite of rest, and the supernatural provision of God, which met his
physical needs, Elĳah reached a new emotional and spiritual low. Why? Because spiritual
depression is not solely caused by physical exhaustion. Rest, along with the most power-packed
food, will not necessarily resolve discouragement. While the physical causes of discouragement
P - 169

Practical Principles From The Prophet Elĳah

may be removed, the mental causes may still remain.
Some Battles, Thought To God supernaturally replenished Elĳah's strength, and his
depression can no longer be explained by a lack of
Be Spiritual, Also Have A adequate food or rest. The explanation is now found in
yet another contributor to human morale, thoughts.
Physical Component.
Elĳah was now struggling with discouraging thoughts,
which he is about to state out loud. Elĳah in a "spiritual
spelunker." He is in the winding caves of emotion.
The study of "cave science" is termed "speleology," and cave explorers and adventurers are called
spelunkers. Speleologists employ special shoes, safety helmets, flexible ladders, ropes and cables,
and highly dependable lights to explore the recesses of natural caves. They may stay underground
for days as they map and study the passages of large caves.
Elĳah was in "the cave of despond."
Elĳah was not just exploring or passing through this cave, but unfortunately, he was settling down.
If you want to see how deep the cave was, you can judge it by Elĳah's words found in 19:10. The
depth can especially be seen in the few closing words, "I, even I only am left, and they seek my
life, to take it away." Elĳah's light has grown exceedingly dim.
That is a mighty deep and dark cave, and it will take some mighty long rope to pull him up and
out! He would need some good boots to walk out of this one.
There are some mighty deep caves in life. Lodging in these caves is not an unknown experience,
even to God's people. "Spiritual spelunkers" still walk the recesses of many such caves today.
Some spelunkers seemingly specialize in finding such caves, and even point them out to other
weary saints. All purposeful spiritual spelunkers don't enter caves for adventure or exploration, but
find emotional and psychological satisfaction and diversion there. They settle in and may live in
these underground emotional caves for days, months, and even years. At times people walk into
those caves when tragedy hits the family, perhaps a child or spouse dies. Pastors have even been
known to find comfort in such underground quarters after great disappointments in the ministry.
Many times, people realize that accomplishment and attainment are not as sweet as they thought,
and unfortunately, they find that success is not a ladder that can lift them up far enough to get out
of those times of discouragement. People, even God's people, can become discouraged for a
multitude of various and diverse reasons.
Perhaps, we like Elĳah, also see the limitations of our abilities. We are not as effective as we had
hope and had imagined. We are not sure what was accomplished and whether what may have been
accomplished was worth it. The rigorous routine and demands of life, the pounding of Satan's
advance, the falling blocks of our childhood dreams, all make cave-dwelling more appealing, the
lights dimmer, the ladders shorter, the cables weaker,
and therefore extrication more and more difficult.
God knew that some of what Elĳah was feeling was the
result of physical exhaustion and therefore had him sleep
and eat. However, the rest and physical supply were not
all that was needed. Elĳah's discouragement was also
related to erroneous thinking -- lies that Elĳah chose to

“Cave-Dwelling” Is
Sometimes Related To
Mental & Emotional
Exhaustion.
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believe. Those lies can be uncovered by observing the words that God's spoke to Elĳah.
First of all, God asks Elĳah a question. However, notice that God wants us to pay attention to that
question since God says -- "Behold" (I Kings 19:9). That "behold" is addressed to the reader, not
to Elĳah. God wants us to pay close attention to the question that He is going to ask Elĳah. It is
when we take notice of the question that God used to interrogate Elĳah that we begin to see what
Elĳah is really thinking.
God is calling us and saying, "Now watch what I say to Elĳah. Pay attention! Listen to the
question that I am going to ask Elĳah because the question is as revealing as Elĳah's answer. It is a
question that all of us need to ask ourselves at times!"
God never asks a question to gather information. His questions are asked for the benefit of the one
being questioned or for those listening to the conversation. In I Kings 19:9, God says, "What doest
thou here? " God was not asking Elĳah where he was geographically. Rather, God was
challenging Elĳah to grasp where he was emotionally. God was saying, "Elĳah, if you will
examine where you are and why you are where you are, you will see what is truly happening
inside yourself."
Many times it takes seeing where we are for us to turn around. We need to see the reality of the
situation which we are in, before we can find our way out. We need to be forced to look around
and to take stock. Too often, we fail to see where we actually are, how far we have actually
slipped, and how deep and dark it actually is. We do not grasp where we are, for if we did, we
would see how strange it is for us to be in such a position or location. At times, the place where
we are ought to speak a message and jar us into clear thinking, but it doesn't.
Remember, when Peter denied the Lord, Peter did not connect what he was doing until the third
time when the cock crowed. It was the crowing of the cock that spoke to Peter's heart. It was that
sound which communicated what he had done and spiritually where he was.
The Lord's question to Elĳah reminds us of the question asked by God to Adam, "Where art
thou?" Again, God wasn't asking Adam for information, but was attempting to challenge Adam
with the fact that he was hiding from Him. God was saying, "Adam, something was wrong
because this is not what it was like when I created you. We walked and communed in the garden
together. What has happened?"
God is speaking to us when He says, "Behold." He then wants us to focus on the question that he
asked Elĳah, -- a discouraged, cave lodging prophet. God's question was, "What doest thou here
here?" Elĳah knew what it meant to be sent by God to a specific location, but God is pointing to
the fact that Horeb was not one of those locations. Elĳah was not sent to Horeb, no less a cave in
the wilderness. Rather, he had run to this location out of disappointment and fear.

Part Of Overcoming
Depression May Be
Asking Ourselves The
Right Questions.

For the reader, God points out that Elĳah was not only
hiding in a geographical cave; he was secreted in an
emotional cave. God knows that we can find us in
similar locations, even if they aren't called "caves." We,
as believers, can sink further and further in our spiritual
lives. We can sink to such low spiritual levels that we
no longer even see where we are in our life.
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Sometimes, it is not until the reality of the situation
is so very, very obvious, and desperate that we
finally see what has happened. Just as with the
prodigal son, sometimes it takes the reality of a
smelly repulsive pig pen for us to come to
ourselves and our senses.
If God's people were able to honestly take stock of
where they are, when they are hiding in their caves
of disappointment, and/or if someone would ever
ask, "Where are you?" or "What are you doing
here?", they might realize that where they are is
not where God placed them. They might be shaken
enough to appreciate that this is not God's will for
their lives. Just as with the prodigal son, before he
decided to come back home, first of all, he had to
clearly see where he was. He had to grasp how far
from home's pleasures he actually was.
Elĳah's answer to God's question was . . . .
"I have been very jealous for the Lord God of
hosts. For the children of Israel have forsaken
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they seek
my life, to take it away." (I Kings 19:10).
What Elĳah had forgotten and one of the lies that
had called Elĳah into this cave, was the belief that
he was alone, forsaken, and in imminent danger.
Notice that Elĳah's argumentative response in no
way addressed the question God asked. Elĳah
knew what God was asking, and immediately
defended his presence in the cave and his attitude.
Elĳah shows himself to be in "debate mode."
Elĳah's problem was more than physical
exhaustion; it was a "lone-ranger" mentality. Elĳah
was, in essence, saying. . . .
"Ahab and Jezebel have been unaffected. The
nation of Israel is not going to turn around. I am
laboring in vain, and this is nothing but an
uphill battle. And add to this -- this whole thing
is on my back, and soon, I won't be around to
fight because I'm going to be dead!"
Elĳah was conducting what we call a pity party.
Others guests are welcome to this party, but no

More About
The Christian Journey
One of the most famous works relating to the
Christin life was written by John Bunyan, while
in jail for approximately 12 years!
----Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the
Slough of Despond alone; but still, he
endeavored to struggle to that side of the
Slough that was still further from his own
house, and next to the Wicket Gate; the which
he did, but could not get out because of the
Burden that was upon his back.
But I beheld in my dream, that a man came to
him, whose name was Help, and asked him,
What he did there?
Christian: Sir, said Christian, I was directed this
way, by a man called Evangelist, who directed
me also to yonder Gate, that I might escape the
Wrath to come. And as I was going thither, I fell
in here.
Help: But why did you not look for the Steps?
Christian: Fear followed me so hard, that I fled
the next way, and fell in.
Help: Then said he, Give me thy hand; so he
gave him his hand, and he drew him out, and
set him upon solid Ground, and bid him go on
his way.
Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, and
said, Sir, wherefore, (since over this place is the
way from the City of Destruction to yonder
Gate) is it, that this plat is not mended, that poor
Travelers might go thither with more security?
And he said unto me, This miry Slough is such
a place as cannot be mended. It is the descent
whither the scum and filth that attends
conviction for sin doth continually run, and
therefore it is called the Slough of Despond; for
still as the sinner is awakened about his lost
condition, there arises in his soul many fears
and doubts, and discouraging apprehensions,
which all of them get together, and settle in this
place. And this is the reason of the badness of
this ground.
It is not the pleasure of the King that this place
should remain so bad; his laborers also have, by
the directions of his Majesties Surveyors, been
for above this sixteen hundred years employed
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other attendees need be there for such parties to
begin and continue. The most welcome attendees
are those who have an entrenched negative state of
mind or a durable expectation of the worst under
any and all circumstances. Any and all encouraging
comments uttered will be soundly refuted and
discouraged. Anyone who continues to infuse
optimism into this gala will be asked to leave. Past
pity parties have been conducted by such hosts as
Ahab (I Kings 21:5-7), Haman (Esther 6:12-13),
and even such notables as Moses (Exodus 5:22-23),
and Gideon (Judges 6:13-15).
Elĳah has forgotten what we may also tend to
forget. The work of God is the work of God. If we
are doing what God has called us to do, according
to His Word and will, then our work is never, never,
never in vain, and we are not alone. We are only
called to do what God has called us to do. We are
called to stay at our station, to work in the vineyard,
to occupy till Jesus returns. We are never going to
answer for the results if we have done what we
have been called to do.

We Will Never Make It
In The Christian Life If
We Cannot Learn To Talk
To Ourselves.

about this patch of ground, if perhaps it might
have been mended: Yea, and to my knowledge,
said he, here has been swallowed up at least
twenty thousand cart loads; yea Millions of
wholesome Instructions, that have at all seasons
been brought from all places of the King's
dominions (and they that can tell, say, They are
the best materials to make good ground of the
place) if so be it might have been mended; but
it is the Slough of Despond still; and so will be
when they have done what they can.
True, there are, by the direction of the
Lawgiver, certain good and substantial Steps,
placed even through the very midst of this
Slough; but at such time as this place doth
much spew out its filth, as it does against
change of weather, these steps are hardly seen,
or if they be, men, through the dizziness of their
heads, step besides; and then they are bemired
to purpose, notwithstanding the steps be there;
but the ground is good when they are once got
in at the Gate. 52

"Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye steadfast,
unmoveable,
always abounding
in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know
that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord"
(I Corinthians 15:58).

“We do not lose the time we spend in sleep when we are worn out with fatigue.”
Observe very carefully and gladly how God dealt with his downcast servant. He knew
that he was faithful at heart, he understood that Elĳah was a true man who loved his God
and feared him, and was very jealous for his honour: therefore he did not put his servant
away in anger, but he determined to revive and restore him, and bring him back to his
holy warfare. Now must Elias learn the meaning of David’s song, “He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” The Lord began with
him in much tenderness by refreshing his physical frame. He permitted him to fall into a
sleep, and when he was awakened there was a cake ready for him and a cruse of water.
Then the Lord allowed him to sleep again, for this he greatly needed. We do not lose the
time we spend in sleep when we are worn out with fatigue. It is the best economy of life
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to let the body have a sufficiency of kind nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep. God gave
his servant, after a second sleep, a second meal, and thus refreshed he was able to look at
things in a more cheery light. Time was when Christian people thought very little of the
corporeal system: they called their physical frame a vile body, as indeed it is in some
sense, but not in every sense. If they had any doubts, and fears, and tremblings our good
fathers laid them all on the back of the devil, or else ascribed them to their own unbelief;
when frequently their depressions arose from want of food, or of fresh air, or from a
torpid liver, or a weak stomach. A thousand things can cast us down, and we ought not to
despise the body through which they act upon us. Rather should we attend to natural laws
and so look to the God of those laws to help us. God, who made the body, and who gave
it such a close affinity to the mind, observes how dependent the soul is upon the body,
and often begins his restoring work by healing our diseases. We who dwell in houses of
clay are often cribbed, cabined, and confined from loftier things by reason of the dust to
which our soul cleaveth. The Lord who heals his people began in Elĳah’s case by
refreshing his languid frame. He restored Elias by sleep and by food. If any of you here
present are depressed, and in mental trouble, I would invite you to look to your health,
and not to blame yourselves till first you have seen whether your sadness arises from
sickness or from sin, from a feeble body or a rebellious mind. Do not think it unspiritual
to remember that you have a body, for you certainly have one, and therefore ought not to
ignore its existence. It your heavenly Father thinks of your physical frame, he therein
gives you a hint to do the same. If the Lord in his wisdom began with the high-spirited
Elias by feeding and refreshing his mortal body, we ought to count it wisdom to look to
our outward parts: it is of heretics that we read that they inculcate neglecting of the body:
wise men value it as the temple of the Holy Ghost. With us it is often the case that “the
spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak”; it is no small thing to get the flesh put into
order; the physician is often as needful as the minister. – Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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